
Kolot — JCA Voices | May 2018 |Iyar – Sivan 5778

Jewish Community of Amherst

Devarim: Words from our Rabbi

Programs and Events Calendar

Our Community

Message From JCA President

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Youth and Family Education

Spotlight on Committees

Donations

In The Valley

JCA Administration

Highlights this Month

Mitzvah Day, May 6
Shabbat Ne'imah, May 18
Tikkun Ley'l Shavuot, May 19
Shavuot Services (Yizkor), May 20

Garden Window (Bird Garden)
by Shirah Neumann

In the JCA Hall Gallery beginning May 1



Kolot — JCA Voices  |  May 2018  |  page 2

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Dear JCA,

Those who attended Yossi Klein Halevi’s talk at the JCA 
in mid-April will surely agree that, though not always 
easy to hear, it was remarkably enlightening. Our guest 
demurred from the advertised topic, “Israel: What Gives 
Me Hope”, and instead analyzed several areas of disjunction 
in the relationship between American and Israeli Jews. I’ll 
summarize a few of his points.

Geography: We were asked to contrast our existence in a 
large country that has, generally speaking, provided as warm 
a welcome as Jews have ever received, with the experience 

of Israelis ringed around by hostile forces, and to consider how these disparate 
realities might condition different attitudes toward humanitarian dilemmas. What 
we interpret simply in ethical terms, such as the tragedies on the Gaza border, are 
viewed by the majority of Israelis as pertaining to existential threat.

Ethnicity: We were reminded that Israeli Jewish society is not the Ashkenazi enclave 
we might imagine it to be, but is, rather, remarkably diverse, and therefore not 
necessarily heir to the kinds of cultural traditions we take for granted as “Jewish”.

Class: Similarly, our socio-economic “white collar” presumptions about Jewish 
behavior do not map neatly on to Israeli society, which, after all, is composed of 
Jews inhabiting all strata of a typical modern economy. The centrality of the army 
to Israeli life also makes for an inherently “blue collar” sensibility, with forms of 
expression that might be jarring to our ears.

Politics: At least since the Second Intifada (2000-2005), the old Israeli left has 
lost all traction, with the majority of the population occupying a political center 
characterized by paradox: recognizing the need for a Palestinian state but fearing 
the implications of its emergence, under current circumstances, for the security of 
Israel.

With regard to American politics, and what might be termed the “Obama-Trump 
dilemma”, we were informed that many Israelis, Halevi included, viewed the 
Iran deal, which so many American Jews supported and most Israelis perceive as 
exacerbating a mortal hazard, as a betrayal. I confess to being somewhat taken 
aback by this revelation.

Halevi said more than this, and more eloquently than I can distill into this little 
space, concluding, poignantly, by asking his American relations to be “partners in 
anguish.” We are very welcome to our own opinions, but he encouraged us to come 
by them as painfully, and in as full an awareness of all the agonizing circumstances, 
as the Israelis must.

Though I would have preferred the advertised tidings of hope, it was indeed 
bracing, and even refreshing, to hear such frank and articulate analysis. I hope this 
information will continue to nuance our communal engagement with Israel.

  b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

mailto:rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org


Kolot — JCA Voices  |  May 2018  |  page 3

Programs and Events Calendar

May 1, Tuesday
ISLAM for JewS wITH rAbbI DevorAH JACobSoN
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

May 2, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wITH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

May 3, Thursday
YIDDISH LeYNer'S Group
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us at the JCA on the 
first Thursday of every month.

THe MerCHANT of veNICe: THe TrAGeDY of A CoMeDY wITH 
MurrAY M. SCHwArTz
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

May 6, Sunday
MITzvAH DAY
9:30 am – 1:00 pm
Breakfast and presentations of Better Together Interviews by B'nai Mitzvah/JCAT 
students at 9:30 am. At 10:00 am we split into Mitzvah project groups (both on 
and off-site). Sign up information will be forthcoming in a community email.

INTerGeNerATIoNAL LuNCH
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Adults ages 70+ are invited to enjoy lunch & activities, schmooze, share stories, 
form meaningful relationships, and have a good time with our B’nai Mitzvah 
and post B’nai Mitzvah teens. This is a free event open to people of all faiths. 
JCA membership is not required.

