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Highlights this Month

JCA Annual Meeting, December 2
Orthodox Feminism: A Conversation with 

Rabbi Lila Kagedan, December 2
JCA Ḥanukkah Party, December 5

by JCA School student Anika Theis, inspired by Anne Frank: 
The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy 
is to go outside, somewhere where they can be quiet, alone 
with the heavens, nature and God.

Ḥanukkah Begins at Sundown on December 2nd
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Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Dear JCA,

The information cycle moves fast these days and is full 
of momentous events. What might have lingered in the 
national conversation for weeks in a bygone era is now 
quickly relegated to yesterday’s news. As I write this, in 
mid-November, the intensity of response to the Tree of Life 
massacre has already dissipated in the wake of the midterm 
elections, the California wildfires, and, of course, the 
subsequent mass murders. I can only guess what we will be 
talking about when you read this in December.

Still, I want to put down in writing some thoughts I shared 
in the aftermath of the Pittsburgh tragedy. It occurs to me their message transcends 
any one event, speaking more generally to life in these tumultuous times. 

We held an impromptu musical Kabbalat Shabbat service on the Friday night that 
followed the synagogue shooting. Attendance was robust, our regular numbers 
swelled by Jews emerging to be in community, as well as a significant contingent of 
non-Jewish “allies”--comprising at least a third of the congregation--who came to 
express solidarity with us. The mood was somber. I saw a few people crying in the 
pews. Nobody danced during the rousing songs.

Toward the end, I offered a reflection on the bit of sacred choreography that has 
us rise and face the door for the final verse of Licha Dodi, as if we are welcoming 
Shabbat, personified in the form of a resplendent bride, as she glides through our 
open doorway. How fraught, on this particular Shabbat, to orient ourselves toward 
the open door of our sanctuary! We expect Shabbat, but how could we help but 
be preoccupied by the thought that something more ominous might come in as we 
stood there, expectant and vulnerable?

It made me think of the other great occasion in Jewish tradition when we face 
an open doorway: the “Elijah moment” at the Passover seder. I recalled the 
explanation I learned that this ritual, which we understand to be a foreshadowing 
of messianic redemption, actually began as an act of passive aggression. Jews, 
victimized by the blood libel, opened their doors wide to show there was nothing 
unseemly going on inside their houses. But, while doing so, they muttered sacred 
curses to the midnight air of early spring. 

Our times, too, I said, for their own reasons, can also fill us with anger and fear as 
we contemplate the act of opening ourselves wide to the world. But we have to 
risk it, nonetheless. Otherwise, how will Shabbat, to say nothing of the ultimate 
redemption, ever find her way in? 

  b'shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

mailto:rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

December 2, Sunday
JCA AnnuAL Meeting
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
OrthODOx FeminiSm: A COnverSAtiOn with rABBi LiLA 
KAgeDAn
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
We are honored to welcome the first orthodox woman to adopt the title of 
rabbi, Lila Kagedan, for a public conversation with Rabbi Weiner, in which 
they will discuss her professional and spiritual journey, the achievements and 
challenges of her trailblazing path, changes and variations in the roles for 
women in modern Jewish orthodoxy, and other aspects of her remarkably 
diverse and accomplished work.

December 3, monday
PrAyerBOOk heBrew LiterACy with JAniS Levy
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Become more comfortable in services and at times of prayer. A program 
specifically developed for mature learners. Adult Education Class. Registration 
required.

December 5, wednesday
LunCh & LeArn with rABBi weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
JCA ḤAnukkAh PArty
5:30 pm
An evening of lights, puppetry, music and dancing to celebrate Ḥanukkah as a 
community. Dinner of latkes and matzoh ball soup, including GF options. Bring 
your own ḥanukkiah and candles to join in community candle-lighting, blessings  
and songs. Enjoy puppetry by Jonathan Keezing of Caravan Puppets. Music by 
JCA Klezmer Band and dancing!

December 6, thursday
yiDDiSh Leyner'S grOuP
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us.

eLDerS' ḤAnuKKAh LunCheOn
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Hosted by the Chesed Committee for JCA members 75 years or older or anyone 
who feels like an elder. For questions, call Judy at 413-530-3998.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.

