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MESSAGE FROM RABBI BENJAMIN WEINER
Dear friends,
A couple of weeks ago, just before his ninth birthday, my son, Efraim, came out with
one of those remarks of his that I am fond of posting to social media, to let my
friends in on the secret that my child has a mind at least as unusual as my own.
“Abba,” he said. “Do you know that if you're going to tell a story that took place
before the Big Bang you have to begin it, 'Once upon a...' because the time-space
continuum didn't exist yet?”
He's what I call the “science officer” in our household, always quick with a random
fact about sauropods, or the rings of Saturn, or the engineering of the Burj Khalifa.
He sometimes bristles when, as is my wont as a rabbi, I try to bend the insight
towards Torah. But I can't help thinking that this witticism, touching on a story
suspended in the volatile dot out of space and time, has some bearing on our
experience of the High Holidays this year.
I've been joking, myself, to my colleagues that this is the High Holidays of “scotch
tape and paperclips”--something we've had to assemble hastily without a clear
sense of how exactly they are going to hold together. They are so early this year (or,
as I also like to put it, Labor Day is so late!) and, because of the ascendancy of the
Delta variant, none of us are exactly where we thought we would be.
So enlighten me, my wise son: how do I tell a story that takes place before the Big
Bang—in restricted time and imaginary space? What do these yearly rituals have to
offer us as we linger here, waiting for the explosion? What seeds of unfathomable
creation are lying compressed in our hearts, yearning to burst out into the void?
How do we cope with the tension and the uncertainty, the fear and expectation?
What is tshuva without the reassurance of the familiar continuity of time and
space?
Abba, I hear him say again, but this time, perhaps, infused with a little of the flavor
of my rabbinism. Don't make it so difficult. When you tell a story that takes place
before the Big Bang, the most important thing is just to open your mouth and begin
it:
Once upon a...
l'shana tova,
RBW
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ABOUT OUR SERVICES ~ FROM THE RABBI
We will be using Zoom as the platform for our services this year, having made the
difficult decision as a community, in mid-August, that remote access services are the
best way to respond to this moment in our ongoing public health crisis.
I will be co-leading the services with Hazzan Diana Brewer, Haley Pelz, and our
guitarists Aaron Kropf and Lisa Kirschenbaum. We are excited that, at least, in this
phase of the pandemic, we will be able to be in the main sanctuary together, offering
live collaborative music to inspire our davenning. In addition, we will Zoom in Torah
and Haftarah readers, shofar blowers, and other significant participants, including
lay leader Catherine Madsen from their homes. I have invited a few congregants to
prepare and offer special reflections on how they understand the meaning of these
days, in these times. And, I am excited to announce, I have also invited Jena
Schwartz, to be the JCA's High Holiday poet-in-residence for this year, once again.
As for that structure: we will have one track of High Holiday services this year,
which will be a hybrid of our offerings of years past. The services will combine
elements of both our Ne'imah musical and Lev Shalem traditional services, complete
with full Torah reading and musaf.
We are also pleased to be offering ASL interpretation, available through Zoom, for
many of our services this year. This will be indicated on the list of services.
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SERVICES SCHEDULE
COMMUNITY SELICHOT
Saturday, August 28

Evening Program

8:30 pm - 9:45 pm

LEYL ROSH HASHANAH*
Monday, September 6

Evening Service

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

FIRST DAY ROSH HASHANAH*
Tuesday, September 7

Morning Services

9:30 am - 1:30 pm

SECOND DAY ROSH HASHANAH
Wednesday, September 8
Morning Services

9:30 am - 1:00 pm

KOL NIDRE YOM KIPPUR*
Wednesday, September 15

Evening Services

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Morning Services
Mincha and Neilah

