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JCA CAN (Community Action Now) 

Our Vulnerable Immigrant Neighbors, October 14
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Sukkot begins at sundown 
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Programs and Events Calendar

October 1, Sunday
SUkkAH bUIldINg
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Help us put up the JCA sukkah. No special skills needed. This is a fun project and 
an opportunity to meet and work with fellow JCA members. Snacks provided!

October 4, Wednesday
lUNCH & leArN WITH rAbbI WeINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

October 5, Thursday
YIddISH leHNer'S grOUP
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us at the JCA the first 
Thursday of every month.

October 11, Wednesday
lUNCH & leArN WITH rAbbI WeINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

October 14, Saturday
JCA CAN (COmmUNITY ACTION NOW) 
OUr VUlNerAble ImmIgrANT NeIgHbOrS
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm (following kiddush)
An overview of the issues and how our community can help

October 15, Sunday
eSSeNTIAl TeACHINgS Of THe bA'Al SHem TOV WITH NANCY flAm
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
In this two-session series, we will explore essential ideas of the Ba'al Shem Tov 
(Rabbi Yisroel ben Eliezer, 1698-1760): defining spiritual insights that might 
inform how we work with our own minds and hearts to participate joyously in a 
world awash with God's presence. Adult Education class, registration required.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

October 17, Tuesday
PIrke AVOT: THe eTHICS Of THe fATHerS WITH rAbbI WeINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
One of the most beloved and widely-consulted books of the rabbinic tradition 
is a slender volume of the Talmud known as Pirkei Avot, generally translated as 
“The Ethics of the Fathers.” The five-chapter work is composed of an assortment 
of wise and pithy sayings, given in the name of a succession of Mishnaic sages, 
aphorisms that have provided inspiration to numerous generations of Jews, 
and even found cachet in the wider world. Adult Education class, registration 
required.

October 18, Wednesday
lUNCH & leArN WITH rAbbI WeINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

October 18, Wednesday
INTermedIATe mOderN HebreW WITH HeNIA leWIN
5:45 pm – 7:15 pm
This class, conducted ivrit b'ivrit, is intended for people who know some 
Hebrew, want to increase their vocabulary, and seek an opportunity to practice 
speaking the language. Adult Education class, registration required.

October 18, Wednesday
JCA CAN (COmmUNITY ACTION NOW)
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Updates from the groups that were formed at the "After Charlottesville: The 
JCA Community Responds to the Mainstreaming of White Supremacy" meeting 
as well as updates from the ongoing action groups: Sanctuary, Freedom of the 
Press, Mid-term Elections, Anti-Semitism, Security and Environment.

Ocotber 22, Sunday
eSSeNTIAl TeACHINgS Of THe bA'Al SHem TOV WITH NANCY flAm
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Adult Education class, registration required.

October 24, Tuesday
PIrke AVOT: THe eTHICS Of THe fATHerS WITH rAbbI WeINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education class, registration required.
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October 25, Wednesday
lUNCH & leArN WITH rAbbI WeINer
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

October 25, Wednesday
INTermedIATe mOderN HebreW WITH HeNIA leWIN
5:45 pm – 7:15 pm
Adult Education class, registration required.

October 26, Thursday
ONe STATe VS. TWO STATeS: HISTOrY Of A debATe WITH 
AArON bermAN
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
The debate about how two people could share the same homeland stretches 
back to the earliest days of the Zionist movement. In this course we will examine 
the history of this debate which almost always centered on the notion of 
partition, or two states. We will examine the arguments for and against division 
as well as exploring the shifting political alliances behind each proposal. We will 
begin by looking at the origins of the debate and then go on to the unsuccessful 
attempt to partition Palestine in 1937 followed by the successful partition in 
1948. Then we will examine how the 1967 Six-Day War undid partition and 
radically altered Israeli and Palestinian politics and strategies. We will conclude 
with an examination of the current debate between proponents of a two-state 
solution and a one-state solution. Adult Education class, registration required.

October 26, Thursday
JCA klezmer WOrkSHOP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

October 31, Tuesday
PIrke AVOT: eTHICS Of THe fATHerS WITH rAbbI WeINer
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Adult Education class, registration required.

Rabbi Weiner was 
immersed in High 
Holiday prep at the 
time the October Kolot 
was compiled, and 
regrets being unable 
to submit his monthly 
column. All of his High 
Holiday sermons are 
available for perusal 
on his blog at: https://
jcamherst.org/our-
community/our-rabbi/
devarim-words/

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

https://jcamherst.org/our-community/our-rabbi/devarim-words/
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Our Community

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:

Nina Theis & Karsten Theis

Hal Shneider & Liliana Kualapai

New Members

Condolences
We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those 
who have recently died:

meilach rotholz, husband to Brina, devoted father of Shirley (Uri) Avin and Pearl-
Anne (Nathan) Margalit, grandfather and great-grandfather of Ilan (Adi), Gil (Elaine), 
Danielle, Amy (Drew), Sam, Adam, Asher, Nadav, Julian, Ethan and Brinn; dear son of 
the late Aron and Sara Rotholz.