Rabbi Lila Kagedan
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

JCA ADuLt reADing grOuP
7:30 pm
The book for discussion at the next JCA Adult Reading Group will be Life in a Jar 
by Jack Mayer. It is a remarkable, true story of three Protestant high school girls 
from Kansas uncovering the previously hidden story of Irena Sendler, a Polish 
Catholic social worker, who saved 2,500 Jewish children from extermination 
by the Nazis in the Warsaw ghetto. The book is available from the library, in 
paperback, and Kindle format. All are welcome to attend, even if you have never 
come before. If you have any questions, please call Ken Talan at 413-896-3372.

December 9, Sunday
CreAting A JewiSh hOme with meLAnie LewiS AnD
keren rhODeS
10:00 am – 11:45 am
Discussion of strategies for infusing Jewish values and traditions into our homes 
while living in a secular world.

iSrAeLi FiLm SerieS: ZerO mOtivAtiOn
2:00 pm
A contemporary Israeli film about a unit of female soldiers biding their time at a 
remote desert base. With an introduction by Jesse Ferris. For more information 
see the Adult Education brochure.

December 12, wednesday
LunCh & LeArn with rABBi weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
greAteSt hitS OF the tALmuD with rABBi DevOrAh JACOBSOn
6:30 pm – 7:45 pm
Wrestle with the meanings of some “gems” of the Talmud in this 6-part class.
Adult Education Class. Registration required.

December 13, thursday
JCA kLeZmer wOrkShOP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.
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December 19, wednesday
LunCh & LeArn with rABBi weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
greAteSt hitS OF the tALmuD with rABBi DevOrAh JACOBSOn
6:30 pm – 7:45 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration required.

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

the Schoen-trigere family would like to express their gratitude for the kindness, 
presence, friendship, and love shown by the community before and during their 
time of mourning the death of Hannah Jane Trigere, may her memory be a blessing. 
Please visit janetrigere.com to bask in her wonderful legacy. She loved being a 
member of the community and particularly participating in Torah conversations. We 
especially want to express our gratitude for the presence and acts of kindness of our 
beloved rabbi. He was a close friend to Hannah and she valued his friendship deeply. 
Thank you also to Diana Brewer for accompanying Hannah with song.

Our Community

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:
Sonya Gurewitsch
Jenny Kallick & Robert Bezucha
Judy & Larry Gutlerner

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming a 
member of the JCA, or 
you are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please 
contact Ann Wetherbee, 
Administrative Director, at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking your news
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news or 
anything significant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to:  
news@jcamherst.org. 

New Members

Sarah thomson will be showing her watercolors and prints at the Burnett Gallery 
in the Jones Library during January 2019. The opening will be Thursday, January 3, 
from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm.

Condolences

We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of 
those who have recently died.
Guillermo Cuelar, husband of Dale Schwarz

Jane Trigère, wife of Ken Schoen, mother of Shatay (Matt Curtis), Rachel Cassia, Seth 
and Rebecca (Matt Cohen), and grandmother of Emmet, Shunie, Skaya and Leah

mailto:news@jcamherst.org
mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
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Message from JCA President

Greetings,

It has been a complicated and upsetting month. The events 
in Pittsburgh remind us all that we have come far but not far 
enough. Anti-Semitism is never to be ignored or forgotten. We 
were all touched deeply by the events and have to grapple with 
what the new reality of what sanctuary and safety means to each 
of us. 

The intent of this brief column is to assure you that as the board 
of directors, we are working together with the leadership of our synagogue to look 
at safety and safety protocols at the JCA. We do not want to over or under react, 
but we need to be measured in how we respond. The board will be discussing this 
in greater detail in the near future. We are fortunate to have Rabbi Ben Weiner and 
Administrative Director, Ann Wetherbee, gathering more information to help guide 
us as we move forward.

The JCA Board of Directors is about to undergo a change. You will be approving 
the new slate of officers and board members at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
December 2. I want to thank the members who are leaving the board for their 
service to the community, and along with those who are remaining, I look forward 
to working with the new board members over the coming year.  

In other news, the JCA is in good shape financially and we have recently seen an 
uptick in new members! I look forward to a great year for the JCA, and to our 50th 
Anniversary celebratory events that are being planned to start in the fall of 2019. 

