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Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Dear JCA,

Before a rabbi was ever thought of as someone who leads 
services or attends board meetings, he (and I here eschew a 
gender neutral pronoun to avoid obfuscating the patriarchal 
reality) was known purely and simply as an ‘answerer of 
questions.’ These were generally halakhic in nature--e.g. 
“Rabbi, is this chicken kosher?”--but could also extend 
into the philosophical and spiritual. (On only one occasion 
was a rabbi ever asked if there were a “blessing for the 
Czar”, though this memorable query has been repeated ad 
infinitum by repertory companies.)

Though I may be primarily a service leader and board-meeting-attender I, too, am 
asked my share of questions. Recently I heard one that was new to me, though 
it had all the markings of a halakhic question--a question of practice--and it was 
steeped in philosophy and spirituality:

Rabbi, I was asked, is it okay if I don’t listen to the news?

I’m willing to bet that many of you understand the spirit with which this question 
was asked, and may have even framed it to yourselves in one way or the other, 
without taking the step of addressing it to me. I certainly got it. I feel personally that 
it is my duty to remain informed about the world around me--but this often comes 
at a great emotional cost. Just last week, after reading a handful of dire pieces 
about climate change and species extinction, I hit what amounted to a spiritual 
wall, gripped by a mess of anguish and despair that made it hard to function as a 
husband, a father, and, yes, as a rabbi. I find, at such times, meditation and tears to 
be helpful, but who has the luxury, or even the desire, to spend all day crying and 
sitting still?

No, there has to be more to life than excruciating awareness of the ills of our 
imperiled and inhumane world. It was this same plea, expressed as a question 
of spiritual practice, that I heard in the question about the news, which might be 
rephrased like this:

Rabbi, how can I balance my responsibility to know with my need to be joyful and at 
ease?

Well, I have a short answer and a long answer. My short answer was: no, you don’t 
have to listen to the news. Not if it’s going to drive you crazy.

As for the long answer: I believe that the goal of the spiritual life, maybe especially 
in these times, is to learn how to live with an open mind and an open heart. Indeed, 
it is often hard to do both at the same time. So we must learn a rhythm of working 
back-and-forth, of closing and opening, of forgetting and remembering, of weeping 
and delighting, in order to grow strong in our capacity to hold them in as close a 
harmony as possible.

  b'shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

mailto:rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

January 2, Wednesday
LuNCh & LEArN WITh rABBI WEINEr
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

January 3, Thursday
YIddISh LEYNEr'S Group
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us.

JCA KLEzMEr WorKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

January 6, Sunday
INTErGENErATIoNAL LuNCh
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
People of all faiths are invited to join Jewish Community of Amherst teens for 
a monthly intergenerational lunch. A program for teens and senior citizens 
to come together and form meaningful relationships. We enjoy lunch and 
activities, schmooze, share stories, and have a good time!

January 9, Wednesday
LuNCh & LEArN WITh rABBI WEINEr
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

January 13, Sunday
ALICE TrAINING
10:30 am – 12:00 pm
For adults only. Please sign up for Alert Lockdown Inform Counter Evacuate 
(ALICE) training at the JCA. Facilitated by the Amherst Police Department.  
Please register here: https://jcamherst.org/alice/ 
More information about ALICE Training: https://www.alicetraining.com/

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.

https://jcamherst.org/alice/
https://www.alicetraining.com/
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

January 16, Wednesday
LuNCh & LEArN WITh rABBI WEINEr
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

January 17, Thursday
JCA KLEzMEr WorKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

January 23, Wednesday
LuNCh & LEArN WITh rABBI WEINEr
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

January 27, Sunday
JCA CEMETErY: GrEEN BurIAL INForMATIoNAL MEETING
11:00 am – 12:00 pm

January 29, Tuesday
EArLY 20Th CENTurY AMErICAN YIddISh poETrY WITh
rABBI WEINEr
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education Class

January 30, Wednesday
LuNCh & LEArN WITh rABBI WEINEr
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

January 31, Thursday
JCA KLEzMEr WorKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

Adult reading Group
The 3rd meeting of the JCA ARG will be on March 4, 2019 in the JCA library at 
7:30 pm. The book is The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish. It has been described as, 
“Electrifying and ambitious, sweeping in scope and intimate in tone, The Weight of 
Ink is a sophisticated work of historical fiction about women separated by centuries, 
and the choices and sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of the 
heart and mind.” JCA book group first timers, and old timers, are welcome. Any 
questions, please call Ken Talan, 413-896-3372.