May 8, Tuesday
ISLAM for JewS wITH rAbbI DevorAH JACobSoN
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

May 9, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wITH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

May 10, Thursday
THe MerCHANT of veNICe: THe TrAGeDY of A CoMeDY wITH 
MurrAY M. SCHwArTz
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

JCA kLezMer workSHop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

May 15, Tuesday
ISLAM for JewS wITH rAbbI DevorAH JACobSoN
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

May 16, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wITH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

May 23, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wITH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

May 24, Thursday
JCA kLezMer workSHop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

May 30, wednesday
LuNCH & LeArN wITH rAbbI weINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
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Thank you to the JCA for all the  support and condolences following the death of my 
mother. They meant a great deal to me and my family.

Very sincerely, Aaron Berman

personal Assistant Needed
JCA members, Barbara Jenkins & Eli Kwartler, are looking for some help. Applicant 
must have experience with: meal preparation, light housekeeping, office tasks 
including iPad and PC work. Tasks will vary at each session. Strong organizational 
skills critical. 

May include driving client to and from appointments in client's car, so must have 
impeccable driving record. Must be able to assist with transferring client between 
car and wheelchair as well as assisting with wheelchair at appointments.  

Preference given to applicants who can start on May 1 for two hours a day on 2-4 
days a week. Hours will increase to approximately 15 hours a week starting mid 
June. Willing to hire more than one person to cover hours and responsibilities. 
Some shifts will occur around suppertime. Flexible schedule.

In Pelham, ten minute drive from Amherst center. Need own vehicle. Not on bus 
line. Contact: Barbara Jenkins at bbendaj@msn.com

Condolences
We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of 
those who have recently died.

olga perkovic and Aaron Goodstein, sister-in-law and nephew of Kol Goodstein

Adele Sandler, mother of Stephanie Sandler, mother-in-law of Austin Sarat, and 
grandmother of Ben, Emily, and Lauren Sarat.

Seeking Your News
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news or 
anything significant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to: 
news@jcamherst.org. 

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming 
a member of the JCA, 
we encourage you to 
get in touch with the 
Membership Committee 
at membership@
jcamherst.org. If you 
are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please contact 
the JCA Office at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Our Community

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

Upcoming Events

June 7, Thursday
JCA ADuLT reADING Group
7:30 pm
At our fourth meeting of the year, we will discuss My Father’s Paradise: A Son’s 
Search for His Jewish Past in Kurdish Iraq by Ariel Sabar. This non-fiction book 
is the story of Sabar’s father, Yona, who was born into a tiny Jewish enclave 
that had existed for almost 3,000 years in what is now the autonomous Kurdish 
region of northern Iraq. Although Yona left Kurdistan and emigrated to the 
U.S. when the creation of the state of Israel created hostile conditions for Iraqi 
Jews, he maintained strong emotional ties to the ancient tongue of Aramaic, 
his native language, and to his culture even as he ascended to a prominent 
academic position at UCLA. The book is in paperback and available through a 
library or Kindle. Come join us for a lively discussion and a deeper appreciation 
of the book you have read. New book group participants are always welcome! 
Any questions, please call Ken Talan, 253-2248.

mailto:bbendaj@msn.com
mailto:news@jcamherst.org
mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
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Message from JCA President

To the Congregation,

I have two important things on my mind this month.

The first is the FY 2019 budget for the JCA. Through a great deal 
of diligence and hard work, starting with Ann Wetherbee and 
then on the part of our Finance Committee consisting of our 
treasurer, Jeff Roth-Howe and community member Mila Sherman, 
we now have a balanced budget to review and present to the 

congregation later in the spring. 

This balanced budget essentially means we are doing this year what we did last 
year. A balanced budget means we are doing well enough, but that we must 
recognize that this comes after a few years of a contracting budget in which cuts 
and reductions were the only way to balance the budget. This also means we have 
not put back anything which was cut from the budget. One of the major bright spots 
in our budget is the amount of grant money brought into the JCA by our Youth and 
Family Education director, Keren Rhodes. These grants help us balance the budget 
and provide innovative education programs for our members. 

The board is now engaged in the task of reviewing and finalizing the budget on your 
behalf. This reflects a great deal of work and thought, and we all recognize that the 
JCA is something we need to work on together and nurture through the next year. 