Please donate to the Annual Appeal if you are able. We would very much like to 
increase participation this year. The JCA is a wonderful place that we all cherish in 
our own ways.

 b’shalom, Eric Weiss

December 3, monday
Chesed Committee 
7:00 pm

December 6, thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

December 12, 
wednesday
Education Committee 
7:00 pm

December 14, Friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

December 20, 
thursday
Executive Committee 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

COMMittee 
meetingS
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Shabbat Vayeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23

november 30, Friday
kABBALAt ShABBAt ServiCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

December 1, Saturday
ShABBAt yOgA
8:45 am in the social hall
renewAL ServiCe
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

ShABBAt mOrning ServiCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Rosh Ḥodesh Tevet/Ḥanukkah, Parashat Mikets 
Genesis 41:1-44:17, Numbers 28:9-15, Numbers 7:42-47

December 7, Friday
FAmiLy FriDAy
5:30 pm
A monthly community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages.

December 8, Saturday
ShABBAt mOrning ServiCeS
10:00 am
Service Leaders: Marilyn Kushick & Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Vayigash, Genesis 44:18-47:27

December 14, Friday
kABBALAt ShABBAt ServiCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner & Danielle Kadinoff

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/month/ for 
updated information on 
services.

Kiddush & Oneg 
Sponsors
If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://jcamherst.org/calendar/month/
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Candle Lighting
December 7 ~ 3:57 pm

December 14 ~ 3:58 pm

December 21 ~ 4:01 pm

December 28 ~ 4:05 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Ḥanukkah
First candle December 2, 
Sunday

rosh Ḥodesh tevet
December 8/9, 
Saturday/Sunday

Shaḥarit minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

December 15, Saturday
ShABBAt yOgA
8:45 am in the social hall
ShABBAt mOrning ServiCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Tom Wolff

Shabbat Vayeḥi, Genesis 47:28-50:26

December 21, Friday
ShABBAt ne'imAh
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner, Diana Brewer, & the JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

December 22, Saturday
ShABBAt mOrning ServiCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shemot, Exodus 1:1-6:1

December 28, Friday
kABBALAt ShABBAt ServiCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be anounced

December 29, Saturday
ShABBAt mOrning ServiCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be anounced
D'var Torah: To be anounced
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torah Reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Eliza Gouverneur, elizagouv@msn.com, 413-256-6145, for reading in 
January; Marty Pepper Aisenberg, maisenberg@videntpartners.com, 978-249-8470, 
for reading in February. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel,  abousel@
comcast.net, 413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 413-549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

thank you
The Ritual Life Committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

• Torah/Haftarah readers: Michael Ash, Joe Boucher, Aaron Bousel,  
Richard Fein, Daniel Gordon, Hadar Grabel, Elissa Rubinstein, Yosef Rumshiskiy 

• Service leaders: Diana Brewer, Yossi Charette, Gordon Freed,  
Danielle Kadinoff, Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley, Yoel Sykes

• Musicians: Danielle Kadinoff, JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

mailto:elizagouv@msn.com
mailto:maisenberg@videntpartners.com
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
mailto:abousel@comcast.net


Kolot — JCA Voices  |  December 2018  |  page 10

Youth and Family Education

Dear Community,

On Sunday, October 28, I spent the hours during JCA School sitting in the lobby 
greeting members of the JCA community as well as the larger community. There 
were more people coming in and out than usual. There was a program for 
families with young children sponsored by the Lander-Grinspoon Academy, and 
JCA members were gathering in the sanctuary to share time together after the 
Pittsburgh shooting. I was not really looking forward to those hours. I am generally 
busy and finding the time to be present takes some effort. And that particular 
Sunday was very emotional. It was definitely a hard day.

I was surprised and gratified that I found being at that Greeter’s table so rewarding 
that morning. I was so clear that sitting there was exactly what I was supposed to be 
doing. That clarity was unexpected. I was glad to see so many faces I recognized and 
people I care about. I think everyone who walked into the building that morning was 
glad that I was there to greet them. I truly felt that I was being of service to my JCA 
community and the community at large.

If you have not volunteered yet as a greeter during school times, please use this 
link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f48aaab2ca57-greeter. We 
need volunteers for next semester, especially. I encourage you, too, to think about 
offering to serve as a greeter for other JCA gatherings. Especially after the events 
in Pittsburgh, this simple act of being present is a real deterrence to a possible act 
of violence. We are caring for each other and for our kids when we sit at that table. 
The Youth and Family Education Committee feels strongly that all members of the 
JCA Kesher community contribute in this way. It is also a great way to meet others 
and build our community together.