Upcoming Events
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Our Community

We welcome the following people who have joined the JCA community in 2018:
Elya Rowa     Shutesbury
Sonya Gurewitsch    Amherst
Jenny Kallick & Robert Bezucha   Amherst
Judy & Larry Gutlerner    Amherst
Rachel Graber & Ian Duryea   Holyoke
Barbara Krauthamer & Noah Elkin  Amherst
Swan Keyes & Abba Zero   Leverett
Hannah Karpman    Florence
Ina & Eli Porth     Hadley
Amanda Mittman & Nathan Goldfarb  Hadley
Alison & Adam Grabell    Amherst
Robert Samet     South Hadley
J. Marshall Ash     Amherst
Dale Schwarz & Gillermo Cuellar (deceased) Sunderland
Megan Gross     Amherst
Barbara & Michael Levine   Amherst
Stephanie & Eric Osman    Amherst
Nancy Simons     Leverett
Matthew & Kerry Spitzer   Amherst
Jennifer & Richard Michelson   Amherst
Rachel & Icek Aizen    Amherst
Rhoda & Ronald Juels    Leverett
Jeffrey Rothenberg & Sarah Feldman  Great Barrington
Elana Klugman & Jeff Weston   Amherst
Hattie Nestel & Marcia Gagliardi   Athol
Shirah Neumann & Daniel Levine  Leverett
Solomon Goldstein-Rose   Amherst

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming a 
member of the JCA, or 
you are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please 
contact Ann Wetherbee, 
Administrative Director, at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news or 
anything significant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to:  
news@jcamherst.org. 

New Members

Condolences

We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of 
those who have recently died.
Barbara Neidich, mother of Jennifer Turner, mother-in-law of Brad Turner, 
grandmother of Gaius & Althea 

mailto:news@jcamherst.org
mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
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Message from JCA President

Greetings,

This column comes at a very busy time of year so it will be short 
and sweet. My first year as president of the JCA has been very 
rewarding, and I want to let you all know it is my honor to serve. 
I have learned a great deal in my first year, and I know I will learn 
more in the year to come. 

I also appreciate all the support that the board of directors 
regularly receives from all of you. It is challenging to lead, and 

as your board, we recognize that we are a membership driven organization that 
provides a valuable physical and spiritual role to all who come here.

We recently completed a very successful annual meeting at which we recognized 
that the JCA is going well at this time, and that as an organization we must approach 
our security needs in a thoughtful and respectful manner. 

I am very much looking forward to our upcoming 50th anniversary year, and the 
associated celebratory events that are being planned starting in the fall of 2019. 
As we finish the Hanukkah season, we should all take a moment to pause and 
appreciate what we have. 

 b’shalom, Eric Weiss

January 2, Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee 
7:00 pm

January 3, Thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

January 7, Monday
Chesed Committee 
7:00 pm

January 11, Friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

January 17, Thursday
Executive Committee 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

CoMMITTEE 
MEETINGS
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Shabbat Va'era, Exodus 6:2-9:35

January 4, Friday
FAMILY FrIdAY
5:30 pm
A monthly community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages

January 5, Saturday
ShABBAT YoGA
8:45 am in the social hall
rENEWAL SErvICE
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

ShABBAT MorNING SErvICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Bo, Exodus 10:1-13:16

January 11, Friday
KABBALAT ShABBAT SErvICES
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner & Danielle Kadinoff

January 12, Saturday
ShABBAT MorNING SErvICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shirah, Parashat Beshallaḥ 
Exodus 13:17-17:16

January 18, Friday
ShABBAT NE'IMAh
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner, Diana Brewer, & the JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

January 19, Saturday
ShABBAT MorNING SErvICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/month/ for 
updated information on 
services.

Kiddush & oneg 
Sponsors
If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://jcamherst.org/calendar/month/
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Candle Lighting
January 4 ~ 4:11 pm

January 11 ~ 4:18 pm

January 18 ~ 4:26 pm

January 25 ~ 4:35 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Rosh Ḥodesh Shvat
January 7, Monday

Tu B'Shvat
January 21, Monday

Shaḥarit Minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shabbat Yitro, Exodus 18:1-20:22

January 25, Friday
KABBALAT ShABBAT SErvICES, FArBrENGEN/Tu B'ShvAT SEdEr
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
Since medieval times, it's been customary to celebrate Tu B'Shvat--the New 
Year of the Trees--with a special ordered meal, a seder, featuring various types 
of fruit. The mystics who initiated this ritual understood it as a prolonged 
meditation upon our spiritual essence and our connection to the nourishing 
source of all. In our own times, we add to this the awareness of our perilous 
alienation from, and grave wounding of, the natural world that is all that 
sustains us. But we gather for this seder in a celebratory spirit, with the 
aspiration of restoring these connections, and reinvigorating ourselves. The JCA 
will observe this seder, this year, on the Shabbat evening following the formal 
holiday, complete with a rousing Kabbalat Shabbat service and a potluck meal.  
Please join us!