The second topic on my mind is the recognition of a significant event, which 
occurred at the JCA this past weekend. I found myself inspired by the presence of 
Yossi Klein Halevi and his views of Israel and the complex relationship American 
Jews have with the State of Israel. His recognition of the total complexity of this 
issue, and his willingness to work on getting Palestinians and Jews along with 
American Jews and Israeli Jews to communicate, while recognizing how the politics 
have changed over the past 25 years, is critical to how we will move ahead. I had 
the amazing opportunity to meet him and talk with him at Harold Grinspoon’s on 
Saturday night as well and I found him to be engaging and inspiring. 

The JCA also shared itself with our Jewish neighbors to the south as part of this 
effort, something we need to do more of to help encourage communication and 
sharing for Jews throughout Western Massachusetts. Yossi Klein Halevi’s willingness 
to recognize that not everyone will agree on everything, because of how historically 
complex the entire situation is, was truly refreshing.

These two things together helped me to feel blessed as your president, and help me 
begin to understand how rewarding leading a congregation like the one at the JCA 
can be!

  b’shalom, Eric Weiss

May 2, wednesday
Ritual Life Committee  
7:00 pm

May 3, Thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

May 9, wednesday
Chesed Committee 
7:15 pm

May 11, friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

May 17, Thursday
Executive Committee 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

May 24, Thursday
Cemetery Committee 
5:45 pm

CoMMITTee 
MeeTINGS
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Shabbat Emor, Leviticus 21:1-24:23

May 4, friday
fAMILY frIDAY
5:30 pm in the social hall

May 5, Saturday
reNewAL ServICe
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

SHAbbAT MorING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Behar/Beḥukotai, Leviticus 25:1-27:34

May 11, friday
kAbbALAT SHAbbAT ServICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and Danielle Kadinoff

May 12, Saturday
SHAbbAT YoGA
9:00 am in the social hall
SHAbbAT MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Bamidbar, Numbers 1:1-4:20

May 18, friday
SHAbbAT Ne'IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner & the JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

May 19, Saturday
SHAbbAT MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/month/ for 
updated information on 
services.

kiddush & oneg 
Sponsors
If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://jcamherst.org/calendar/month/
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Candle Lighting
May 4 ~ 7:33 pm

May 11 ~ 7:41 pm

May 18 ~ 7:48 pm

May 25 ~ 7:55 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Lag b'omer
May 3, Thursday

Yom Yerushalayim
May 13, Sunday

rosh Ḥodesh Sivan
May 15, Tuesday

Shaḥarit Minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

Meditation Minyan
Wednesdays at 7:30 am in 
the small sanctuary.

Ma'ariv Minyan
The Ma'ariv minyan is on 
hiatus until further notice.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shavuot, Exodus 19:1-20:23, Numbers 28:26-31

May 19, Saturday
TIkkuN LeY'L SHAvuoT
7:00 pm – 11:30 pm
Join us for an evening of teaching and desserts. 
Please bring a dessert if you can. More details to follow in a community email.

May 20, Sunday
SHAvuoT ServICeS (YIzkor)
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Naso, Leviticus 4:21-7:89

May 25, friday
kAbbALAT SHAbbAT ServICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be announced

May 26, Saturday
SHAbbAT YoGA
9:00 am in the social hall
SHAbbAT MorNING ServICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner
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Torah reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Ruth Love Barer, ruthlove7@hotmail.com, 413-222-6988, for 
reading in June, Marty Pepper Aisenberg, maisenberg@videntpartners.com, 978-
249-8470, for reading in July. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel,  
abousel@comcast.net, 413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 413-549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

Thank You
The Ritual Life Committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

• Torah/Haftorah readers: Joe Boucher, Aaron Bousel, Ariel Chase-Parry, 
Danielle Kadinoff, Linda McConnell, Catherine Madsen, Elissa Rubinstein, 
Yosef Rumshiskiy 

• D'var Torah: Ariel Chase-Parry, Randi Stein 
• Service leaders: Diana Brewer, Ariel Chase-Parry, Richie Davis, 

Danielle Kadinoff, Aaron Kropf, Batya Perman, Randi Stein, Felicia Mednick 
and Sara Schley 

• Musicians: JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band
• Todah rabah to Helena Donovan for the beautiful handmade Torah cover for 

use in the small sanctuary.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

mailto:ruthlove7@hotmail.com
mailto:maisenberg@videntpartners.com
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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Youth and Family Education

Shalom Chaverim (Hello friends),
We are at the end of the first year of our new Kesher education program, and so far, 
it has been a tremendous success. Our students are engaging with Judaism in new 
and exciting ways, and we have had many reports from parents about how much 
their children do not want to miss Hebrew School.

