ADULT
EDUCATION

SPRING 2020
Jewish Community of Amherst
742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413.256.0160 ~ www. jcamherst.org

JCA adult education programs reflect
religious, secular, practical, and cultural aspects of Judaism.
We hope that you will find something that appeals to you.
Register and contribute online at
https://forms.gle/PYSbmFRwSQGiPWou7
If you prefer to register by mail and contribute via check,
please use the registration form at the end of this brochure.

SPRING 2020 PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Intermediate Hebrew Literacy
Janis Levy
February 17, 24; March 2, 23, 30;
April 6, 13, 20
Mondays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Family Pictures: Looking and Talking
About Snapshots • Michael Lesy
March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 16
Thursdays • 7:30 – 8:30 pm
Maidels and Dreidels and Ladles, Oh
My! The Journey of a Jewish Children’s
Book Writer • Lesléa Newman
Sunday, April 2 • 2:00 – 3:30 pm

JCA at 50: Celebrating Adult Education
Friday – Sunday • March 27–29
(see below for a preview of this exciting weekend of study;
detailed information about programs and registration will follow in February)

If you would like to suggest future programming,
please contact a member of the Adult Education Committee:
Barbara Burkart (chair), Jane Brodwyn, David Glassberg, Diane Gnepp,
Phyllis Herda, Jonathan Lewis, Melanie Lewis, Ruth Smith,
Linda Terry, Boris Wolfson, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (ex officio)

Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Now in its eighth year, Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of Halakha,
or the tradition of Jewish law. Over the past few years, we have investigated a
variety of topics: holiday observance and perspectives on Shabbat, divorce,
suicide, death and mourning, purity and impurity, kitniyot, the giving of
tzedaka, and abortion.
The conversation is intellectually stimulating and emotionally expansive,
giving participants the opportunity to deepen their traditional Jewish
knowledge and process the thoughts and feelings that the material brings to
light.
Please be assured that if you have not already become a part of this
meaningful, oddly exhilarating, and even fun exploration, it is never too late.
You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome. Bring
your own lunch, and please remember that JCA kashrut rules allow only for
dairy and pareve foods inside the building—no meat!
No registration needed.

Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

Intermediate Hebrew Literacy
Janis Levy
February 17, 24; March 2, 23, 30; April 6, 13, 20
Mondays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
This class is for those of you with exposure to the Hebrew alphabet, whether
recently or in your childhood, and who are able to read out loud, however
slowly. It is not necessary to have comprehension of the text, although some
familiarity is helpful. Also, participation in earlier Hebrew Literacy classes at
the JCA is not required.
In this intermediate class, pronunciation of consonants and
vowels is continually reviewed with reading practice, while
providing building blocks of language structure, including verb
roots and grammatical concepts; encouraging comprehension;
and enhancing vocabulary through study of Torah text.
As this class begins, we will review the final chapters of Linda
Motzkin’s Aleph Isn’t Enough: Hebrew for Adults, Book 2. If you
have a copy of this book, please bring to the class. If not, handouts will be
available. We will then move onto Bet Is for B’reishit: Hebrew for Adults, Book 3
(URJ Press, 2003; ISBN 978-0807408452), also by Linda Motzkin, as our main
text; it is available for purchase online, including Amazon and Behrman House
(store.behrmanhouse.com).
Janis Levy has been a member of the JCA since 2011 and she
helps to coordinate communications for the community. Her
previous volunteer work in synagogue life includes leading
services and teaching in adult education programs. For ten
years, she worked with a rabbi formerly in the valley to
launch and then teach follow-up classes for a major adult
Hebrew literacy program. She began teaching Hebrew
Literacy at the JCA in Fall 2018.
Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the course to run.
Suggested contribution: $36, not including the textbook cost.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Family Pictures: Looking and Talking about Snapshots
Michael Lesy
Thursdays • March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 16 • 7:30 – 8:30 pm
Snapshots trigger memories, and those memories produce stories. Sometimes
snapshots tell stories that are true. Most of the time, the pictures and the
stories they tell are incomplete. Sometimes the pictures tell more of the truth
than they intended. Sometimes they even lie—the equivalent of forged
documents that look real, but aren’t.
This class will be based on the family pictures that
people bring in and on the stories that accompany
them. It’ll be a “show-and-tell” class for grown-ups.
People will be asked to look and listen carefully.
Empathy, clarity, compassion, and skepticism will
be encouraged. First impressions are important,
but thinking before talking will serve everyone
well. Pictures have layers of meaning, wrapped around each other like Dead
Sea scrolls. Our job is to carefully unroll them.
Our first class will be devoted to looking at and talking about a collection of
anonymous snapshots from the 1970s.
Michael Lesy was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1945. From 1990 until 2018 he
served as Professor of Literary Journalism at Hampshire College. Mr. Lesy
received a B.A. in theoretical sociology from Columbia University, an M.A. in
American social history from the University of Wisconsin,
and a Ph.D. in American cultural history from Rutgers
University. He has published thirteen books of history,
biography, and narrative nonfiction. Many of his books have
been based on historic photographs, gathered in archives;
several have been based on oral histories, gathered during
fieldwork. His books have been made into plays, ballets,
operas, and movies.
Photo: Neil Stillings

Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the course to run.
Suggested contribution: $54
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Maidels and Dreidels and Ladles, Oh My!
The Journey of a Jewish Children’s Book Writer
Lesléa Newman
Sunday • April 2 • 2:00 – 3:30 pm
In this program, Lesléa Newman discusses her journey to becoming a Jewish
children’s book writer including where she gets her ideas and how those ideas
become picture books. She will discuss in detail her newest
book, Gittel’s Journey: An Ellis Island Story and show a short
film entitled We Are a Country of Immigrants in which her
godmother, Phyllis Rubin, daughter of the real “Gittel”
discusses her mother’s journey as a child from Eastern
Europe to America through Ellis Island, growing up as the
daughter of an immigrant, and the most important life
lessons her mother taught her.
Lesléa Newman is the author of seventy-five books for readers of all ages
including many Jewish-themed children’s books such as Ketzel, The Cat Who
Composed; Welcoming Elijah: A Passover Tale with A Tail; Runaway Dreidel; and
Gittel’s Journey: An Ellis Island Story. She is also the author of
many LGBTQ+ children’s books including Heather Has Two
Mommies and Sparkle Boy. Her literary awards include the
Association of Jewish Libraries Sydney Taylor Award, the
Massachusetts Book Award, two American Library Stonewall
Honors, and a Parents’ Choice Silver Medal. From 2008 to
2010 she served as the poet laureate of Northampton.
Currently she is a faculty member of Spalding University’s low-residency MFA
in Writing Program.
No registration needed.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

JCA at 50: Celebrating Adult Education
Friday – Sunday • March 27 – 29
Friday, March 27

6:15 pm Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 28 10 am

Shabbat with Guest Rabbi Allan Lehmann

Rabbi Lehmann has been co-director of Hebrew College’s
Beit Midrash for ten years. A former congregational and
Hillel rabbi, Allan Lehmann has been at Hebrew College
since 2006, and also serves as associate dean of the
Rabbinical School, teaches several courses, and
coordinates the school’s spiritual direction program.
After the morning service featuring a d’var from Rabbi Lehmann, and
kiddush lunch, we will gather at 1 pm for chevrutah study and
interactive discussion with Rabbi Lehmann about the nature of Jewish
learning.
Sunday, March 29 11:30 am – 4 pm A Mini-Limmud Afternoon of Learning
Limmud is an immersive model of Jewish study that began in London
some years ago and has since spread, with great acclaim, to cities
including Boston, New York, and Los Angeles. Over the course of an
extended period of time, participants have the chance to
move from classroom to classroom, engaging in dynamic
Jewish learning with a host of presenters and teachers.
The JCA's “mini” version will feature two different time
hour-long slots, each offering the choice of study across
a range of categories—Higher Jewish learning; Jewish living;
spirituality; tikkun olam; and creative arts—with some
of our favorite local teachers: Devorah Jacobson, Edward
Feld, Merle Feld, Shirah Neumann, Shoshana Zonderman, and others.
Please mark your calendar now for this can't-miss event!
Detailed information about the afternoon’s schedule
and a special registration form will be available by mid-February.

ADULT EDUCATION REGISTRATION • SPRING 2020
(not including the March 27-29 weekend)
We strongly encourage you to REGISTER ONLINE at
https://forms.gle/PYSbmFRwSQGiPWou7
To make your contribution online, via PayPal or credit card, go to our website at
https://jcamherst.org/payments-and-donations/payments
and choose Adult Education Class from the menu of options.
Please make sure to complete your registration form
and press “SUBMIT” before you make the contribution.
If you prefer to pay by check, please complete this Registration Form and send
to the JCA office with your check made out to the JCA and “Adult Ed” in the memo line.
Participants’ names
and email addresses
(please print)

Indicate programs for which you are registering
Intermediate Hebrew

Family Pictures

8 mtgs

6 mtgs

$36

$54

 First:
Last:
Email:
@

 First:
Last:
Email:
@

 First:
Last:
Email:
@

 First:
Last:
Email:
@

No one will be denied access to programming because of
financial need. Your participation in our community is
more important than the amount of your contribution.

Subtotal
Additional contribution
TOTAL

For inquiries about registration email adultedprog@comcast.net
For inquiries about programs email barbruth@comcast.net
Please put the name of the program in the email subject line.

Contribution
amount