January 26, Saturday
ShABBAT YoGA
8:45 am in the social hall
ShABBAT MorNING SErvICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Torah reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Marty Pepper Aisenberg, maisenberg@videntpartners.com, 
978-249-8470, for reading in February; Randi Stein, randistein@earthlink.net, 
413-549-0526, for reading in March. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel,  
abousel@comcast.net, 413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 413-549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

Thank You
The Ritual Life Committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

•	 Torah/Haftarah readers: Aaron Bousel, Sam Gladstone, Linda McConnell, 
Elissa Rubinstein, Yosef Rumshiskiy 

•	 Service leaders: Ruth Love Barer, Diana Brewer, Marilyn Kushick,  
Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley, Randi Stein, Marty Pepper Aisenberg

•	 Divrei Torah: Richard Cohen, Tom Wolff
•	 Musicians: Danielle Kadinoff, JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

mailto:maisenberg@videntpartners.com
mailto:randistein@earthlink.net
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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Youth and Family Education

ThE BIBLE pLAYErS prESENT Tu B’ShvAT

Sunday, January 20

Two great programs – free and open to the community

The Bible Players are a Torah comedy team based in NYC that teaches Jewish values and is 
sweeping the nation! They use theater and improv to infuse comedy and laughs into tales from 
the Torah and beyond.

Tu B’ShvAT CoMEdY ShoW
For all ages – babies to bubbies!

11:00 am – 12:30 pm

A comedy show about Tu B’Shvat that is twice as good as One B’Shvat! Tu B’Shvat is the birthday 
of trees and a celebration of nature. During their show, The Bible Players will share stories about 
the importance of water on earth, and how it nurtures trees, animals, and all of us. Following the 
show, they will share improv games and activities that explore the themes of Chesed (kindness) 
and Tikkun Olam (healing the world). Don’t miss the fun!

IMPROV-ING THE CLASSROOM
For educators of pre-K to 12th Grade

12:30 pm – 2:00 pm

The Bible Players bring graduate level pedagogic skills to educators. Let’s get out of our seats 
and learn on our feet! Go home with new tools and techniques to bring out creativity and your 
students’ joy of learning. Lunch provided. Educators: RSVP to Keren Rhodes at kerenrhodes@
jcamherst.org.

Major funding provided by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation
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January 2, Wednesday
JCA SChooL WINTEr BrEAK: No CLASSES

January 4, Friday
FAMILY FrIdAY
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
A monthly community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages - from tots 
to grandparents. Tots enjoy music, stories, puppets and more with Felicia Sloin. 
Torah study with Rabbi Weiner for older children, teens, and adults. All come 
together for a community meal. All community members, friends, and families 
are invited! Parent/Guardian attendance is required.

January 6, Sunday
JCAT & B’NAI MITzvAh: BETTEr ToGEThEr
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
LEARNER’S MINyAN: TOT – 5TH GRAdE 
6/7th Grade (go to Better Together above)
10:00 am – 10:45 am
Required Kesher Parent Meeting at 10:15 am (during Learner’s Minyan)
Kesher Parents please join Keren for a mandatory, mid-year, parent meeting. 
This is a chance for a check-in and announcements on a variety of topics at the 
halfway point of the year. Important information will be distributed, so please 
do your very best to make it.

JCA SChooL: MIdoT & ShALoM ToTS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Students move into their classrooms following Learner’s Minyan.

January 9, Wednesday
JCA SChooL: ELECTIvES
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

January 10, Thursday
JCAT: JCA BAKErY
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
All JCA households are invited to braid and bake challot in our wood fired 
oven. Loaves are for sale to the community and all proceeds go to JCA Kesher 
Tzedakah Fund.

