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Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Dear Friends,

As Jews, it is our (delightful) duty to study the Talmud. 
When we do so, we might discover that, from time to 
time, the rabbis who form its cast of characters break off 
into the contending sides of what has all the hallmarks of 
a university debate society. As in such rarefied fight-clubs, 
a motion is resolved and the opposing teams must argue 
whichever side of the issue either appeals to them directly, 
or has been assigned to them for defense. (Generally, in 
the case of the Talmud, it seems to be the former, though I 

wouldn’t put it past them to cherish disagreement for its own sake.)

Often, these resolutions are philosophical “big picture” questions, for example: 
should God have gone through all the trouble to create us in the first place, given 
all the trouble we cause. (With a tart flourish of rabbinic pessimism, they decide the 
answer is “no”, but add a caveat in the spirit of the great Marvin Gaye line: “Since 
we’ve got to be here, let’s live!”)

An equally famous, and far more upbeat, contention rages around the question: 
which is more important? “Study” (the Hebrew word is Midrash)? Or “action” 
(Ma’aseh)? Here, the conclusion also comes in the form of a mediated compromise. 
Midrash is more important, they decide, because it leads to Ma’aseh.

I’ve spent time reflecting on what was intended by balancing the matter in this 
particular way. On the one hand, Midrash, taking a retreat from the bustling world 
for the contemplation of sacred texts, is given precedence over Ma’aseh, the actual 
performance of deeds--by which they mean mitzvot, religiously significant action. 
But, on the other hand, the preeminence of Midrash is expressed only in terms of 
its efficacy in creating the basis for the doing of Ma’aseh, so doesn’t that mean that 
Ma’aseh is really more important?

As with any good Jewish conundrum, the answer to all of these questions is: yes! 
Our study of tradition is meant to inspire us to do the right thing in the world. 
Without that component, to pile on my pejoratives, we are navel-gazing in an ivory 
tower. But our tradition also theorizes that our deeds are weak and shallow if they 
are not informed by a process of holy contemplation--if we don’t, at available and 
appropriate intervals, also step away from doing in order to think over and meditate 
upon our motivations.

One of the great names for a Jewish gathering place is Beit Midrash--the house 
of Midrash. I hope that you experience our community as just such a place of 
inquiry into the basis for doing the right thing, and that you go out the door full of 
inspiration to act upon what you have discovered.

  b'shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

mailto:rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

February 3, Sunday
INterGeNerAtIoNAL LuNCH
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
People of all faiths are invited to join Jewish Community of Amherst teens for 
a monthly intergenerational lunch. A program for teens and senior citizens 
to come together and form meaningful relationships. We enjoy lunch and 
activities, schmooze, share stories, and have a good time!

February 4, Monday
PrAyerbook Hebrew LIterACy For AdvANCed beGINNerS 
wItH JANIS Levy
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Become more comfortable participating in Hebrew in services and at times of 
prayer. A program specifically developed for mature learners.  
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 5, tuesday
eArLy 20tH CeNtury AMerICAN yIddISH Poetry wItH
rAbbI weINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 6, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wItH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

February 7, thursday
yIddISH LeyNer'S GrouP
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us.

February 10, Sunday
AduLt b'NAI MItzvAH CLASS
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services. For more information about Adult Education classes, please go to: 
https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/adult-ed-2019-01.pdf 

https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/adult-ed-2019-01.pdf
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

February 11, Monday
PrAyerbook Hebrew LIterACy For AdvANCed beGINNerS 
wItH JANIS Levy
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 12, tuesday
eArLy 20tH CeNtury AMerICAN yIddISH Poetry wItH
rAbbI weINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 13, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wItH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

February 14, thursday
JCA kLezMer workSHoP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

February 18, Monday
PrAyerbook Hebrew LIterACy For AdvANCed beGINNerS 
wItH JANIS Levy
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 19, tuesday
eArLy 20tH CeNtury AMerICAN yIddISH Poetry wItH
rAbbI weINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.
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Adult reading Group
The third meeting of the JCA ARG will be on Thursday, March 7 in the JCA library at 
7:30 pm. The book is The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish. It has been described as, 
“Electrifying and ambitious, sweeping in scope and intimate in tone, The Weight of 
Ink is a sophisticated work of historical fiction about women separated by centuries, 
and the choices and sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of the 
heart and mind.” JCA book group first timers, and old timers, are welcome. Any 
questions, please call Ken Talan, 413-896-3372.

