ADULT
EDUCATION

FALL 2019
Jewish Community of Amherst
742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413.256.0160 ~ www. jcamherst.org

JCA adult education programs reflect
religious, secular, practical, and cultural aspects of Judaism.
We hope that you will find something that appeals to you.
Register and contribute online at
https://forms.gle/92ZP97u2suhNWZAe8
If you prefer to register by mail and contribute via check,
please use the registration form at the end of this brochure.

FALL 2019 PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
Lunch and Learn • Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Learn to Chant Torah • Janis Levy
Sept. 9-23; Oct. 28-Nov. 25 (8 sessions)
Mondays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Sacred Listening: Exploration
of the Six Words of the Sh’ma Yisrael
Daniel Berlin
October 23, 30; November 6, 13
Wednesdays • 7:30 – 9:00 pm

Illuminating Sacred Text • Amy Fagin
October 6, 13, 20, 27
Sundays • 1:00 – 2:30 pm

Wood-fired Babka
Sam Coates-Finke
Sunday, November 10 • 1:30 – 4:00 pm

The Holocaust: History and Experience
Murray Schwartz
October 15, 22, 29
Tuesdays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Israeli Film Series:
Gett: the Trial of Viviane Amsalem
with guest panelist Lisa Kent
Sunday, January 5, 2020 • 2:00 – 4:30 pm

If you would like to suggest future programming,
please contact a member of the Adult Education Committee:
Barbara Burkart (chair), Jane Brodwyn, David Glassberg, Diane Gnepp,
Phyllis Herda, Jonathan Lewis, Melanie Lewis, Ruth Smith,
Linda Terry, Boris Wolfson, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (ex officio)

Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays, starting August 21 • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Now in its eighth year, Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of Halakha,
or the tradition of Jewish law. Over the past few years, we have investigated a
variety of topics: holiday observance and perspectives on Shabbat, divorce,
suicide, death and mourning, purity and impurity, kitniyot, and the giving of
tzedaka. This fall, in particular, we will be examining Jewish perspectives on
the issue of abortion.
The conversation is intellectually stimulating and emotionally expansive,
giving participants the opportunity to deepen their traditional Jewish
knowledge and process the thoughts and feelings that the material brings to
light.
Please be assured that if you have not already become a part of this
meaningful, oddly exhilarating, and even fun exploration, it is never too late.
You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome. Bring
your own lunch, and please remember that JCA kashrut rules allow only for
dairy and pareve foods inside the building—no meat!
No registration needed.

Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

Learn to Chant Torah
Janis Levy
Mondays • September 9, 16, 23; October 28; November 4, 11, 18, 25
7:00 – 8:30 pm
This class is for those of you who have some familiarity with Hebrew
pronunciation of consonants and vowels, and can read aloud, however slowly.
Neither comprehension of the text nor ability to
read music is required, although both, however
rudimentary, are helpful. It is certainly possible to
learn without them, or even if you think you don’t
have a great voice. Never mind—just bring your
interest in chanting Torah and your willingness to
learn.
Each week, we will study a group of core trope marks, which are the symbols
of musical phrases, and practice how each sounds in context. You will also
learn how to apply the trope to verses in Torah, and we will do this together in
each class. No textbook is required, and there is a small fee for materials.
Janis Levy has been a member of the JCA since 2011, and
currently serves on the board and helps to coordinate
communications for the community. Prior to that time, along
with other volunteer work, she was involved in leading
services and teaching in the Jewish community in
Northampton. And, for almost ten years, she worked with a
former rabbi there to launch and teach follow-up classes for a
major adult Hebrew literacy program. She began teaching
Prayerbook Hebrew Literacy at the JCA in Fall 2018.
Registration required, with a materials fee of $5.
We ask that the contribution towards the course be made at the same time;
we suggest $36, for a total payment of $41.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the course to run.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Illuminating Sacred Text
Amy Fagin
Sundays • October 6, 13, 20, 27 • 1:00 – 2:30 pm
Over the course of four hour-and-a-half-long sessions we will explore beloved
and timely Biblical passages, works of contemporary poetry, or other texts
that hold particular meaning to the course
participants as the basis for lettering and
illuminating. Our lessons will include a brief
introduction to the history of Hebrew manuscript
illumination and hands-on workshops with
instruction of basic skills in the techniques of handlettering Hebrew and English calligraphy; use of
ornamental design with watercolors and gouache;
drafting and application of gold leaf to paper. Materials, instructional diagrams
and recommended readings will be provided for participants to encourage
continued practice at home. No experience necessary.
Amy Fagin is a U.S.-based visual artist who specializes in the traditional art
form of manuscript illumination. She owns the 20th Century Illuminations
print studio and is the author of Beyond Genocide, an
emerging series of illuminations that narrate a visual-arts
documentary on global incidents of genocide and mass
violence. Amy is also an independent scholar in genocide
studies. She researches global initiatives of memory and
memorialization through individual and collective arts
expression and the museum experience. She has presented
her work in seminars, lectures, workshops, editorials,
reviews, and essays. Most recently, she published One Hundred and One Visual
Haiku (volume I, 2016; volume II, 2018), fine-art volumes of two hundred and
two visual poems that she describes as “her newest and seriously lighthearted
line of work…a sudden inspiration of daily watercolor meditative expression.”
Registration required, with a materials fee of $36.
We ask that the contribution towards the course be made at the same time;
we suggest $54, for a total payment of $90. A minimum of ten registrations
by September 15 is needed for the course to run.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