One of the core elements of the new Kesher program has been a new approach to 
teaching Hebrew. I have spent several years studying all the latest information about 
how children acquire languages, and how this is applied to the supplementary 
Hebrew school setting. I spoke with colleagues across the country about what 
is working and what is not, and came up with the combination of using Hebrew 
Through Movement, and delayed decoding (waiting until later grades to learn to 
read).  

However, until now, I was operating on my own best guess and understanding of 
how to put together all the information and resources that are available. Beginning 
this year, the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland (an organization on the cutting 
edge of Jewish Ed curriculum and best practices), brought together some of the 
foremost experts on Hebrew language learning from around the country, and held 
a conference during which these leading educators worked together to form a 
coherent philosophy on Hebrew learning for the 21st century.  

This new approach was termed “Onward Hebrew”, and it is based in scientific 
research on language acquisition, as well as decades of cumulative classroom 
experience. Through Onward Hebrew we now have access to the best practices, 
curriculum and support needed to complete our own transition to this model.

Onward Hebrew is based on the principle of sound-to-print learning, applying four 
learning pillars: Hebrew Through Movement, Enriched Hebrew T’fillah & Worship, 
Integrated Jewish Life Vocabulary, and Delayed Teaching of Decoding.  

We believe this is what Hebrew learning can look like:

• A Hebrew-rich environment that offers multiple Hebrew touches, so that
our students see and hear Hebrew everywhere around them regularly

• Learners that exhibit confidence, competence and community -  a group of
people who value, honor, enjoy and support Hebrew language and culture,
and who infuse their conversations with Hebrew terms, even though they
might not be fluent Hebrew speakers

• Sound-to-print learning, i.e., beginning with Hebrew sounds (language,
prayer, and song) and moving eventually to print

I look forward to working with our staff and students as we continue on this journey 
of bringing Hebrew learning into the 21st century.

b’shalom, Keren Rhodes, Director of Youth and Family Education

Youth and 
Family Education 
Calendar
May 2, wednesday
JCA School: electives
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

family Lag b'omer 
Celebration
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
Dinner & S'mores

May 4, friday
Jv Corps Cooks/family 
friday
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm

family friday
5:30 pm

May 6, Sunday
Mitzvah Day
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Breakfast and presentations 
of Better Together 
Interviews by B'nai 
Mitzvah/JCAT students at 
9:30 am. At 10:00 am we 
split into Mitzvah project 
groups (both on and 
off-site). Projects will be 
completed around 1:00 pm, 
but individual end times 
may vary from project to 
project. See JCA Shabbat 
email for sign up link.

b’nai Mitzvah/JCAT: better 
Together
9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Final presentations 
followed by 
Intergenerational Lunch

For updates and complete 
school calendar listings 
go to: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/category/
youthcalendar/

register for Camp Shemesh:
https://jcamherst.org/camp/form/

register for kesher 2018-19 School Year:
https://jcamherst.org/jca-kesher-registration/

https://jcamherst.org/calendar/category/youthcalendar/
https://jcamherst.org/camp/form/
https://jcamherst.org/jca-kesher-registration/
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Spotlight on Committees

Chesed Committee

Thank You, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular thanks to Shiva Service Leaders Batya Perman, Efraim Eisen and  
Larry Fine; to Susan Zarchin, Kitty Talan, Judy Davis, Judith Souweine and  
Robin Diamond for helping at a funeral; and to Ken Bernstein, Amy Rothenberg, 
Elaine Walsh, and Randi Stein for preparing and delivering meals.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.
Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.
We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

Shirah Neumann: Windows
"These are images recorded while observing the play of light and changing of 
seasons through my studio window; a striking moon shadow that gives reason 
to pause at the hall window on the way to bed after rocking a child to sleep; the 
uncanny shadow in a garden wall; or one place within another. These paintings were 
made in a new medium for me, watercolor, following a two-year hiatus after my 
daughter was born. They are each connected and can be tracked as an evolution 
from an abstract idea (First	Frost) to a meeting of ideas (Itten	Window) to a parallel 
thought (Garden	Window) to a dialogue amongst images (Night	Garden). "

