ADULT
EDUCATION

SPRING 2019
Jewish Community of Amherst
742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413.256.0160 ~ www. jcamherst.org

JCA adult education programs reflect
religious, secular, practical, and cultural aspects of Judaism.
We hope that you will find something that appeals to you.
Register and contribute online at http://bit.ly/jca1819Saec
If you prefer to register by mail and contribute via check,
please use the registration form at the end of this brochure.

SPRING 2019 PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Introduction to Early 20th-Century
American Yiddish Poetry
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
January 29; February 5, 12, 19
Tuesdays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Prayerbook Hebrew Literacy
for Advanced Beginners
Janis Levy
February 4 – March 25 (8 sessions)
Mondays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 2019-20
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Monthly meeting Sundays • 1 – 3 pm
Beginning February 10
Wise Aging
Jody Rosenbloom and Tim Oppenheimer
March 6, 13, 27; April 3
Wednesdays • 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Wood-fired Bagels
Sam Coates-Finke
Sunday, March 17 • 10 am – 12:30 pm
A Hundred Acres of America
book discussion with Michael Hoberman
Sunday, March 24 • 2 – 4 pm
Israeli Film Series: Zero Motivation
introduced by Eyal Tamir
Sunday, Маrch 31 • 2 pm
“A Reason to Remember” Exhibition Tour
Deborah Roth-Howe
Sunday, April 14 • 10:00 – 11:30 am
Jewish Mindfulness Meditation
Rabbi Nancy Flam
Mondays, April 15 and 22 • 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Greatest Hits of the Talmud II
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson
May 15, 22, 29, June 5,12,19
Wednesdays • 6:30 – 7:45 pm

If you would like to suggest future programming,
please contact a member of the Adult Education Committee:
Barbara Burkart (chair), Jane Brodwyn, David Glassberg, Diane Gnepp,
Phyllis Herda, Jonathan Lewis, Melanie Lewis, Ruth Smith, Linda Terry,
Boris Wolfson, Janis Wolkenbreit, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (ex officio)

Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 – 1:15 pm
Now in its seventh year, Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of
Halakha, or the tradition of Jewish law. Over the past few years, we have
investigated a variety of topics: holiday observance and perspectives on
Shabbat, divorce, suicide, death and mourning, purity and impurity, kitniyot,
and the giving of tzedaka.
The conversation is intellectually stimulating and emotionally expansive,
giving participants the opportunity to deepen their traditional Jewish
knowledge and process the thoughts and feelings that the material brings to
light.
Please be assured that if you have not already become a part of this
meaningful, oddly exhilarating, and even fun exploration, it is never too late.
You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome. Bring
your own lunch, and please remember that JCA kashrut rules allow only for
dairy and pareve foods inside the building—no meat!
No registration needed.

Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

“A Little Love in Big Manhattan”:
An Introduction to Early-20th-Century American Yiddish Poetry
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Tuesdays • January 29, February 5, 12, 19 • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
With the waves of Jewish immigration to the US around the turn
of the 20th century came a number of gifted poets and writers in
whose work the Old World grappled with the Golden Land. New
York was the setting for much of their labor, which included the
formation of several poetic “schools,” each complete with its own
manifesto. Ruth Wisse has chronicled this world evocatively in
her book A Little Love in Big Manhattan (1988), focusing in
particular on the group known as Di Yunge (“the Young Ones”)
and its two standouts: Mani Leib and Moshe-Leyb Halpern.
Join Rabbi Weiner for a four-session introduction to this largely
forgotten literary world. Using Wisse’s text as a starting point,
and relying on additional historical material and the poetry
itself—both in translation and the original language—we will
gain a glimmer of understanding into the circumstances,
aspirations, struggles, and achievements of these remarkable Jewish artists.
Rabbi Weiner, in addition to whatever else you may know about him, is an
erstwhile Yiddishist, who wrote and translated for many years for Pakn
Treger, the magazine of the Yiddish Book Center. Yiddish literature played an
important part in his Jewish self-understanding, and, at the age of 22, he
became one of the youngest poets ever published in Di Pen, a Yiddish literary
journal once put out at Oxford University.
Students are encouraged (but not required!) to familiarize themselves with
the Wisse book, available from libraries and used-book sellers. All information
will be covered in class, and handouts will be provided for any poems studied.
Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the course to run.
Suggested contribution: $54
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Prayerbook Hebrew Literacy for Advanced Beginners
Janis Levy
Mondays • February 4, 11, 18, 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25
7:00 – 8:30 pm
This class is for those of you with some exposure to the Hebrew alphabet,
whether recently or in your childhood, who do not necessarily read out loud
smoothly or have comprehension of the text. All
consonants and vowels will be reviewed, as well as the
rudiments of the structure of the language and some
core vocabulary for Shabbat evening and morning
services.
In addition, we will become familiar with Kol
Haneshama, the prayer book that we use primarily at the
JCA. The hope of this class is that you will become much
more comfortable with participating in community
prayer services and with Jewish rituals at home.
For our basic text, we will use Aleph Isn’t Tough: An Introduction to Hebrew for
Adults, Book 1 by Linda Motzkin (URJ Press, 2000; ISBN 978-0807407264),
available for purchase from several online bookstores. It will be supplemented
by handouts as appropriate and use of the prayer book as needed.
Janis Levy has been a member of the JCA since 2011, and
currently serves on the board and helps to coordinate
communications for the community. Prior to that time, along
with other volunteer work, she was involved in leading
services and teaching in the Jewish community in
Northampton. And, for almost ten years, she worked with a
former rabbi there to launch and teach follow-up classes for a
major adult Hebrew literacy program. She began teaching
Prayerbook Hebrew Literacy at the JCA in Fall 2018.
Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the course to run.
Suggested contribution: $36, not including the textbook cost.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 2019-20
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Sundays • 1 – 3 pm • monthly beginning February 10, 2019
Save these class dates:
2019: 2/10, 3/10, 4/7, 5/5, 6/2, 8/25, 9/8, 10/27, 11/17, 12/15
2020: 1/12, 2/16, 3/22, 4/19, 5/17
B’nai mitzvah Shabbat service: Saturday, May 30, 2020
We are pleased to announce that, starting this February, the JCA will form its
first adult b’nai mitzvah cohort since 2014!
Whether you did not grow up Jewish, did not have a substantial bat or bar
mitzvah experience as a teen, or feel like you have been missing something
significant in your engagement with our tradition, this
program represents a great opportunity to make up for
lost time. In addition, experiencing the ritual of Jewish
maturity as an adult means bringing to it all of the life
wisdom not available at a younger age. Whatever your
reason, we hope you will consider being a part of this
group.
There are some requirements. Over the course of fifteen
months, adult b’nai mitzvah candidates will be expected
to learn the basics of Hebrew reading, Torah cantillation, and prayer leading.
They will need to commit to monthly meetings with Rabbi Weiner and other
teachers within our community, at which the group will delve into issues of
Jewish philosophy, spirituality, and practice. Candidates will have to be
available to be called to the Torah as a bat or bar mitzvah on May 30, 2020,
the Shabbat immediately following Shavuot.
We hope this process will serve many within our community as a gateway to a
new dimension of Jewish life!
Registration required. This opportunity is available only for JCA members.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the cohort to form.
Course fee: $180 per person.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Wise Aging
A Social Worker and Jewish Educator in Conversation with You!
Tim Oppenheimer and Jody Rosenbloom
Wednesdays • March 6, 13, 27; April 3 • 7:00 – 8:30 pm
This introductory workshop for folks sixty and older offers both a deepening
spiritual process and an interpersonal connection opportunity
to look at how we find meaning as we age. Topics we will
explore over the course of four sessions include:
• Different Perspectives on Aging: Discussing Where We Are
• Meaning & Engagement: Finding Purpose in Life
• Cultivating Nourishing Relationships
• The Dynamics of Giving & Receiving Care
We will use the book Wise Aging: Living with Joy, Resilience, and Spirit by
Rabbi Rachel Cowan and Dr. Linda Thal (Behrman House, 2015; ISBN 9780874419214). The facilitators will provide activities (mindfulness reflection,
reading Jewish text or source triggers, and sharing relevant secular research)
for about half the time and guide the evolving conversations including
questions and reading for consideration between sessions, creating safe and
meaningful interactions that develop community.
Tim Oppenheimer, J.D., M.S.W., after years as an attorney
and union representative, went back to school to earn an
M.S.W., with a concentration in group process. He has worked
with caregivers for the acutely ill, with older adults, and with
those suffering from dementia.
Jody Rosenbloom, M.A., retired in June 2015
as director of lifelong learning after serving the JCA for
eighteen years. She is currently training as a facilitator for the
Institute for Jewish Spirituality's Wise Aging program and is
beginning a havurah focused on "retirement," revisiting
work/life balance as we age.
Registration required. A minimum of six participants is needed
for the course to run. Suggested contribution: $54; book fee: $18.
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Wood-fired Bagels
Sam Coates-Finke
Sunday, March 17 • 10 am – 12:30 pm
Boil and bake bagels with the wood-fired oven. Practice basic dough
techniques while learning the history of this quintessential, American Jewish
bread. If you haven't seen video of Brooklyn bagel
shops in the '60s and haven't heard of the New York
Bagel Union, you are in for a treat! No previous bread
baking experience is necessary. This is your
introduction to baking! Bring a pan from home: you
will leave with freshly baked bagels as well as
uncooked bagels that need to be brought home to bake
the next day in your own kitchen. Bring an apron if you
would like.
Sam Coates-Finke builds and bakes in wood-fired ovens
with his business, Backyard Bread. Backyard Bread aims to
gather community around fresh bread, food, and wood fire.
He has worked in professional bakeries in Philly, Ohio, and
Michigan, but enjoys teaching baking classes and baking at
community events more than production bakery work.
Registration required.
A minimum of six participants is needed for the event to take place.
Suggested contribution: $18.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

