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Highlights this Month
Yom Hashoah Program, April 8
Yossi Klein Halevi: "Israel: What Gives Me Hope", April 15
Yom Ha'Atzma'ut Program:
Documentary Film, "The Island", April 15
Shabbat Ne'imah, April 20

Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

Dear JCA,
Antisemitism has been in the news quite a bit lately. Let’s
talk about it.
Since I learned of its origin, I’ve never been particularly
satisfied with “antisemitism” as the label for the complex
of irrational hatreds directed against Jews, but it serves a
purpose. The term came into being in the mid-19th century
as a sanitizing euphemism, coined not by its opponents but
by those who proposed to practice it as a political doctrine.
The pseudo-scientific pretension of the word befits the
process of updating a primitive emotion for the modern era,
lending to base vulgarity the patina of refinement and civilization. In the time that
has elapsed since then, we have “flipped the script”, using antisemitism not as a
rallying cry but as a diagnosis. It is now the term-of-art by which we name and call
out those who rely and act upon the tropes of Jew-hatred to advance their agendas-or for whom hatred of Jews is itself the agenda.
We are indeed living in a time when it remains relevant to make this diagnosis.
Recently released statistics from both the Anti-Defamation League and the FBI
indicate that the past year has seen a significant spike in reported antisemitic
incidents and that more than half of the religiously-motivated hate crimes in the US
are perpetrated against Jewish targets, though we represent a mere two percent of
the population. The news has brought us stories both of the rightwing variety--a la
Charlottesville--and the more complicated percolation of anti-Jewish sentiment on
the political left, such as the recent attempts to untangle the relationship between
leaders of the Women’s March and Louis Farrakhan.

Rabbi Weiner wants
to make sure the
community knows he
is available and eager
to visit at home, or
in the hospital, with
people who are unwell
or otherwise in need of
some spiritual support.
The important step is
to make sure he knows
you are in need!
Please don’t hesitate
to contact him directly
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or
through the JCA office,
if you would like a visit.

I will admit, frankly, that this isn’t what keeps me up at night. (That role is reserved
mostly for facts about climate change, but to each his own.) Nonetheless, as the
spiritual leader of a Jewish community, I pay attention and try to think the matter
through. The sermon I delivered on Yom Kippur last year, which can be accessed
through the JCA website, was my most protracted effort to speak on this issue.
I still stand by what I said then. The times call for vigilance but not panic. We
must continue to combat the hatred from the right by advocating for the civil and
compassionate society that benefits all of its inhabitants. We must address the
hatred from the left by standing up for ourselves even as we remain committed to
standing with others.
And, I would only add, we should remember that the strongest answer to
antisemitism has always been, and always will be, to live Jewishly.
b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
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Programs and Events Calendar

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities,
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and
other services.

April 3, Tuesday
Islam for jews with rabbi devorah jacobson
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

April 4, Wednesday
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
April 5, Thursday
Yiddish leyner's group
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm

We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us at the JCA the first
Thursday of every month.

April 8, Sunday
Yom hashoah program
7:00 pm – 8:45 pm

A screening of a Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky film, Defying the Nazis: The
Sharps’ War; a documentary that tells the untold story of an American husband
and wife who spent nearly two years on life-threatening missions in Europe to
save refugees and dissidents from Nazi occupation. Marin Goldman who plays
the voice of the wife, Martha, and Professor Ervin Staub, distinguished scholar
of altruistic response to violence and consultant to the film, will be present to
respond to questions. Light refreshments will be served. More information:
https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Yom-Hashoah-2018.pdf

April 10, Tuesday
Islam for jews with rabbi devorah jacobson
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Adult Education class. Registration required.