January 13, Sunday
JCA SChooL: MIdoT, B’NAI MITzvAh & ShALoM ToTS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

For updates and 
complete school 
calendar listings go to:
https://jcamherst.org/
calendar/category/
youthcalendar/

School Calendar

Youth and Family Education (continued)

https://jcamherst.org/calendar/category/youthcalendar/
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January 16, Wednesday
JCA SChooL: ELECTIvES
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

January 18, Friday
JCAT: JvCorpS
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
JV Corps cooks prepare community meals once a month for Shabbat Ne’imah 
while learning about creating and serving community. RSVP at: 
https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-
cooks/

January 20, Sunday
JCA SChooL: MIdoT, B’NAI MITzvAh & ShALoM ToTS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Tu B'ShvAT CoMEdY ShoW WITh ThE BIBLE pLAYErS
11:00 am – 12:30 pm
For all ages – babies to bubbies! This program is free and open to the 
community. 
The Bible Players present a comedy show about Tu B’Shvat which is twice as 
good as One B’Shvat! Tu B’Shvat is the birthday of trees and a celebration of 
nature. During their show, The Bible Players share stories about the importance 
of water on earth, and how it nurtures trees, animals, and all of us. Following 
the show, they will share improv games and activities that explore the themes 
of Chesed (kindness) and Tikkun Olam (healing the world). Don’t miss this fun 
program!

FOR TEACHERS: “IMPROV-ING THE CLASSROOM” wITH THE BIBLE 
pLAYErS
12:30 - 2:00 pm
For educators of Pre-K to 12th Grade. This program is free and open to the 
community. The Bible Players bring graduate level pedagogic skills to educators. 

January 23, Wednesday
JCA SChooL: ELECTIvES
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

January 27, Sunday
JCA SChooL: MIdoT, B’NAI MITzvAh & ShALoM ToTS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

January 30, Wednesday
JCA SChooL: ELECTIvES
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

Youth and Family Education (continued)

https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-cooks/January
https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-cooks/
https://jcamherst.org/education/youth-and-family-education/teens/jv-corps-cooks/January
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We are pleased to give members of the new board the opportunity to introduce themselves to you, and tell you why 
they have chosen to serve JCA in this way. On behalf of the community, we thank them and send good wishes as they 
begin their new year together.

ERIC WEISS (President)

I am the father of three sons who have each become bar mitzvah, one in August 2015 at the JCA. 
Currently, I am the Manager of Regional and Municipal Programs for the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. Previously, I worked as leader and consultant to non-profits, and I was the first 
Sustainability Director for the Hampshire Council of Governments. I am also the former Chairman of 
the Belchertown School Committee. I enjoy running, being outside, swimming and skiing. I would like 
to continue to help guide the JCA into the future.

BORIS WOLFSON (First Vice President)

My wife, Amanda Walling, our son Ben and I joined the JCA shortly after moving to Amherst in 
2008, and this year, Ben started the process of preparing to become a bar mitzvah at JCA Kesher. 
I’ve served on the Adult Education Committee since the fall of 2011, and, for the past three years, 
on the Nominating Committee. In my other life, I study cultural history and performance, and teach 
Russian culture and language at Amherst College. I currently serve on the New England Public Radio 
Foundation’s board of directors.

ZIVA HARMATZ (Second Vice President)

I have lived in Amherst since 1983 and began attending the JCA ten years ago at the end of a long 
journey seeking a spiritual home. I ultimately converted to Judaism in 2012, and completed an Adult 
Bat Mitzvah in 2014 where my connections to the community of the JCA deepened and my sense of 
belonging blossomed. While my most significant participation in the JCA has been spiritual in nature, 
I have also previously served on the JCA’s Finance Committee, the Fair Share Dues Committee that 
revised the original policy, and as Chair of the Nominating Committee. In my professional life, I have 
always worked on behalf of others; first in the private sector and later as a public official serving 
people with intellectual disabilities and autism. I believe my professional experience and my deep 

commitment to the JCA as my spiritual home will be assets to the JCA community and the board of directors.

ELI KWARTLER (Third Vice President)

Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY before it became gentrified, I have lived in Pelham since the ‘70s 
and been a member of the JCA since the early ‘80s. I have been active as a volunteer for more than 
15 years serving on many committees and as a co-president. I feel that my long involvement and 
experience add to my value as Third Vice President. My interests include extensive travel, serving as 
a SHINE Counselor dealing with MEDICARE and MEDICAID for seniors, and being on the board of The 
Learning Project. All of this is in addition to a fervent commitment to the synagogue and its long-term 
success as both the home of the Jewish Community of Amherst and a House of Worship. 