A Hundred Acres of America:
The Geography of Jewish American Literary History
a discussion with author Michael Hoberman
Sunday, March 24 • 2 – 4 pm
Jewish writers have long had a sense of place in the United States, and
interpretations of American geography have appeared in Jewish American
literature from the colonial era forward. But troublingly,
scholarship on Jewish American literary history often
limits itself to an immigrant model, situating the Jewish
American literary canon firmly and inescapably among
the immigrant authors and early environments of the
early twentieth century. In A Hundred Acres of America
(Rutgers University Press, 2018), Michael Hoberman
combines literary history and geography to restore
Jewish American writers to their roles as critical
members of the American literary landscape from the
1850s to the present, and to argue that Jewish history,
American literary history, and the inhabitation of
American geography are, and always have been, contiguous entities.
"Michael Hoberman has opened up freshly the pathway
in Jewish American writings about the sense of place,
how Jewish life in America has come to be and feel at home."
(Jules Chametzky, founder of The Massachusetts Review)
Michael Hoberman is a professor of English at Fitchburg
State University. He is the author of several earlier books,
including New Israel/New England: Jews and Puritans in Early
America (2011) and How Strange It Seems: The Cultural Life of
Jews in Small-Town New England (2008).
No registration needed.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

Contemporary Israeli Film Series
Sunday, March 31 • 2 pm
Zero Motivation • אפס ביחסי אנוש
dir. Talya Lavie, 2014; 97 minutes; unrated

introduced by Eyal Tamir
Described as “darkly funny and understatedly absurd,” Zero Motivation is an
irreverent war comedy: in the words of one
reviewer, “Private Benjamin meets M*A*S*H, speaks
Hebrew, and keeps kosher.”
A unit of young women soldiers, all Israeli
conscripts, serve out their time at a remote desert
military base playing computer games, singing pop
songs, and conspiring to get transferred to Tel Aviv,
while endlessly serving coffee to the men who run
the show. If there is a war going on, it's one against
boredom, bad uniforms, dopey rules, and doing
everything in triplicate.
Winner of the top prize for narrative world cinema
at the Tribeca Film Festival and recipient of six
Ophir awards, Zero Motivation was the top-grossing Israeli film of 2014.
Eyal Tamir is writing a dissertation at UMass Amherst about Jewish comedy
in the United States and in Israel. His academic interests include twentiethcentury literature, film, and popular culture. He came to Amherst after
completing his undergraduate studies at Tel Aviv University.
Israeli refreshments provided courtesy of Project Rehovot.
This event is co-sponsored by the JCA World Jewish Concerns Committee.
No registration needed.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Survival Center
as part of the JCA Perpetual Food Drive.