April 11, Wednesday
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

April 12, Thursday
ISrAelI DANce WITH rANDI STeIN
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

jcA KlezMer WorKSHoP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

April 15, Sunday
"Israel: What Gives me Hope" with Yossi Klein Halevi
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

The JCA is honored to be hosting renowned Israeli journalist and writer Yossi
Klein Halevi as part of our participation in the Jewish Federation of Western
Massachusetts Celebration of Israel @ 70. More information on the JCA
website: https://jcamherst.org/

Yom ha'atzma'ut program: documentary film, The Island
7:00 pm – 8:45 pm

An award-winning film about a hospital in Jerusalem that functions as a hospice
for the terminally ill. A diversity of people populates the hospital. A discussion
will follow the screening with the director of the film, Adam Weingrod, and
Tamar Shadur, a JCA member whose mother spent the last three months of her
life in the French Hospital. Light refreshments will be served. More information:
https://jcamherst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/The-Island-2018.pdf

April 17, Tuesday
Islam for jews with rabbi devorah jacobson
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Yossi Klein Halevi

Adult Education class. Registration required.

April 18, Wednesday
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
April 19, Thursday
the merchant of venice: the tragedy of a comedy
with Murray M. schwartz
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Adult Education Class. Registration required.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

April 25, Wednesday
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Weiner
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

Committee
Meetings
April 2, Monday

April 26, Thursday
the merchant of venice: the tragedy of a comedy
with Murray M. schwartz
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Chesed Committee
7:15 pm

April 4, Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee
7:00 pm

Adult Education Class. Registration required.

Klezmer Workshop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

April 5, Thursday

April 29, Sunday
JCA ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate)
TRAINING
10:15 am

This class is led by a police officer, providing preparation and a plan for
individuals and organizations on how to more proactively handle the threat
of an aggressive intruder or shooter. Limited space is available so please RSVP
here: https://jcamherst.org/alice-training/

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

April 13, Friday
Adult Education
Committee
12:15 pm

April 19, Thursday
Board Meeting
7:00 pm
Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

Our Community

April 26, Thursday

New Members

Executive Committee
7:00 pm

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:
Nancy Simons
Matthew & Kerry Spitzer

Condolences
We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of
those who have recently died.
Rose Berman, mother of Aaron Berman, mother-in-law of Amy Mittelman, and
grandmother of Louis and Alan
Grayce Perlbinder, mother of Lisa Perlbinder, mother-in-law of Tom Porter, and
grandmother of David, Addie, and Emily
Marius Sznajderman, artist, beloved husband of Suzanne, father of Michael, Tobi
and Marc, father-in-law of Elaine, Joel and Jeannette, grandfather of Evan, Aimee,
Jesse, Lily, Hannah, Noah and Rachel
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Our Community (continued)

Mazel Tov to April Bat Mitzvah Ariel Chase-Parry

Seeking Your News

Ariel Chase-Parry will be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on April 28. She will lead a musical
service with Rabbi Ben Weiner and Diana Brewer
on Friday evening and Shabbat morning. Her
Spiritual Godmother, Rabbi Shefa Gold, will
also lead some chants with Ariel. Many Jewish
leaders from around the valley and country will be
celebrating with us. We hope you will join us.
Ariel was born in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and
has lived in Ethiopia, Israel, Vermont, and now
Massachusetts. Her favorite kid in the world is
her little brother, Ezra. She loves performing in
musicals and currently attends Pioneer Valley
Performing Arts School. In Vermont, she performed
in Mulan, James and the Giant Peach, and Shrek
the Musical with Rutland Youth Theatre. She also performed in The Secret Garden
at the Western Opera House with members from the New York Metropolitan Opera
Met.

We would like to hear
from you! Please send
us your good news or
anything significant
you would like to
share. We welcome
your announcement
up to 120 words and
an accompanying jpeg
photo up to 1MB in size.
Please send by the 12th
of the month before the
publication of the next
newsletter to:
news@jcamherst.org.

Last year, when we moved to the valley, she attended Lander Grinspoon Academy,
where she loved her teachers and her fellow students. This past summer, she had
the opportunity to spend time in a rural Abuyudaya village in Uganda where her
Mom officiated at the first Jewish wedding in that community. More than 1,500
people attended, and Ariel was a photographer and an assistant to her Mom. Ariel
is also involved in Damara's HOPE, a foundation that helps strengthen families in the
developing world, thereby preventing children from becoming orphans.
The theme of Ariel's Bat Mitzvah comes out of her parsha - Kedoshim, "V'ahavta
l'rey-acha kamocha -You shall love your fellow person as yourself." Her father Harley
Parry, mother Rabbi Yafa Chase, and brother Ezra hope you will come and celebrate
this important day for Ariel, our family and our community.