Upcoming Events

February 20, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wItH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

February 25, Monday
PrAyerbook Hebrew LIterACy For AdvANCed beGINNerS 
wItH JANIS Levy
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration is required.

February 27, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wItH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

February 28, thursday
JCA kLezMer workSHoP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

February 4, Monday
Chesed Committee 
7:15 pm

February 6, 
wednesday
Ritual Life Committee 
7:00 pm

February 7, thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

February 8, Friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

February 21, thursday
Executive Committee 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

CoMMIttee 
MeetINGS

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)
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Our Community

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:

Mimi Farb
Alison Ozer

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming a 
member of the JCA, or 
you are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please 
contact Ann Wetherbee, 
Administrative Director, at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking your News
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news or 
anything significant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to:  
news@jcamherst.org. 

New Members

Mazal Tov to February Bat Mitzvah Cara Kingston
Cara Rose Kingston, daughter of Talya and Chris, 
and sister of Ben, will be called to the Torah on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, February 
23rd, the 18th of Adar, 5779. She will read from 
parshat Ki Tisa. Cara attends Amherst Regional 
Middle School. She has attended JCA School since 
first grade, and has spent many summers at Camp 
Shemesh. Cara enjoys creative writing, playing the 
ukulele, and running her neighborhood pet sitting 
business. Cara loves dogs and music. In preparing 
for her Bat Mitzvah, she has been studying with 
her tutor, Marvin Ellin, and has participated in the 
intergenerational programming at the JCA, as well as helping to prepare meals for 
community dinners.

mailto:news@jcamherst.org
mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org


Kolot — JCA Voices  |  February 2019  |  page 7

Shabbat Mishpatim, Exodus 21:1-24:18

February 1, Friday
FAMILy FrIdAy
5:30 pm
A monthly community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages

February 2, Saturday
SHAbbAt yoGA
8:45 am in the social hall
reNewAL ServICe
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

SHAbbAt MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Terumah, Exodus 25:1-27:19

February 8, Friday
kAbbALAt SHAbbAt ServICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner & Danielle Kadinoff

February 9, Saturday
SHAbbAt MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Danielle Kadinoff

Shabbat Tetzaveh, Exodus 27:20-30:10

February 15, Friday
SHAbbAt Ne'IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner, Hazzan Diana Brewer, & the JCA Shabbat 
Ne'imah Band

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/month/ for 
updated information on 
services.

kiddush & oneg 
Sponsors
February 23- 
Talya & Christopher 
Kingston, in honor of their 
daughter, Cara, becoming 
Bat Mitzvah

If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://jcamherst.org/calendar/month/
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Candle Lighting
February 1 ~ 4:44 pm

February 8 ~ 4:53 pm

February 15 ~ 5:02 pm

February 22 ~ 5:11 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Rosh Ḥodesh Adar I
February 5/6, 
Tuesday/Wednesday

Shaḥarit Minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

February 16, Saturday
SHAbbAt yoGA
8:45 am in the social hall
SHAbbAt MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Ki Tissa, Exodus 30:11-34:35

February 22, Friday
kAbbALAt SHAbbAt ServICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Ruth Love Barer and Randi Stein

February 23, Saturday
SHAbbAt MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Cara Kingston
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Cara Kingston

torah reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Randi Stein, randistein@earthlink.net, 413-549-0526, for reading in 
March. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel,  abousel@comcast.net, 413-
253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 413-549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

thank you
The Ritual Life Committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

•	 Torah/Haftarah readers: Aaron Bousel, Jayden Brunton, Devorah Jacobson,  
Janis Levy, Catherine Madsen, Linda McConnell, Yosef Rumshiskiy,  
Hal Schneider 

•	 Service leaders: Hazzan Diana Brewer, Jayden Brunton, Danielle Kadinoff, 
Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley, Marty Pepper Aisenberg and Randi Stein

•	 D’var Torah: Jayden Brunton

mailto:randistein@earthlink.net
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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Youth and Family Education

Dear JCA Families,

It's that time of year when we start to think about another exciting summer at 
Camp Shemesh. This year, camp will be led by Joelle Simon, our B’nai Mitzvah class 
teacher, and chef extraordinaire. If you want to get to know her before camp starts, 
feel free to stop into the kitchen any third Friday of the month when she is leading 
JV Corps in cooking for Shabbat Ne'imah, or join her and myself on the first Friday of 
the month, cooking for Family Friday Night.