9:30 am - 2:00 pm
5:00 pm - 7:40 pm

YOM KIPPUR DAY*
Thursday, September 16

* American Sign Language (ASL) Interpretation available at these services

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMS
For the High Holidays this year, we are offering a series of family and community programs.
All programs will be held outdoors, and masks will be required for all participants.
SPECIAL PROGRAM THIS YEAR
We would also like you to know about a simply AMAZING program put together by our
teens: a High Holiday experience that combines high tech with nature walking for an
immersive and contemplative encounter with the prayers and sounds of this period in the
Jewish year. Here is the information they would like to share with you:
Come join us for an audio-based walking High Holidays service at the Silvio O. Conte
Preserve in Hadley! The service consists of a collection of poems, prayers, and readings,
read by a large intergenerational group of members of the community, played like a
podcast over a wheelchair accessible walk through the woods. You can go anytime between
the first day of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, including either of those two days.
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NOTE: While on the walk, social distancing rules must be followed; so please wear a mask
while near other people. For details on how to attend and a more in-depth description, see
our site: https://sites.google.com/view/highholidaysaudio/home
HIKE & MOUNTAIN SERVICE
Wednesday September 8 at 9:30 am (second day Rosh Hashanah)
We are delighted to welcome Cara Michelle Silverberg back to the JCA to lead this service.
We will meet at the Mount Sugarloaf Parking Lot in Deerfield. Hikers can park in either
free lot down below. There is an accessible option to drive to the top rather than hike. The
upper parking lot has a fee of $5. We will begin with group introductions in the parking lot,
then make our own way to the top. All meet at the observation tower for singing and
sounding the shofar at the summit. Dress comfortably, wear good hiking shoes, and bring
water and whatever sun protection you prefer. Rain or shine, except in severe weather.
Youth must be accompanied by an adult. Please bring snacks if you wish (we will not be
sharing food this year).
REVERSE TASHLICH
Sunday, September 12 at 10:00 am
Join the JCA Tikkun Olam Committee and environmentally conscious Jewish communities
around the world in reversing the tradition of Tashlich. Remove human 'sins' (marine
debris) from the water in a collaborative waterfront cleanup. Please stay tuned for further
details about meeting time and location.
APPLE PICKING
Sunday, September 19 at 10:00 am
Join the JCA community at Quonquont Farm in Sunderland to pick apples and celebrate the
holidays. Enjoy community singing, crafts, and more. Apples will be donated to the Amherst
Survival Center.
SUKKOT
Wednesday, September 22 at 6:00 pm
Community Sukkot celebration at the JCA including singing with Felicia Sloin, crafts, a
chance to shake the Lulav and Etrog, and more. If deemed to be Covid safe, we will offer
pizza baked in our outdoor, wood fired, oven.
SIMCHAT TORAH
Tuesday, September 28 at 6:00 pm
Community Simchat Torah celebration at the JCA including singing with Felicia Sloin, crafts,
and dancing with the Torah
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HIGH HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
AND MAHZOR PICK-UP
Here is your socially distanced opportunity to be a part of the physical JCA community, and
see the rabbi, just prior to Rosh Hashanah at the following times:
Wednesday, September 1

8:30 am - 12:00 noon

Thursday, September 2

3:00 pm - 6:30 pm

Rabbi Weiner and members of the Tikkun Olam Committee will be hanging out in the JCA
parking lot. You are invited to swing by for a quick hello, to sign out a Mahzor (High
Holiday prayerbook) for the upcoming High Holiday Zoom services, and to drop off items
for the Amherst Survival Center Free Pantry as part of our yearly Yom Kippur food drive.
Consider bringing some of these items from the Amherst Survival Center's "Most
Requested List":
- Single Serving Snacks
- Single Serving Drinks
- Cereal
- Pasta (not elbows)
- Personal Hygiene Items - toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner
IMPORTANT - PLEASE DO NOT MAKE ANY FOOD DONATIONS AT THE JCA AT ANY
TIME OTHER THAN WEDNESDAY 9/1 (8:30 am-12:00 noon) AND THURSDAY 9/2
(3:00-6:30 pm). THANK YOU.
Please also note that there are other ways to support this year's food drive. If you'd like to
donate but cannot get to the drop off, a pickup can be arranged by reaching out to Judith
Souweine at judithsouweine@gmail.com or Amy Rothenberg at amy@nesh.com
If you wish to support the Survival Center directly with a cash donation, visit the following
link online: https://amherstsurvival.org/donate, and please mention "JCA Holiday Food
Drive" in the comment section.
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OPEN DOOR DONATIONS
We open our virtual doors and our hearts not only at the High Holidays, but also
throughout the year. A critical part of what keeps our doors open is giving from members
and friends who believe in our community and sustain it with their gifts of time and money.
Funds raised for Open Door help cover the costs of our High Holiday services.
To make a donation online: https://jcamherst.org/payments-and donations/donations
or send your check made out to “JCA” with Open Door in the memo line to the JCA Office.
Please include your name, address, phone, and email with your check. Thank you.

YOM KIPPUR YIZKOR (MEMORIAL) BOOKLET
As a member of our community, you are invited to submit the name(s) of deceased loved
ones for inclusion in the Yom Kippur Yizkor service. Each year, we generate a new list. Even
if a name has been included in previous years, you must resubmit the information. All
names will be listed in the memorial booklet, which this year will be accessible on our
website.
Please note the date of death (month and year) if the person to be remembered passed
away in the Jewish year 5781. Only the names of those who passed away in 5781 will be
read aloud at the Yizkor service that takes place after the Torah is read.
It is customary to offer a tzedakah donation in memory of those persons whose names are
listed. We suggest a donation of $18 for a listing. However, all names are welcome as part of
our community’s Yizkor service, whether or not a donation has been made.
You may make your donation online at our website at https://jcamherst.org/paymentsand-donations/donations. Please be sure to choose “Yom Kippur Yizkor Booklet” as your
designation in the pull-down menu of choices. You may also send a check to the JCA at 742
Main Street, Amherst MA 01002 made out to “JCA” with Yizkor in the memo line.
To submit names for inclusion in the Yizkor Booklet, please send the following information
by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 to jcayizkor@gmail.com
§

YOUR NAME + PHONE + EMAIL

§

PERSON(S) TO BE REMEMBERED

§

RELATIONSHIP TO YOU

§

DATE OF DEATH (ONLY IF IN 5781)
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