Joining the Jewish
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know
more about becoming
a member of the JCA,
we encourage you to
get in touch with the
Membership Committee
at membership@
jcamherst.org. If you
are ready to receive
membership application
materials, please contact
the JCA Office at
413-256-0160 or
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Kiddush & Oneg
Sponsors

Seventh Day Pesaḥ
Exodus 13:17-15:26, Numbers 28:19-25
April 6 Friday
Seventh Day PesaḤ Services
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Eighth Day Pesacḥ
Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17, Numbers 28:19-25
April 6, Friday
No family friday this month

April 21:
Randi Stein, in celebration
of her 70th birthday
April 27 & 28:
Rabbi Yafa Chase and
Harley Parry, in honor
of their daughter Ariel
becoming Bat Mitzvah
If you would like to
help with or sponsor a
kiddush, please contact
Ann Wetherbee, our
Administrative Director, at
admindir@jcamherst.org

April 7, Saturday
shabbat yoga
9:00 am in the social hall
Renewal service
10:00 am in the small sanctuary

Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

Shabbat eighth day pesaḤ Services (yizkor)
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shimini, Leviticus 9:1-11:47
April 13, Friday
Kabbalat Shabbat services
6:15 pm

Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and Danielle Kadinoff

April 14, Saturday
Shabbat Morning Services
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Check the JCA website
at: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/month/ for
updated information on
services.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shabbat Tazria/Metzora, Leviticus 12:1-15:33
April 20, Friday
Shabbat ne'imah
6:15 pm

Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner & the JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band

April 21, Saturday
shabbat yoga
9:00 am in the social hall
shabbat Morning Services
10:00 am

Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Randi Stein

Candle Lighting
April 6 ~ 7:02 pm
April 13 ~ 7:09 pm
April 20 ~ 7:17 pm
April 27 ~ 7:25 pm

Shabbat Aḥarei Mot/Kedoshim, Leviticus 16:1-20:27
April 27, Friday
Kabbalt Shabbat Services
6:15 pm

Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner, Ariel Chase-Parry, Diana Brewer,
Aaron Kropf (guitar),& Richie Davis (percussion)

April 28, Saturday
shabbat morning services
10:00 am

Bat Mitzvah: Ariel Chase-Parry
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner, Ariel Chase-Parry, Diana Brewer,
Aaron Kropf (guitar),& Richie Davis (percussion)
D'var Torah: Ariel Chase-Parry

Times shown are 18
minutes before sunset for
Amherst, MA

Rosh Ḥodesh Iyar
April 15/16, Sunday/Monday

Yom Hashoah
April 12, Thursday

Yom Ha'atzma'ut
April 19, Saturday

Shaḥarit Minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the
small sanctuary

Meditation Minyan
Wednesdays at 7:30 am in
the small sanctuary.

Ma'ariv Minyan
The Ma'ariv minyan is on
hiatus until further notice.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Torah Reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read,
please contact: Randi Stein, randistein@earthlink.net, 413-549-0526, for reading in
May; Ruth Love Barer, ruthlove7@hotmail.com, 413-222-6988, for reading in June.
For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel, abousel@comcast.net, 413-253-3544.
If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 413-549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

Thank You
The Ritual Life Committee would like to thank those who have given their time
and expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:
•
•
•
•

Torah/Haftorah readers: Joe Boucher, Aaron Bousel, Diana Brewer,
Ezekiel Flint, Avi Gladstone, Sam Gladstone, Hadar Grabel, Linda McConnell,
Jane Myers, Yosef Rumshiskiy, Randi Stein
D'var Torah: Ezekiel Flint
Service leaders: Marty Pepper Aisenberg, Gordon Freed, Danielle Kadinoff,
Catherine Madsen, Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley
Musicians: JCA Shabbat Ne'imah Band
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Youth and Family Education