There are other opportunities to co-create community. We encourage families to 
connect with other families in their children’s classes. There are funds available 
through the Grinspoon Foundation to offset costs of hosting a Shabbat dinner or a 
Havdalah gathering. My family did this last November with the B’nai Mitzvah class 
and we created a lovely evening and chance to socialize and connect with each 
other. I highly recommend reaching out in this way.

This spring, we will be creating a Shabbaton experience by tagging onto a weekend 
of Family Camp at Camp Ramah in Palmer, MA. Please keep an eye out for 
announcements about this chance to be together for Shabbat. 

The JCA is our community. Now more than ever, we need to be active participants 
to create an environment that is warm and accepting, safe and welcoming, and a 
spiritual home for each of us.

 b’shalom, Mara Hahn
 Youth and Family Education Committee

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f48aaab2ca57-greeter
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December 2, Sunday
JCA SChOOL: miDOt, B’nAi mitZvAh & ShALOm tOtS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
JCA AnnuAL Meeting
10:00 am

December 5, wednesday
JCA SChOOL: eLeCtiveS
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
JCA ḤAnukkAh PArty
5:30 pm
An evening of lights, puppetry, music and dancing to celebrate Ḥanukkah as a 
community. Dinner of latkes and matzoh ball soup, including GF options. Bring 
your own ḥanukkiah and candles to join in community candle-lighting, blessings  
and songs. Enjoy puppetry by Jonathan Keezing of Caravan Puppets. Music by 
JCA Klezmer Band and dancing!

December 7, Friday
FAmiLy FriDAy
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
A monthly community Shabbat celebration appropriate for all ages - from tots 
to grandparents. Tots enjoy music, stories, puppets and more with Felicia Sloin. 
Torah study with Rabbi Weiner for older children, teens, and adults. All come 
together for a community meal. All community members, friends, and families 
are invited! Parent/Guardian attendance is required.

December 9, Sunday
LeArner’S minyAn: tOt – 5th grADe 
6/7th grade (see Better together below)
10:00 am – 10:45 am
Parents/Guardians of students are strongly encouraged to attend with their 
children.

JCA SChOOL: miDOt & ShALOm tOtS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Students move into their classrooms following Learner’s Minyan.

JCAt & B’nAi mitZvAh CLASS: Better tOgether
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

December 12, wednesday
JCA SChOOL: eLeCtiveS
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

For updates and 
complete school 
calendar listings go to:
https://jcamherst.org/
calendar/category/
youthcalendar/

School Calendar

Youth and Family Education (continued)

Better together: JCA teens, 
B'nai mitzvah Class 

and elders

https://jcamherst.org/calendar/category/youthcalendar/
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December 13, thursday
JCAt: JCA BAkery
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm

December 16, Sunday
JCA SChOOL: miDOt, B’nAi mitZvAh & ShALOm tOtS
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

December 19 – January 2
JCA SChOOL winter BreAk: nO CLASSeS
JCA School resumes on Sunday, January 6

Youth and Family Education (continued)

Lunch and Learn
Join Rabbi Weiner in a thought-provoking weekly discussion focused on 
halakah.
 Wednesdays, 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

Orthodox Feminism, A Conversation with Rabbi Lila Kagedan
Rabbi Lila Kagedan will discuss her journey, achievements and challenges 
becoming a female Orthodox rabbi. See page 3 for more information.
 Sunday, December 2, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Creating a Jewish home
Facilitated by Melanie Lewis and Keren Rhodes
Discussions of strategies for infusing Jewish values and traditions into our 
homes while living in a secular world.
 Sunday: December 9, 10:45 am – 11:45 am

israeli Film Series
Zero Motivation
A contemporary Israeli film about a unit of female soldiers biding their time at 
a remote desert base. With an introduction by Jesse Ferris.
 Sunday, December 9, 2:00 pm

Adult Education Committee

Adult education Offerings
More information at: 

https://jcamherst.org/education/adult-education/

Spotlight on Committees

https://jcamherst.org/education/adult-education/
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Chesed Committee

thank you, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.
Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.
We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

JCA Hall Gallery

Diverse People in a Smaller world: A Photographic exhibit by Alan hurwitz
Opening Thursday, December 6, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm in the JCA Hall Gallery in 
conjunction with Arts Night Plus.

Gallery hours: Tues. – Thurs. 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. Fri. 10:00 am – 3:00 pm or by 
appointment. It will be on display through the end of January.

Alan Hurwitz's photographic, professional and personal mission is to increase 
awareness and understanding among diverse and interdependent people of our 
shrinking world. This exhibit is an example.