Spotlight on Committees

Our New Board of Directors
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

JEFF	ROTH-HOWE	(Treasurer)

My wife Debbie and I have been members of the JCA since 1982. I have been living in the Valley since 
1974, 25 years in Amherst and now 12 years in Leverett. We found the JCA’s openness to having families 
with one Jewish partner and one non-Jewish partner as part of the congregation to be very supportive 
as we started a family of our own. I am retired from my career in human services where I worked 
extensively with both state and private agencies, including serving as Executive Director of Children's 
Aid and Family Service of Hampshire County for 15 years. I volunteer now at the Amherst Survival 
Center, serve on the Leverett Personnel Committee, on the Hampshire Council of Social Agencies, and 
sing bass in the Leverett Community Chorus. The best part of my week is being Grandpa to my 5 year-

old and 2 year-old granddaughters who also live in Leverett. I hope my experience working with and serving on other 
boards in the area, and my management background will be useful in assisting the work of the JCA board moving forward.  

RACHEL VIGDERMAN (Clerk)

I am part of a (perhaps only) four generation JCA family. My grandparents were members, my parents 
were founders, my siblings and I had our b'nai mitzvah at the JCA, and my sons, Aaron and Daniel, each 
had their bar mitzvah at the JCA. My youngest son, Adam, is in our school now. The JCA is the most 
important institution in my life. Now that my children are older, I look forward to giving more, as chair 
of the JCA Youth and Family Education Committee, and as the JCA Board Clerk. I live in Amherst with 
my husband Bob and our three boys. 

MARTY PEPPER AISENBERG (Member at Large)

I was born and raised in Worcester, Massachusetts, and grew up in a very large Reform congregation 
with an excellent educational program, which I stayed in through high school. I sang in the junior choir 
every Shabbat during the school year, and in high school I was active in the youth group and served 
as the songleader in my senior year. I’ve been a member of Reform and Conservative congregations 
for extended periods, and have had the opportunity to experience worship and community life in 
Modern Orthodox and Lubavitcher settings. But my wife Susan and I didn’t find our true Jewish home 
until we joined the JCA several years ago. I’m on the Ritual Life Committee and the Not Bread Alone 
subcommittee; two of Susan’s paintings hang permanently in the Social Hall. I was a trial lawyer from 

1977 to 1992; worked for two nonprofits (NOT as a lawyer) from 1993 to 2007, including 4 years as canvass director 
at Clean Water Action in Northampton; and since 2007 I’ve been a partner in a referral service that provides expert 
witnesses to attorneys.  I have two daughters, the younger of whom had her bat mitzvah at the JCA when she was 18. I 
look forward to being of greater service to this community that we love so much.

BARBARA SCHAFFER BACON (Member at Large)

Hailing from Springfield, I have been in the Valley since coming to UMASS as a student in 1973. I was 
raised in a reform congregation (Sinai Temple) and was very active in the temple youth group and 
regional [NFTY] association. This didn’t stop me from marrying Roger Bacon, a nice Catholic boy from 
Amherst 41 years ago. We raised two children in Belchertown where I served on the School Committee 
for 14 years. I work with Americans for the Arts, a national organization that works to cultivate, promote, 
and sustain support for artists and the arts in communities throughout the county, and currently serve 
on the board of our state arts agency, the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Having appreciated much 
support from the congregation as an adult Bat Mitzvah, I know it is time to give back. This is my second 

round of board service having served last in the late ‘80s. I hope to support a JCA community that is welcoming and offers 
many options and entry points for participating in spiritual, educational, social action and social programming.
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

HANS HERDA (Member at Large)

Phyllis and I moved from Lexington to Leverett in 2010 to be close to our two daughters and their 
families. We joined the JCA shortly after we arrived. I had recently retired from almost thirty years as 
professor of mathematics at UMass Boston. Most of my time now is happily taken up with helping with 
our grandchildren (seven boys!). I also collect coins, minerals, crystals and especially ancient stone 
tools that I have even found in Israel. I feel that the JCA gives us so much in so many ways, and I would 
like to give back. Serving on the board is one way that I can do that. 

FRIEDA HOWARDS (Member at Large)

My husband, Irv Howards, and I came to Amherst with our 3 children in 1965. We found no JCA, 
no bagels, no malls, no buses, no stop lights, no Hwy.91 - just a pretty little town. I grew up in an 
Orthodox home, went to Heder (reluctantly) 4 times a week. While attending a Catholic University I 
worked for a Reform Rabbi editing Hebrew text books. My parents and grandparents spoke Yiddish 
some of which I absorbed by osmosis. We came from Illinois where Irv started a Hillel and we helped 
to build a synagogue where our older son was the first Bar Mitzvah. We have been members of the 
JCA since the beginning and the Amherst Jewish Community before the name change. Irv served as 
president and many years on the board. I was a teacher, a Hampshire County Commissioner, managed 

some Elderhostels, an ACTV Board member and learned videotaping. We were married 66 years when I lost my best 
friend to Parkinsons in 2013. I feel lucky to have had the JCA in my life and I want to help it grow and prosper.