From the JCA Kesher 4th and 5th grade class - Teacher: Eri Svenson
Throughout this semester, my students have been exploring the connections between Middot (Jewish values) and the
needs of the immigrants and refugees in our local community. One of the Middot we have been learning about is Koach
Hadibur, which teaches us that our words have the power to affect those around us. Together, we decided to use the
power of our words to support a refugee assistance organization, and the students voted on Jewish Family Service in
particular because of their comprehensive services and the number of individuals they help.
These are the letters my students wrote, addressed to all JCA families, explaining in their own words why they think
it is important to give to JFS. If you are able, please consider donating (jfswm.org). Not only will it make a difference
in the lives of refugee families, but it will help show our students that their words have power and are valued in their
community.
Student A. “I think that you should donate tzedakahh to JFS because it’s doing tzedakah, a mitzvah, and ger lo tilchatz
(do not oppress the stranger). And because we are Jewish, and these are Jewish values, we should practice them. Also,
refugees often need help, so if JFS is supporting that, we should support them.”
Student B. “I believe that you should donate to Jewish Family Service for three reasons. One, it shows your support. Two,
it might even change lives for the better. Three, it will help you feel better about yourself. Showing your support is very
important. It will convince others to donate and help the cause. Overall, the more support you show, the better it is. For
example, if you were a refugee then I’d think you would like people giving support. The fact that it might change lives is
also important. It may help people get a foothold and start their lives again in America. They would get food and drinks
when they have none! It will also make you feel better about yourself knowing you donated and changed lives, showed
your support, even if it’s only a few dollars. Those were three reasons I believe you should donate to Jewish Family
Service.”
Student C. “I think we should support refugees because they don’t know their way around and they’re sick or hurt and
starving. They need help surviving in this new home/place. They maybe are sick and need shelter and food and home.”
Student D. “I think you should donate to refugees. Here are some reasons. 1. Most refugees lost their homes. 2. Most
refugees do not have so much money. 3. Some do not have so much food.”
Student E. “I think you should think how people feel who are refugees and don’t have any friends or at least not many,
and don’t really know how America is. You can help by: giving tzedakah, welcoming them, and giving them food.”
Student F. “I think you should donate tzedakah to Jewish Family Service. One reason why, you help them out. Another
reason why, you will save their lives. Lastly, they could get more things they want.”
Student G. “I think that you should donate to refugees. Here are some reasons. 1. Most refugees lost their homes. 2.
Most refugees do not have much money. 3. Some do not have so much food.”
Student H. “Jewish Family Service provides food, basic needs, childcare, and counseling to new refugee families. You
should give tzedeka to JFS because it can help a refugee family get food and a house. Ger Lo Tilchatz – to not oppress the
stranger – or even better help the stranger by giving tzedakah you can help refugee families coming to America.”
Student I. “Please consider helping the refugees. Because we once wandered in the desert we were refugees so we
know first hand the hardships of immigration. But the difference is we can help. So consider helping our friends from far
away places.”
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Youth and Family Education (continued)

Youth and Family Education Calendar
April 1, Sunday
spring break: No jca school classes
April 4, Wednesday
jca school: electives and b'nai mitzvah
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
April 8, Sunday
jcat: better together/b'nai mitzvah
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
learner's minyan
10:00 am – 10:45 am
shalom tots: musical service and instructor led activities
JCA school: midot
10:00 am – 11:45 am
JCA School: hebrew session 4
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
April 11, Wednesday
Family: Yom hashoah program
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
Details will be announced

Buy Your Dean's Beans
Coffee through the JCA
and support the JCA
School!
Dean's Beans Order Form:
https://goo.gl/forms/
nIJBTBuDxWbjfjDI2

April 15, Sunday
spring break: No jca school classes
April 18, Wednesday
spring break: No jca school classes
April 20, Friday
Teens: jv corps cooks/shabbat ne'imah
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
shabbat ne'imah
6:15 pm