Project Rehovot

Do A mitzvah – use JCA Project rehovot Catering
Are you planning a wedding, party, luncheon, or bar/bat mitzvah?   Please choose 
our Project Rehovot Catering Team to help. The food is delicious and we donate our 
fees, 80% to Project Rehovot and 20% to the JCA. We specialize in Jewish, Middle 
Eastern, and Mediterranean cuisine with attractive floral arrangements; we tailor 
events to your needs; and we use only the highest quality ingredients. 

Contact Karen Loeb at kloeb@comcast.net or 413-253-0336 for sample menus, 
quotes, and referrals.

Not Bread Alone

holiday volunteers needed for not Bread Alone
JCA members help to prepare a Christmas Day meal at Not Bread Alone. We need 
four volunteers for the cooking crew (9:00 am – 12:30 pm) and three for the cleanup 
crew (1:00 pm – 3:30 pm). Do a mitzvah and have fun.

To volunteer or for more information, please contact Hollie Kalkstein at 
holliekalkstein@gmail.com

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
mailto:kloeb@comcast.net
mailto:holliekalkstein@gmail.com
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Craig's Doors volunteers needed
The JCA Tikkun Olam Committee has supported Craig's Doors for several years by 
spearheading a volunteer effort during the holiday weeks, when student volunteers 
are in short supply. Volunteers can sign up to help with shelter set-up, meal service 
and clean-up.

"Tikkun Olam" (repair of the world) is a key Jewish value. Our efforts to support 
this invaluable resource helps repair our local world; Craig's Doors provides 
warmth, shelter, sustenance and welcome to our vulnerable homeless neighbors. 
Volunteering at Craig's Doors is important, rewarding, and eye-opening.

Please join in our effort by signing up to help now or especially during the holiday 
weeks of December 23-28 and December 30 - January 5. Potential volunteers 
should know that Craig's Doors has a behavior based admission policy; "all those 
who show respect for the safety and well being of our guests, volunteers and staff 
are welcome". In previous years, JCA members have often volunteered in pairs. This 
"buddy system" has proven to enhance the volunteering experience. Please note 
that this Tikkun Olam opportunity is not suitable for minors. 

Sign up online by going to http://www.craigsdoors.org, hovering over "Get Involved" 
(upper right of page), clicking on "Volunteer", and then clicking on the "Sign Up To 
Volunteer at the Shelter" button. It's multi-step but doing good often is. Please be 
sure to enter "JCA" in the "Organization" field.

Tikkun Olam Committee

http://www.craigsdoors.org
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Donations to the JCA

Adult education
Margaret Mastrangelo
Catherine Alpert
Conor McMahon
Elya Rowa
Carol Mardeusz
Amy Anaya
Judy Davis
Jackie Katz
Barbara Schaffer Bacon
Irv Seidman
Ted Diamond
Eli Porth

Annual Appeal
Jeanne Potash
Jean Krogh & Bob Solosko
Ina & Eli Porth
Leslie & Bryan Lorber
The Brown Family
In honor of Gali Berlin on becoming 5 

(Barbara Berlin)
Kitty & Ken Talan
Ruth Love Barer
In gratitude for the Renewal Services led 

by Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley 
(Andra Rose)

In memory of Richard C Goldstein  
(Leslie Goldstein)

In honor of Rabbi Weiner  
(Joan & Monroe Rabin)

Amy & Nolan Anaya
In honor of Florence Cohen turning 99 

(Lori Holder-Webb & Jeffrey Cohen)
In memory of Jane Trigère (Linda Sinapi)
Catherine & Jay Alpert
In honor of Rabbi Weiner, Diana Brewer 

& all who weave music into our prayers 
at the JCA (Barbara Schaffer Bacon & 
Roger Bacon)

In memory of Fran & Dan Schaffer who 
always joined & served to make their 
synagogue strong (Barbara Schaffer 
Bacon & Roger Bacon)

Barbara & James Pistrang
In gratitude to Rabbi Ben Weiner  

(Judy Glaser) 
Joyce Duncan & Sam Gladstone
In honor of Rabbi Ben Weiner (Jeanne 

Friedman & Carol-Ann Smalley)

In memory of Evelyn Irving Richman 
(Jeanne Friedman & Carol-Ann 
Smalley)