LISA KENT (Member at Large)

I’m a lawyer with a thriving family law practice in Greenfield. I moved to Amherst in 2001 from central 
New Jersey, enrolled in an Adult Ed class with then Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, and have been close to 
the JCA ever since. I have two grown children, both musician/artists, one in Brooklyn, one local. I’m 
married to David Glassberg, live in Amherst, and look forward to being part of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
class this spring!

JANIS LEVY (Member at Large)

Born and raised in Sheffield, England, I began a career in professional theatre in London but came 
to the USA for a summer in 197I. I am still here! Moving from CA to MA in 1977 with my family, I 
became an active member of a local synagogue teaching in the school and adult education, serving 
on the board and as president, and later as executive director. My professional work has included 
senior writer for development; administration and production in theatre and public television; 
program director in social services; and strategic planning and management consultant for non-
profit organizations. My son and daughter and families live in Seattle. I joined the JCA in 2011 and 
am grateful for this community. I enjoy contributing my experiences in Jewish communal life, and 

professionally in communications, to the work of the board and to the wellbeing of the JCA.
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JONATHAN	LEWIS	(Member at Large)

My wife Melanie and I are Brooklyn born and bred, and our graduate school and professional lives 
have taken us to Maryland, Iowa, Kansas and Delaware before we located to the Pioneer Valley 
to be closer to our kids. We have a son and daughter-in-law in North Amherst and a daughter in 
Arlington, and we are glad to be able to see them more often. We are both retired psychologists 
who worked together in our private practice, and in addition I served as a senior psychologist at the 
Center for Counseling at the University of Delaware for 33 years. I served as president of the Delaware 
Psychological Association twice, and I was active with the American Psychological Association as well 
as the American Board of Professional Psychology. We are both very grateful that we found the JCA 

and we have felt it to be a congruent and welcome place for us. I serve on the Adult Education Committee and I am 
looking forward to contributing even more to the JCA.

LESLIE	LORbER	(Member at Large)

I joined the JCA last fall just after moving to Amherst from Rhode Island with my husband in order to 
be closer to family. I was actively involved as a lay leader in our RI synagogue and value my connection 
with a local Jewish community. I have served on the JCA Membership Committee this past year. Our 
son is currently living in St. Petersburg, Russia applying to graduate programs for writing. Our daughter 
is at Ithaca College in a BS/MS program in Occupational Therapy. We are both retired and I volunteer 
in hospice where I offer Reiki to patients. I have completed programs with the Institute for Jewish 
Spirituality and am currently enrolled in their mindfulness meditation training. I will be taking the 
Master Gardeners program beginning this January as well. I am honored to serve on the JCA board, 

contributing in whatever way I can.

CONNIE	SONGER	(Member at Large)

My husband Chuck and I moved here from south central Pennsylvania after we retired. We wanted to 
be close to our daughters and their families and hoped to find a Jewish community in which we could 
both participate. Although Chuck is not Jewish, we had both been very active at Temple Beth Shalom 
in Mechanicsburg, PA. We were pleased to find a vibrant Reconstructionist community close to our 
new home in Western Mass. I retired after 30 years as a women's health nurse practitioner, work that 
I loved and felt passionate about, but just as passionate is my love of Judaism. So to make up for a 
complete absence of Jewish education, I returned to school in Jewish studies. I have loved becoming a 
part of the Jewish Community of Amherst and contributing to its life and future. Continuing to be part 

of the board is one way that I can continue to give back to a community that has become a significant part of our life.

Spotlight on Committees (continued)
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Chesed Committee

Thank You, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular, thanks to all the Blood Drive volunteers. We collected 55 pints of blood 
for the Red Cross.

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	participated	and/or	attended	the	Ḥanukkah	luncheon.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.
Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.
We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

Cemetery Committee
The Cemetery Committee 
is announcing that on 
Sunday, January 27 from 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm there 
will be a meeting at the 
JCA for explanation and 
conversation regarding 
the proposed new 
green lawn area of our 
cemetery. Please come.