JCA Hall Gallery

Sanctuary update
Thank you to all at the JCA who continue to offer time and energy in support of 
Lucio Perez in Sanctuary at First Church Amherst. As part of the interfaith sanctuary 
network supporting Lucio and his family we provide meals, 24 hour accompaniment, 
and rides for family visits, take Spanish classes with Lucio, write letters to ICE in 
support of his case, attend "Jericho Walks" at the ICE building in Springfield, and 
attend monthly potluck dinners with Lucio and his family.

Lucio and his family are deeply grateful to all who support them in myriad ways. 
Their gentle spirits, faith and patience are an inspiration to all of us. To be added to 
JCA sanctuary email list: contact Karen Levine at klevine08@gmail.com

Tikkun Olam Committee

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
mailto:klevine08@gmail.com
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In The Valley

beit Ahavah’s 20th Anniversary party
May 12, Saturday at 7:00 - 10:00 pm  
Mill 180 Park, Suite 217, 180 Pleasant St. Easthampton (valet parking provided)

Please join us for a Beit Ahaversary, honoring Judy Goldman, founder and first president of Beit Ahavah, the Reform 
synagogue of greater Northampton, as we celebrate our 20th anniversary with a dance party. New England’s roots 
rockin’ klezmer band, Klezamir, will provide the music. The event will feature appetizers, desserts, a cash bar, and a silent 
auction and is open to the community.

Tickets available at https://beitahavah.brownpapertickets.com, by contacting the Beit Ahavah office, or at the door. 

$36 through May 1 and  $44 after May 1. For more information, call: 413-587-3770 or contact: info@beitahavah.org or 
access our website: http://www.beitahavah.org

Donations to the JCA

Adult education
Margaret Mastrangelo
Judy Davis
Aaron Berman
Eve Eisman
Irv Seidman

Chesed Committee
In memory of Ruth Hecht, mother & 

Lewis Hecht, brother 
(Marilyn & Jeff Blaustein)

General fund
With thanks to Rabbi Weiner (Niki Lynes)
In honor of Rabbi Weiner (Ziva Harmatz)
In memory of Rose Waldstreicher 

(Marian & Leonard Lubinsky)

In memory of Adele Sandler 
(Stephanie Sandler & Austin Sarat)

project rehovot
In honor of the children of Rehovot and 

in memory of the past (Robin Cossin)

rabbi’s Discretionary fund
Mazel tov to Barbara & Roger Bacon on 

becoming new grandparents 
(Frieda Howards)

Second Seder Donations
Roslyn & Mort Heafitz
Jeanne Friedman & Carol-Ann Smalley
Jeffrey Cohen & Lori Holder-Webb
Pamela Hecht & Pamela Leung

Ken Bernstein
Mark Phillips
Hannah Blau
Natalie Jarmon
Josh & Airlie Rose

Tzedakah
Anna Sobel & Brian Bender
Ruth Smith
Judi & Kip Fonsh

Thank you to the Yiddish Book Center for 
the donation of the replacement piano in 
the JCA Sanctuary.

https://beitahavah.brownpapertickets.com
mailto:info@beitahavah.org
http://www.beitahavah.org
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rabbi benjamin weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

Director of Youth and family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

board of Directors

 president: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 first vice president: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)
 Second vice president: Bob Solosko (bobsolosko@outlook.com)
 Third vice president: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Jeff Roth-Howe (jeffreyrothhowe@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Eliza Gouverneur (elizagouv@msn.com)
 Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Mara Hahn,
 Hans Herda, Frieda Howards, Jonathan Lewis, Connie Songer,
 Randi Stein, Flo Stern, Boris Wolfson

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers

office Hours

 Monday: Office Closed
 Tuesday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
 When the JCA School is in session on Wednesday, the office   
 remains open until 6:00 pm.

Kolot — JCA Voices

May 2018

editor/Graphic Designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices/

Deadline for the June/July issue 
is May 13th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 

and many lovely gift items.

You can shop whenever 
the office is open.
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