A Reason to Remember: Roth, Germany 1933-1942
Special tour of the exhibit with Deborah Roth-Howe
Sunday, April 14 • 10:00 – 11:30 am
We are pleased to present this rare opportunity to tour the permanent exhibit
at the University of Massachusetts Institute for Holocaust, Genocide, and
Memory Studies with Deborah Roth-Howe, one of the exhibit’s co-creators.
“A Reason to Remember” is based on Deborah’s family history and tells the
stories of the five Jewish families that
resided in the small German village of
Roth when Hitler came to power. The
exhibit personally engages the viewers
in the physical and emotional lives of
the families as they struggle to
understand their place in society and
deal with the dissolution of their rights.
The stunningly-detailed
documentation, along with Deborah’s
insights and personal anecdotes, will provide a powerful, intimate, immersive
experience. There will be time for questions and an update on the surprising
and hopeful events that have transpired in the village over the past twenty
years.
Deborah Roth-Howe is the daughter of Elsa and Herbert Roth,
who fled Nazi Germany in 1938, a few months before
Kristallnacht. She created this exhibit with her parents and
Rabbi Robert Sternberg, formerly of the Springfield Hatikvah
Holocaust Education Center.
No registration required.
We will meet at the Institute for Holocaust, Genocide, and Memory Studies,
758 North Pleasant Street. Limited parking is available at the Institute
and in the Totman Gym lot across the street.

Jewish Mindfulness Meditation: Awareness plus Gratitude
Rabbi Nancy Flam
Mondays, April 15 and 22 • 7:30 – 9:00 pm
In this two-session workshop we will explore
“Jewish mindfulness” as encoded in the
foundational Jewish practice of saying blessings,
as well as “mindfulness meditation” as a
practice that can shed light on and deepen the
meaning of foundational themes in Jewish life.
Each class will be devoted half to learning and
discussion and half to instruction and
mindfulness meditation practice itself.
Rabbi Nancy Flam was the first Director of the Institute for
Jewish Spirituality and a co-founder of the Jewish Healing
Center in 1991. She then directed the Jewish Community
Healing Program of Ruach Ami: Bay Area Jewish Healing
Center in San Francisco. She has served as a consultant for
Synagogue 2000 and the National Center for Jewish Healing.
Rabbi Flam studied at Dartmouth College and HUC-JIR, and
was ordained in 1989.
Registration required.
A minimum of eight participants is needed for the course to run;
the maximum number of participants is thirty-five.
Suggested contribution: $54
No one will be denied access to programming because of financial need. Your participation
in our community is more important than the amount of your monetary contribution.

Greatest Hits of the Talmud • Part II
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson
Wednesdays • May 15, 22, 29, June 5,12,19
6:30 – 7:45 pm
End your day with a taste of Talmud! In this class, we will encounter some of
the most fascinating discussions of the
ancient sages as recorded on various pages of
the Babylonian Talmud. Join us in exploring
these different “gems” of the Talmud and
attempting to wrestle with their meanings in
their time and in our own.
This class is for beginners and beyond,
seekers, and lovers of Jewish learning! No
prior experience with Talmud study is needed.
The course is open to all, including those who may not have been part of the
group in Fall 2018.

Rabbi Devorah Jacobson has been Chaplain and Director
of Spiritual Life at JGS Lifecare in Longmeadow since 2001.
She has served on the faculty of Melton Adult Jewish
Education Programs in Springfield and Florence for over
ten years. In 2016, she was named one of America’s Most
Inspiring Rabbis by The Forward and lauded for her work in
helping seniors and their families spiritually during difficult
transitions of aging.
Registration required.
A minimum of ten participants is needed for the course to run.
A course fee of $90 per student has been set by the instructor.

ADULT EDUCATION REGISTRATION • SPRING 2019
We strongly encourage you to REGISTER ONLINE at
http://bit.ly/jca1819Saec
To make your payment online, via PayPal or credit card, go to our website at
https://jcamherst.org/payments-and-donations/payments
and choose Adult Education Class from the menu of payment options.
If you prefer to pay by check, please complete this Registration Form and send
to the JCA office with your check made out to the JCA and “Adult Ed” in the memo line.
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(please print)
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No one will be denied access to programming because of
financial need. Your participation in our community is
more important than the amount of your contribution.

Subtotal
Additional contribution

For inquiries about registration email adultedprog@comcast.net
For inquiries about programs email barbruth@comcast.net
Please put the name of the program in the email subject line.
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