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Lunch & Learn - rabbi Weiner
Every	Wednesday	•	12:15	pm	-	1:15	pm

Early 20th Century American Yiddish poetry - rabbi Weiner
Tuesdays,	January	29,	Feb.	5,	12,	19	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class - rabbi Weiner
beginning	February	2019	culminating	at	Shavuot,	May	28-30,	2020

prayerbook hebrew Literacy for Advanced Beginners - Janis Levy
Mondays,	February	4,	11,	18,	25,	March	4,	11,	18,	25	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm

Wise Aging - Jody rosenbloom and Tim oppenheimer
Wednesdays,	March	6,	13,	27,	April	3	•	7:00	pm	–	8:30	pm	

Greatest hits of the Talmud - rabbi devorah Jacobsen
Wednesdays,	April	10,	17,	24,	May	8,	15,	22	•	6:30	pm	–	7:45	pm

Tour of “A Reason to Remember: Roth, Germany, 1933-1942” - debbie 
roth-howe 

Sunday,	April	14	•	10:00	am	–	11:30	am		

Jewish Mindfulness Meditation:  Awareness plus Gratitude - rabbi Nancy 
Flam 

Mondays,	April	15,	22	•	7:30	pm	–	9:00	pm

Israeli Film Series, zero Motivation 
Sunday,	date	TbD	•	2:00	pm

Baking Bagels - Sam Coates-Finke
Date	and	time	TbD

Adult Education Committee

Adult Education Spring 2019
Watch for details on these and other programs

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
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Donations to the JCA

Adult Education
Catherine Nagel

Annual Fund
Joni Beck Brewer
In honor of Rabbi Weiner  

(Tobi Sznajderman & Joel Harris)
In honor of my children, Mariel & Ian 

Adams (Alison Ozer)
Deborah & Jeff Roth-Howe
Ariella Schwell & Roger Magnus
Barbara & Michael Burkart
Caden & Lewis Mainzer
Jill & Daniel Berlin
Nina & Harold Zalkind
Nina & Don Tetenbaum
Beverly & Steve Woolf 
Roslyn & Morton Heafitz
Helen & Morton Sternheim
Rachel & Icek Aizen
Liliani Kualapai & Hal Schneider
In honor of Chavurah Re’im  

(Kayla Werlin & Wayne Abercrombie)
Christine & Frederick Bloom
In honor of Rabbi Weiner (Susan Zarchin)
In honor of Rabbi Weiner’s continued 

wisdom & leadership  
(Robin & Ted Diamond)

Dyan Wiley
In honor of Rabbi Weiner (Guy Wood)
In memory of Harold & Estelle Samuels; 

Tony & Alma Fonsh (Judy & Kip Fonsh)
In memory of Jane Trigère  

(Tamar Shadur)
Mara & Harry Hahn
Joanna & Clay Ballantine
Marcia Gagliardi & Hattie Nestel
Ilana & William Schmitt
In memory of Jane Trigère  

(Joan Saperstan & Josette Henschel)
In memory of our parents: Bella & Lou 

Rubinstein; Dorothy & Sidney Sway 
(Elissa & Bernie Rubinstein)

In honor of Rabbi Weiner  
(Ruth Kane-Levit & David Levit)

Mila & Woody Sherman
In honor of our 50th wedding 

anniversary (Dorothy & Robert Pam)

In memory of Michael Kirschenbaum 
“Kirsch” (Lisa Kirschenbaum)

In memory of Robin Glasman  
(Elaine Walsh)

In memory of Dave Schimmel & Bob 
Stern (Marcia & Sheldon Goldman)

Barbara & Ted Slovin
Jules Chametzky
Eliza Gouverneur & Richard Cohen
Rona Chaya Conrad
In memory of Jane Trigère 

(Esther Mercer)
Kitty Axelson-Berry
Linda & Irv Seidman
Connie & Chuck Songer
Myra & David Ross
In memory of Irv Howards  

(Frieda Howards)
Randi Stein
Amy & Jeff Kalman
Moira & Stephen Clingman
Zahava & Israel Koren
Amy & James Sweeting
Danielle Kadinoff
Ellen & John Middleton
Carol Kaminsky
Elinor Levine & Scott Nielsen
Libby Arny
Rachel & Robert Vigderman
In honor of Leah Hara Parker-Bernstein 

(Ken Bernstein)
In memory of my parents, Pauline & 

Irving (Ken Bernstein)
In honor of Aleph ordination of Cantor 

Diana Brewer (Rosalie Eisen)
Amanda Mittman
In memory of Jane Trigère (Ziva Harmatz)
Alison & Adam Grabell
Barbara Goldstein & Avi Gladstone
In memory of Julius & Joy Aisenberg, 

Rollin & Lucille Pepper  
(Susan & Marty Pepper Aisenberg)