Parent/guardian attendance required
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Youth and Family Education (continued)

April 22, Sunday
shalom tots: musical service and instructor led activities
JCA school: midot and b'nai mitzvah
10:00 am – 11:45 am
JCA School: hebrew session 4
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
April 25, Wednesday
jca school: electives and b'nai mitzvah
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
April 29, Sunday
shalom tots: instructor led activities
JCA school: midot and b'nai mitzvah
10:00 am – 11:45 am
upcoming events
May 2, Wednesday
jca school: electives
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
family: lag b'omer celebration
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Dinner & s'mores

May 4, Friday
jv corps cooks/family friday
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
family friday
5:30 pm
May 6, Sunday
Mitzvah day
9:30 am – 1:00 pm

Breakfast and presentations of B'nai Mitzvah/JCAT Better Together interviews at
9:30 am. At 10:00 am we split into Mitzvah project groups (both on and off-site).
Projects will be completed around 1:00 pm, but individual end times may vary
from project to project. Stay tuned for details and sign-up.

For updates and complete
school calendar listings
go to: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/category/
youthcalendar/
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Spotlight on Committees

Chesed Committee

A Compassionate
Community

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate
support to others in the community.
In particular thanks to Shiva Service Leaders Batya Perman, Efraim Eisen and
Larry Fine; to Susan Zarchin, Kitty Talan, Judy Davis, Judith Souweine and
Robin Diamond for helping at a funeral; and to Ken Bernstein, Amy Rothenberg,
Elaine Walsh, and Randi Stein for preparing and delivering meals.
And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

JCA Hall Gallery
Guys I Know: A Celebration of and Reflection on Male Friendship by Neil Stillings is
on view February through April at the JCA. Neil Stillings is an amateur photographer
and professor of psychology at Hampshire College. He learned photography in the
1950s and 1960s from his father, a chemist who maintained a home darkroom
and was a devoted nature photographer. After a mid-life lull, Neil rediscovered
photography as he approached retirement from college teaching.

Tikkun Olam Committee
JCA’s Annual Food Collection at The Hadley Stop & Shop
Thursday, April 19, Friday, April 20, and Sunday, April 22
Volunteers are needed for 2-hour shifts to make this effort a success. Food is
collected to help stock the Amherst Survival Center’s Food Pantry. This community
resource is ever more important; a growing number of local households utilize the
pantry as government food assistance programs shrink. We need your help. This is a
great (and easy, fun) tzedakah project for individuals and families, guaranteed to be
productive and appreciated (we collect thousands of pounds of food for the Survival
Center pantry). Questions? Contact Harry Hahn at hmlh33@gmail.com
To volunteer, please sign up at: https://tinyurl.com/S-S-food-collection

The Chesed Committee
assists JCA members
in times of joy, sorrow,
and need, coordinating
volunteers to help with
meals, rides, errands,
visits, shiva minyans, etc.
We also welcome babies
to the community.
Please let us know if
you, someone in your
family, or someone in
the community is ill,
hospitalized, or in need of
assistance. We can’t help
if we don’t know.
Contact the Chesed
Committee by email at
jcachesed@gmail.com
or by calling the office at
(413) 256-0160.
We encourage you to be
part of the JCA’s growth
as a compassionate
community. New
committee members
are welcome at any time
to participate in this
mitzvah.

Keeping Hope Alive: An Interfaith Service For Syria
Sunday, April 8 at 3:00 - 4:30 pm
First Churches of Northampton, 129 Main Street, Northampton
This will be a special moment to remember, through poetry, music and reflection,
the toll this war has taken on the Syrian people. We will hear the experiences of a
Syrian refugee, receive an update about the current situation from a Syria expert,
and learn about the actions of local high school students on behalf of Syria. We will
have opportunities to hear about advocacy actions we can take and to donate to the
humanitarian work of the Syrian Emergency Task Force inside Syria. They are truly
keeping hope alive through their efforts to provide food, medicines, and schooling
for children and families. The service is free and open to the public.
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Donations to the JCA