The Holocaust: History and Experience
Murray M. Schwartz
Tuesdays • October 15, 22, 29 • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
This short course will recount the central events of the Holocaust from three
perspectives, with an eye toward their interrelations. How was the Holocaust
related to the rise of Hitler and the Nazis? How did the “elimination” progress
during the Nazi period? What was the aftermath of the Holocaust and how
does it resonate today?
At our first meeting, we will recount the rise of the
Nazi party in the wake of World War I, the ascent of
Hitler and his main henchmen, and the centrality of
anti-Semitism. The following week we will examine
the stages of the war on the Jews and Judaism,
beginning with the events of 1933-1938, the T-4
program, the efforts at “resettlement,” and the
progressive methods of murder. For our final session, we will view the 1997
documentary The Long Way Home (dir. Mark Jonathan Harris) and discuss the
period after World War II and its ramifications today.
For over fifty years, Murray M. Schwartz has taught Shakespeare, Holocaust
literature and psychoanalysis. His writing spans a wide range of
interdisciplinary interests and includes essays on
Shakespeare, the work of Erik Erikson, applied
psychoanalysis, modern poetry and trauma studies. He has
also co-edited several anthologies, including Representing
Shakespeare (1980) and Memory and Desire (1985). He
was President of the PsyArt Foundation and edited the
online journal PsyArt. Murray was Dean of the Colleges at
SUNY/Buffalo (1979-83), Dean of Humanities and Fine
Arts at UMass Amherst (1983-91) and Provost of the Claremont Graduate
University (1991-97). He is Professor Emeritus at Emerson College and a
scholar member of the Boston Psychoanalytic Society and Institute.
Registration required. A minimum of six participants is needed
for the course to run; the maximum number of participants is twelve.
Suggested contribution: $54
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Sacred Listening:
An Exploration of the Six Words of the SH’MA YISRAEL
Daniel Berlin
Wednesdays • October 23, 30; November 6, 13
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Perhaps the most sacrosanct six words within Judaism are: "SH'MA YISRAEL
YHVH ELOHAYNU YHVH ECHAD.” We often recite the SH’MA in a rote fashion,
without understanding each word, or the text as a
whole. The focus of these four class meetings will be
to delve inside the Hebrew letters and roots of each of
the six words to unpack their spiritual meanings.
Through discussion, contemplation, and recitation of
the SH’MA YISRAEL, participants will learn the
wisdom of this text from the inside out.
Daniel Berlin is a Licensed Psychologist in full-time private
practice in Amherst and a Certified Spiritual Guide in the
Jewish tradition. He specializes in the integration of
spirituality and psychotherapy.

Registration required.
A minimum of five participants is needed for the course to run;
the maximum number of participants is fifteen.
Suggested contribution: $54
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Wood-fired Babka
Sam Coates-Finke
Sunday, November 10 • 1:30 – 4:00 pm
Learn to make babka from scratch: from mixing to
shaping to baking in the JCA oven. You will leave
with babka fresh from the oven, newly mixed dough
can be baked at home and a recipe with home baking
instructions. This will be a hands-on class every step
of the way, with opportunities to sit and break bread
together at the end.
Sam Coates-Finke builds and bakes in wood-fired ovens
with his business, Backyard Bread. Backyard Bread aims to
gather community around fresh bread, food, and wood fire.
He has worked in professional bakeries in Philly, Ohio, and
Michigan, but enjoys teaching baking classes and baking at
community events more than production bakery work.
Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the event to take place.
Suggested contribution: $18
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Contemporary Israeli Film Series
Sunday, January 5, 2020 • 2:00 – 4:30 pm
Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem

 המשפט של ויויאן אמסלם- גט
dir. Ronit Elkabetz and Shlomi Etkabetz, 2014; 115 minutes; unrated

with guest panelist Lisa Kent
A woman who is seeking to finalize her divorce from her manipulative
husband finds herself effectively put on trial by her country’s marriage laws in
this riveting drama from sibling directors Shlomi and
Ronit Elkabetz. After a lukewarm marriage of over
twenty years, Viviane (played by Ronit Elkabetz
herself) appeals to her husband's compassion to
obtain the desirable divorce document in front of a
court, which proves to be more challenging than she
would expect. The husband’s cold intransigence,
Viviane's determination to fight for her freedom, and
the ambiguous role of the judges shape a procedure in
which, in the words of one film critic, “tragedy vies
with absurdity, and where everything is brought out
for judgment, apart from the initial request.”
This critically-acclaimed drama was submitted as Israel’s entry for Academy
and Golden Globe Awards and has been named by several critics as one of the
most significant Israeli films of the twenty-first century.
Lisa Kent concentrates her work in high-conflict divorce and
custody matters involving children, as a litigator, mediator,
and as a collaborative attorney. Lisa currently serves on the
JCA board of directors.
Israeli refreshments provided courtesy of Project Rehovot.
This event is co-sponsored with the JCA World Jewish
Concerns Committee.
No registration needed.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

ADULT EDUCATION REGISTRATION • FALL 2019
We strongly encourage you to REGISTER ONLINE at
https://forms.gle/92ZP97u2suhNWZAe8
To make your contribution online, via PayPal or credit card, go to our website at
https://jcamherst.org/payments-and-donations/payments
and choose Adult Education Class from the menu of options.
Please make sure to complete your registration form and press “SUBMIT”
before or after you make the contribution.
If you prefer to pay by check, please complete this Registration Form and send
to the JCA office with your check made out to the JCA and “Adult Ed” in the memo line.
Indicate programs for which you are registering
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(please print)

Chanting
Torah
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No one will be denied access to programming because of
financial need. Your participation in our community is
more important than the amount of your contribution.

Subtotal
Additional contribution

For inquiries about registration email adultedprog@comcast.net
For inquiries about programs email barbruth@comcast.net
Please put the name of the program in the email subject line.

TOTAL

Contribution
amount