We have been honored once again to receive a campership grant from the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation (HGF) that will cover $50/week for all campers. HGF’s 
continued commitment to making camp affordable for all families is truly amazing. 
We have readjusted our pricing and discounts, so that when all discounts and the 
Grinspoon grant have been applied, the camp cost is as low as $290/week. We have 
additional camperships available from our JCA campership fund that are allocated 
on a rolling basis. We work hard to make camp affordable for all families, so please 
contact us if you have any concerns.

We have a few other changes this year, and I just wanted to take a few moments to 
fill everybody in. This summer, camp will only run for 5 weeks. This is to make sure 
we have sufficient time to train our staff, even on years when there are excessive 
numbers of snow days, as many of our staff work within the public school system.  

We have also stopped assigning themes to the various weeks of camp. Over the 
last two summers, we have found that hiring specialists to create high quality 
programmatic content, and trying also to bend the activities and camp day to reflect 
particular themes is no longer adding to the fun and quality of Camp Shemesh. 
Instead, every week will be filled with exciting art, outdoor activities, science, 
cooking and more.

Once again, we will in be hosting the Tzofim Friendship Caravan during the first 
week of camp, and we look forward to hosting a new group of teens and getting 
to know them. The friendships and connections that were formed last year were 
amazing to watch. If you are interested in hosting an Israeli teen from the Caravan 
this summer, please keep an eye out for announcements in the JCA Thursday email 
in the coming months.

Here is a link with more information about the Caravan, http://www.israelscouts.
org/on-the-road. 

Registration for Camp Shemesh is now open, and space is limited. So register your 
child now to reserve a spot in your preferred weeks. REGISTER HERE: https://www.
regpacks.com/reg/templates/build/?g_id=100901369. 

As always, please call or email if you have any questions or concerns about camp 
this summer.

 Keren Rhodes
 Director of Youth and Family Education
 413-256-0160 x203
 kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org

http://www.israelscouts.org/on-the-road
https://www.regpacks.com/reg/templates/build/?g_id=100901369
mailto:kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org
http://www.israelscouts.org/on-the-road
https://www.regpacks.com/reg/templates/build/?g_id=100901369
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February 1, Friday
FAMILy FrIdAy
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages - from tots to 
grandparents. Tots enjoy music, stories, puppets and more with Felicia Sloin. 
Torah study with Rabbi Weiner for older children, teens, and adults. All come 
together for a meal. All community members, friends, and families are invited!
Parent/Guardian attendance is required.

February 3, Sunday
JCAt & b’NAI MItzvAH: better toGetHer
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
LeARneR’S MInyAn: tot – 5th GrAde
6/7th Grade (go to better together above)
10:00 am – 10:45 am
Parent/Guardian attendance is encouraged!

JCA SCHooL: MIdot & SHALoM totS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Students move into their classrooms following Learner’s Minyan.

February 6, wednesday
JCA SCHooL: eLeCtIveS
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

February 10, Sunday
JCA SCHooL: MIdot, b’NAI MItzvAH & SHALoM totS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

February 13, wednesday
JCA SCHooL: eLeCtIveS
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

For updates and 
complete school 
calendar listings go to:
https://jcamherst.org/
calendar/category/
youthcalendar/

School Calendar

Youth and Family Education (continued)

https://jcamherst.org/calendar/category/youthcalendar/
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February 14, thursday
JCAt: JCA bAkery
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
All JCA households are invited to braid and bake challot in our wood fired 
oven. Loaves are for sale to the community and all proceeds go to JCA Kesher 
Tzedakah Fund.

February 15, Friday
JCAt: JvCorPS
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
JV Corps cooks prepare community meals once a month for Shabbat Ne’imah 
while learning about creating and serving community. RSVP at: 
https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-
cooks/

February 17, Sunday
No JCA SCHooL

February 20, wednesday
No JCA SCHooL

February 24, Sunday
JCA SCHooL: MIdot, b’NAI MItzvAH & SHALoM totS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

February 27, wednesday
JCA SCHooL: eLeCtIveS
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

Youth and Family Education (continued)

https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-cooks/February
https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-cooks/
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Lunch & Learn
Rabbi Weiner
Wednesdays	•	12:15	pm	-	1:15	pm

Introduction to early 20th-Century American yiddish Poetry
Rabbi Weiner
Tuesdays,	January	29,	Feb.	5,	12,	19	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm

Prayerbook Hebrew Literacy for Advanced beginners
Janis Levy
Mondays,	February	4,	11,	18,	25,	March	4,	11,	18,	25	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm

Adult b’nai Mitzvah Class 2019-20
Rabbi Weiner
Sundays,	monthly	beginning	February	10	•	1:00	pm	–	3:00	pm

wise Aging
Jody Rosenbloom and Tim Oppenheimer
Wednesdays,	March	6,	13,	27,	April	3	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm	

wood-Fired bagels
Sam Coates-Finke
Sunday,	March	17	•	10:00	am	–	12:30	pm

A Hundred Acres of America
Book discussion with Michael Hoberman
Sunday,	March	24	•	2:00	pm	–	4:00	pm

Israeli Film Series, zero Motivation 
Introduced by Eyal Tamir
Sunday,	March	31	•	2:00	pm

Greatest Hits of the talmud II
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson
Wednesdays,	April	10,	17,	24,	May	8,	15,	22	•	6:30	pm	–	7:45	pm

“A reason to remember" exhibition tour
Debbie Roth-Howe 
Sunday,	April	14	•	10:00	am	–	11:30	am		

Jewish Mindfulness Meditation
Rabbi Nancy Flam 
Mondays,	April	15,	22	•	7:30	pm	–	9:00	pm

Adult Education Committee

Adult education Spring 2019
For detailed information about these programs go to: 

https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/adult-ed-2019-01.pdf

https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/adult-ed-2019-01.pdf
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Chesed Committee

thank you, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.
Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.
We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

Field of vision
Landscape Paintings by Gillian Haven
Field of Vision, an exhibition of regional landscape paintings by Pelham artist Gillian 
Haven will be on view at the JCA Hall Gallery from February 7 through April 29. 
Gallery Hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, 
Friday from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. The Opening Reception will take place on Thursday, 
February 7 from 5:00 - 8:00 pm during the Amherst Art Walk.

Artist Statement - We live in a shifting world, each of us stitching together our 
life story from fleeting moments of illumination and grace. Through the practice 
of painting I consider this journey. A native of Amherst, I lived in other regions 
for roughly twenty years but my roots were always here. I was drawn back to the 
silent companionship of hills, the surprise and elation of water, the clouds that lift, 
unexpected openings, the sight of livestock in a field. To paint is to pay attention to a 
place. Painting it, I ponder a relationship that I have taken for granted. The gestures 
of geography are iconic. I seek to find the landmarks of the region that provide for 
me a touchstone amidst change. They have a story and continued relevance that we 
must not lose.

JCA Hall Gallery

Tikkun Olam Committee

Food donations at the JCA
Our community continues to show its commitment to Tikkun Olam in the form of 
food support! In December alone, we donated 204 lbs. of food to the free pantry 
at the Amherst Survival Center! Way to go, JCA. Non-perishable food items may be 
donated to the collection box in the outer lobby any time you’re coming to the JCA. 
Thank you for keeping those in need of food assistance in mind throughout the year.

Craig's doors
The JCA gave valuable support to the Craig's Doors homeless shelter during our 
volunteer effort between December 22 and January 5. Seventeen members of 
the JCA signed up and volunteered during the critical period when fewer student 
volunteers are in town. It was a strong showing for an important cause.  
Y'ascher	k'oaḥ,	JCA!

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
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Donations to the JCA

Adult education
Catherine Alpert
Jay Alpert
Leslie Lorber
Jena Schwartz
Sallie Deans Lake
Rhoda Juels
Ronald Juels
Barbara Freed

Annual Appeal
Amy Mittelman & Aaron Berman
Jaymie & Michael Chernoff
Phyllis & Hans Herda
In honor of the JCA Board of Directors 
– thank	you	so	much	for	your	service
and your devotion (Devorah Jacobson
& Margaret Mastrangelo)

In memory of Michael Kirschenbaum 
(Diana & Sara Brewer)

In honor of Charlotte Schwab (Rachel 
Schwab-Rehorka & Gary Rehorka)

In memory of Morton A. Schwab (Rachel 
Schwab-Rehorka & Gary Rehorka)

In memory of Kathlyn Perlmutter 
(Barbara Goldstein & Avi Gladstone)

Amanda Walling & Boris Wolfson
Janet Potash
Joshua Goldstein & J. Alden Cox
Hollie Kalkstein & Robert Weitzman 
Jules Chametzky
Nina Dabek & Peggy Shannon
Melanie & Jonathan Lewis
In honor of Rabbi Benjamin Weiner 