Patience & Aaron Bousel
In honor of Judy & Allen Davis on the 

occasion of their son Eric’s marriage to 
Julia Goldstein  
(Pearl-Anne & Nathan Margalit)

Jessica & Eric Wilkinson

Rachel Schwab-Rehorka & Gary Rehorka
Eve Eisman
Joan Epstein & Burt Franzman
Sharon Dunn & John Clayton
Nancy Cohen
Barbara & Gordon Freed
Alison Ellis

General Fund
In gratitude for Rabbi Weiner  

(Kristen Mishkin, Roy Ginsberg & 
Monica Ginsberg)

In memory of Bob Stern  
(Linda & Daniel Reif)

Allen Ross
Mazel tov to the Freed family on the 

occasion of Beth Ann’s wedding  
(Judy & Allen Davis)

In memory of Leonore Gordon  
(Marjory Ackerman & Jeanne Ryan)

In memory of Jane Trigère  
(Ruth & Howard Smith)

In memory of John & Anne Effrat 
(Andrew Effrat)

In appreciation of the kindness & support 
of this blessed community  
(Trigère Schoen Family)

high holiday donation
Jennifer & Dave Wells

project rehovot
In honor of Robin Diamond’s birthday 

(Kitty & Ken Talan)
Michael Brown
In honor of Yaffa Gunner  

(Linda & Daniel Reif)
In honor of Karen Loeb  

(Beth Notar & Joshua Roth)
Cantor Emily Mekler & Marc Cohen
In memory of Martin & Ruth Sorkin 

(Elissa & Bernie Rubinstein)
Ruth Wax
Joni Fraser & Mark Israel
Rona Chayah Conrad
In memory of Jane Trigère  

(Jan & Al Chevan)
In honor of Marilyn Kushick  

(Frieda Howards)
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Donations to the JCA (continued)

rabbi’s discretionary Fund
In honor of Robin Diamond’s generous 

heart & hands  
(Jaymie & Michael Chernoff)

In memory of Maurice & Thelma 
Rappaport Axelrod (Hattie Nestel)

In honor of Rabbi Weiner  
(Brian Schaffner)

In honor of Richard Cohen & the 
celebration of his 70th birthday  
(Ruth Love Barer)

Tzedakah
In honor of the yahrzeit of my mother, 

Helen Rabin (Monroe Rabin)

Youth & Family Education 
programs
Sara Schley & Joseph Laur
Rachael & Molly Goren-Watts
In memory of my parents, Joseph & 

Shula Schmerling (Ruby Schmerling)
Nina Mankin

A Trip to Israel
I am pleased to tell you about a unique new spiritually focused Israel trip, sponsored by Danny Cohen, the founding 
director of Or HaLev: Center for Jewish Spirituality and Meditation, in Israel. He comes very highly recommended! 
My husband, Jeff Weston, and I are planning to go and hoping to interest other JCA members. The trip is described as 
follows:

Life of the Spirit Israel pilgrimages are an invitation to an intimate, personal, experiential, and collective journey. They 
weave together exploration of the contours of the Land, encounters with living inspirational teachers and leaders, 
texts of enlivening wisdom, and embodied spiritual practices for deep learning and transformation. Past participants 
have described it as being "both like coming home as well as being spiritually transformative" and that "it made 
Judaism come alive in a very personal, meaningful and deeply spiritual way." For the full description, see https://www.
lifeofthespiritisrael.com.

Let me know if you are interested in a trip in April 2019.

Elana Klugman
elanaklugman@gmail.com

In The Valley

https://www
mailto:elanaklugman@gmail.com
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rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

director of Youth and Family Education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

Board of directors

 president: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 First vice president: Boris Wolfson (bywolfson@comcast.net)
 Second vice president: Ziva Harmatz (rharmatz@comcast.net)
 Third vice president: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Jeff Roth-Howe (jeffreyrothhowe@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Rachel Vigderman (rachelvig@comcast.net)
 Members at Large: Marty Pepper Aisenberg, Barbara Schaffer
 Bacon, Hans Herda, Frieda Howards, Lisa Kent, Janis Levy, 
 Jonathan Lewis, Leslie Lorber, Connie Songer

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
Education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers

office hours

 Monday: Office Closed
 Tuesday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Kolot — JCA Voices

January 2019

Editor/Graphic designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art director
Moira Clingman

proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices/

Deadline for the February issue 
is January 13th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 
and	many	lovely	gift	items.

You can shop whenever 
the	office	is	open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588  
info@jcamherst.org | https://jcamherst.org

Affiliated with Reconstructing Judaism
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