In memory of Jonathan Souweine  
(Judith Souweine)

general Fund
In honor of Judy & Allen Davis on the 

occasion of their son Eric’s marriage to 
Julia Goldstein (Devorah Jacobson & 
Margaret Mastrangelo)

In honor of Dan Reif’s birthday  
(Janis & Steven Wolkenbreit)

In memory of Lewis’ brother Robert 
Mainzer (Caden & Lewis Mainzer)

In memory of Jane Trigère  
(Pearl-Anne & Nathan Margalit)

In memory of Jane Trigère  
(Judy & Allen Davis)

In memory of Jane Trigère (Rhonda 
Frankel-Fein)

In memory of the Tree of Life victims 
(Jenny Kallick & Robert Bezucha)

In honor of Dan Reif’s 70th birthday 
(Deborah & Jeff Roth-Howe)

To honor the decades of support they 
gave to the JCA: David Schimmel, Bob 
Stern & Richard Ellis  
(Eva & Norman Brown)

In honor of Dorothy & Bob Pam’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary  
(Rachel & Robert Vigderman)

With appreciation for the Chevra Kadisha 
and Shomrim of our JCA Community 
(Ruth Love Barer)

In honor of Barbara & Gordon Freed’s 
daughter BethAnn’s marriage  
(Ruth Love Barer)

In memory of Jonathan Green  
(Richard Fein)

high holiday Open Door 
Gail Kainen
Mathieu Shapiro

Oneg/Kiddush
In honor of the upcoming 50th 

anniversary of my Bar Mitzvah  
(David Gordon)

Project Rehovot
Susan & Peter Cinner
Irene Janoff
Marilyn & Joe Kushick
In memory of Richard Ellis (Alison Ellis)

In honor of Yaffa Gunner  
(Caden & Lewis Mainzer)

In memory of Louis (Hilda Greenbaum)
Ruth & Howard Smith
In honor of the 70th birthday of Tara 

Wolman (Marilyn & Joe Kushick)
In memory of Robert Stern  

(Barbara & Ted Slovin)
Sarina Ergas
In honor of Yaffa & Haim Gunner  

(Pearl-Anne & Nathan Margalit)
In memory of Addie Soifer  

(Natalie Jarmon)
In honor of Rose Leah Rothenberg 

(Katherine Vorwerk & Robert Feldman)
Ellen & Jack Middleton
Christine & Fred Bloom
Leah Goldstein Mosimann &  

Pearl Mosimann
Jody Wax & Thomas Butler

rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In honor of Rabbi Weiner for all he does 

to create a welcoming culture at the 
JCA (Jeanne Friedman)

In memory of my mother Evelyn 
Denenberg Richman and my father, Joe 
Friedman (Jeanne Friedman)

Amy Kroin
In memory of Jane Trigère  

(Patience & Aaron Bousel)
In honor of the JCA “Musical Daveners”, 

the hardest working band in shul 
business  
(Catherine Nagel & Bob Horowitz)

In appreciation of Rabbi Weiner and his 
spiritual guidance (Ruth Love Barer)

In memory of Jane Trigère  
(Ruth Love Barer)

Janet Bordwin Kannel
In memory of Beatrice Myerson  

(Jane Brodwyn)
In gratitude to Rabbi Ben Weiner  

(Judy Glaser)
Nancy Pick & Lawrence Douglas
Ruth & Howard Smith
Janis & Steven Wolkenbreit

Thank you to Jeanne Friedman for 
helping to prepare the JCA parking lot 
for overflow parking needed recently for 
Kabbalat Shabbat services.
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rabbi Benjamin weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

Director of youth and Family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

Board of Directors

 President: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 First vice President: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)
 Second vice President: Bob Solosko (bobsolosko@outlook.com)
 third vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 treasurer: Jeff Roth-Howe (jeffreyrothhowe@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Eliza Gouverneur (elizagouv@msn.com)
 Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Mara Hahn,
 Hans Herda, Frieda Howards, Jonathan Lewis, Connie Songer,
 Randi Stein, Flo Stern, Boris Wolfson

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
Facility & maintenance: Santo Alers

Office hours

 Monday: Office Closed
 Tuesday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Kolot — JCA Voices

December 2018

editor/graphic Designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices/

Deadline for the January issue is 
December 12th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 

and many lovely gift items.

You can shop whenever 
the office is open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588  
info@jcamherst.org | https://jcamherst.org

Affiliated with Reconstructing Judaism
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