(Brenda & Martin Miller)
Stephanie Sandler & Austin Sarat
Lisa Kent & David Glassberg
In memory of Julius Lester, Richard Ellis, 

Bob Stern & Jane Trigère 
(Sarah Thomson & Catherine Madsen)

Ellen Grobman & Evan Bollinger
In memory of Grayce Perlbinder 

(Lisa Perlbinder & Tom Porter)

Rabbi Joyce Galaski & Philippe Galaski
In honor of Ann Wetherbee (Janis Levy)
In memory of Jane Trigère (Jayne Pearl)
Robert Brainin
In memory of Rosalyn & Barney Ash 

(Krista Harper & Michael Ash)
Helena Donovan
Felicia Mednick
Ronnie Williams & Suzanne Arnopolin
DJRJ Charitable Fund
In memory of our parents 

(Marilyn & Jeff Blaustein)
Hannah Blau
Sallie Deans Lake & Kevin Lake

General Fund
Karen Sheingold
Evelyn Goldenberg
Arlene Ash
Daniel Sheff
Joy Bergman
In memory of Tara Michelle Katzner 

(Ruth & Donald Katzner)
In memory of Warren Weinberg 

(Barbara & Michael Burkart)
In memory of Charles Lubinsky 

(Marian & Leonard Lubinsky)
In honor of Hattie Nestel’s birthday 

(Susan Lichtman)
In honor of Diana Brewer 

(Marilyn & Jeff Blaustein)
In honor of Diana Brewer (Henny Lewin)
In honor of Diana Brewer’s ordination 

(Barbara & Michael Burkart)
In honor of Diana Brewer 

(Judith Souweine)
In honor of Diana Brewer’s ordination 

(Leslie & Bryan Lorber)
In honor of Diana Brewer 

(Judy & Kip Fonsh)
In honor of Diana Brewer 

(Yaffa & Haim Gunner)
In honor of Hazzan Diana Brewer 

(Ina & Eli Porth)

High Holidays
Dana Giffin
In honor of Jane Myers 

(Kathryn & Cornelis de Boer)

Project rehovot
Evelyn Goldenberg
In honor of Marilyn Kushick 

(Brenda & Martin Miller)
In memory of Ann Blaustein 

(Marilyn & Jeff Blaustein)
In memory of Jane Trigère 

(Phyllis & Hans Herda)
In memory of Tybie Weisbord 

(Jordene Hale & David Rabinovitz)
Diane Berg & Rich Schrader
Rose Lander & Rabbi Yechiael Lander
Marilyn & Joe Kushick
Guy Wood
In memory of Helen & Louis Rabin 

(Monroe Rabin)
Judith Souweine
Steven & Michele Marantz 

rabbi’s discretionary Fund
In memory of Dotty Dombroff in support 

of Shabbat Yoga (Jill & Daniel Berlin)
Karen Hoffman
Bluma Bier
In appreciation for Irv Seidman’s 

contribution to The Elder Luncheon 
(Chesed Committee)

In appreciation for Ani Tuzman’s 
contribution to The Elder Luncheon 
(Chesed Committee)

Sallie Deans Lake & Kevin Lake

tikkun olam 
In honor of Charlotte Schwab’s 

dedication to helping elders 
(Robin & Ted Diamond)
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rabbi benjamin weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
	 Rabbi	David	Dunn	Bauer	(2003	–	2010)
	 Rabbi	Sheila	Peltz	Weinberg	(1989	–	2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

director of youth and Family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

board of directors

 President: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 First vice President: Boris Wolfson (bywolfson@comcast.net)
 Second vice President: Ziva Harmatz (rharmatz@comcast.net)
 third vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 treasurer: Jeff Roth-Howe (jeffreyrothhowe@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Rachel Vigderman (rachelvig@comcast.net)
 Members at Large: Marty Pepper Aisenberg, Barbara Schaffer
 Bacon, Hans Herda, Frieda Howards, Lisa Kent, Janis Levy, 
 Jonathan Lewis, Leslie Lorber, Connie Songer

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers

office Hours

 Monday: Office Closed
	 Tuesday	–	Thursday:	10:00	am	–	4:00	pm
	 Friday:	10:00	am	–	3:00	pm

Kolot — JCA Voices

February 2019

editor/Graphic designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-editor
Janis Levy

Art director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices/

Deadline for the March issue is 
February 12th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 
and	many	lovely	gift	items.

You can shop whenever 
the	office	is	open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588  
info@jcamherst.org | https://jcamherst.org

Affiliated with Reconstructing Judaism
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