Adult Ed

Jaymie Chernoff
Leslie Jordan
Sallie Deans Lake
Phyllis Herda

Annual Fund

Rhoda & Ronald Juels
In honor of Judith Souweine & Rabbi
Benjamin Weiner
(Sallie Deans Lake & Kevin Lake)
Ruth & Howard Smith
Maria Scudere & Eric Weiss
Elaine Trehub
Jean Krogh & Bob Solosko

General Fund

In memory of my father, Samuel Perlman
(Ruth Smith)
Leah Berlin

Shira Kaufman
Austin Cohen
Anonymous Donation
In memory of Eve Peterfreund
(Eva & Norman Brown)
In memory of Lou Jacobson
(Gerald Friedman & Debra Jacobson)
In memory of Marius Sznajderman
(Brian Schaffner)
In memory of Marius Sznajderman
(Susi Friedmann)
In honor of Rabbi Weiner, Rabbi Efraim,
Batya Perman, the Chesed Committee
& Ann Wetherbee
(Tobi Sznajderman & Joel Harris)
In memory of Lisa Perlbinder’s mother
(Judy & Allen Davis)
In memory of our friend and neighbor,
Marius Sznajderman
(Jill & David Brown)

In memory of my husband Marius
Sznajderman and in honor of Rabbi
Weiner who led such a touching
funeral service and in honor of Efraim
Eisen who officiated at one of the
Shiva services
(Suzanne Sznajderman)

Oneg/Kiddush

In Appreciation for Family Friday Shabbat
Dinner (Lee Jennings & Eric Sommers)
Eileen Rutman

Project Rehovot

In honor of Karen Loeb & the Project
Rehovot Catering Group
(Yaffa & Haim Gunner)

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In appreciation of Sarah Thomson’s
contribution to the JCA and its
members (Linda & Irv Seidman)
Sallie Deans Lake & Kevin Lake

In The Valley
Violin Lessons
Are you looking for an enthusiastic, trained and experienced violin teacher? I have had over four decades of
successful teaching in the valley. I am offering full scholarships to JCA families. If you are interested, I can be reached
at landersuzuki@gmail.com or 413-586- 1137. Hope to hear from you - Rose Lander (wife of rabbi emeritus Yechiael
Lander).

U.S. Foreign Policy In The Middle East: Trends Under The Trump Administration
Wednesday, April 4 at 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk, Amherst
A year into the Trump presidency, we hope to explore the broad contours of the administration's approach to the Middle
East and understand what the next few years will look like in terms of U.S. relations with Saudi Arabia and Iran, approach
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the U.S. role in Syria, counterterrorism operations, etc. We will also examine how U.S.
foreign policy towards the Middle East has been shaped over the decades and its impact on the way ordinary Americans
perceive the region and the broader Muslim world. Join us for a conversation with UMass Professor David Mednicoff and
Professor Osamah Khalil, Syracuse University. RSVP: Leif.maynard@gmail.com. This event is part of our Transforming this
Moment: Examining Our Collective Responsibility series, jointly co-sponsored by Critical Connections and Karuna Center
for Peacebuilding, and is free and open to the public.

Combatants For Peace: A Conversation With Palestinian And Israeli Peace Activists
April 22 at 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts in West Springfield
Speaker: Suleiman Khatib and others. Co-sponsored by AFCfP, ISWM, Critical Connections
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Treasurer: Jeff Roth-Howe (jeffreyrothhowe@gmail.com)
Clerk: Eliza Gouverneur (elizagouv@msn.com)
Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Mara Hahn,
Hans Herda, Frieda Howards, Jonathan Lewis, Connie Songer,
Randi Stein, Flo Stern, Boris Wolfson

Deadline for the May issue is
April 12th.

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA
Guidebook.
Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
Education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers
Office Hours
Monday: Office Closed
Tuesday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Friday: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
When the JCA School is in session on Wednesday, the office 		
remains open until 6:00 pm.

Affiliated with Reconstructing Judaism

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?
The Judaica Store features books
by JCA members
and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot
and many lovely gift items.
You can shop whenever
the office is open.
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