Thank you to the JCA for all the support and condolences following the death of my 
father. They meant a great deal to me and my family.
Very sincerely, Aaron Berman

Mazel Tov to October Bat Mitzvah Tevah Rose
Tevah margaret rose, daughter of Josh & Airlie Rose, will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, October 28. 
Like many of her peers, she has been active in Starlight’s 
Community Theater and Pineapple Dance. She adores her 
younger brother, Jonah, who has joined her this year at 
Four Winds School. During her Bat Mitzvah year, Tevah 
has become interested in supporting parents whose life 
circumstances leave them short on cash and in need of 

childcare. She volunteered as a babysitter and, at camp, 
designed a non-profit to serve families at risk of losing their 

children. She says, “I’ve noticed all these TV shows and movies 
starring abused foster kids, but I don’t think many people pause to think about 
the real foster kids...I want to support them.” Tevah is dedicating her Bat Mitzvah 
day to the One Simple Wish Foundation (https://www.crowdrise.com/tevah-roses-
bat-mitzvah). Tevah has been working hard to prepare, and we are grateful for the 
support of Batya Perman, Rabbi Weiner, and many others in the JCA community. I 
hope you will join us in celebrating this milestone.

Seeking Your News
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby or 
addition to your family, 
a wedding, an award, 
an achievement, public 
recognition, anything 
significant you would like 
to share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to: 
news@jcamherst.org. 

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming 
a member of the JCA, 
we encourage you to 
get in touch with Tobi 
Sznajderman of the 
Membership Committee 
at membership@
jcamherst.org. If you 
are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please contact 
the JCA Office at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://www.crowdrise.com/tevah-roses-bat-mitzvah
https://www.crowdrise.com/tevah-roses-bat-mitzvah
https://www.crowdrise.com/tevah-roses-bat-mitzvah
mailto:news@jcamherst.org
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Message from JCA President

As people are experiencing the beauty and majesty of 
these high holidays, I want to remind everyone of the 

many opportunities that exist to contribute your time and 
wisdom to the JCA.

We’ve recently sent out information on serving on the board 
of directors, where vacancies exist for president, treasurer 
and members-at-large. These volunteer opportunities have 
direct influence and impact on our immediate and long-term 
tasks. Our governing board is highly efficient and effective. 
Decisions are made democratically and every one of the 
15 members of the board has an equal voice and vote. The 

board deals with important issues regarding our budget, our policies and our day-to-
day operations. We work collaboratively with the rabbi in prioritizing our tasks, and 
in defining ourselves as an entity in the broader world. 

Depending on their interests and skills, members of the board provide specific 
leadership and support to our committees, our Youth & Family Education programs, 
and our ritual and religious life. Many boards in non-profit organizations are less-
than-fully functional; this one is a clear exception. Our Nominating Committee will 
be reviewing letters of interest and making recommendations for positions on the 
board by November 1st, so please get letters of interest to Judi Fonsh at kfonsh@
yahoo.com, by October 15.

In addition to positions on the board, we have established five workgroups that 
are less formal and meet less frequently than standing committees, but have 
an important set of tasks and responsibilities. The workgroups are Governance, 
Personnel, Communication, Finance, and Fundraising & Development. While 
there are members of the board who chair each workgroup, any member of 
the JCA community is eligible to join. These workgroups will be strengthened 
by the involvement of people not on the board, and we encourage you to 
consider participating. The two newest workgroups – Finance and Fundraising & 
Development – are just starting up and would particularly welcome new members.

Anyone with interest in any of these workgroups can contact me directly at 
wdzimmer@gmail.com for an explanation of the goals and objectives of the groups.

This is the time of year when many of us are especially appreciative and grateful for 
the things that the JCA offers us. It’s a time when we see new faces and recognize 
old ones, and when the meaning of sacred community is most salient and palpable. 
It’s a time to take stock and rethink how best we can enhance our experience of 
community. Contributing time and effort to any of our committees, workgroups, 
programs and services is an effort that will pay dividends in the year ahead. I 
encourage you to make that investment.

  b'shalom, Bill Zimmer

October 2, monday
Chesed Committee 
7:15 pm

October 9, monday
Ritual Life Committee  
7:00 pm

October 19, Thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

October 20, friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

October 26, Thursday
Executive Committee 
1:00 pm

COmmITTee 
meeTINgS

Photo: Emily Bilbao

mailto:wdzimmer@gmail.com
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Sukkot 
Leviticus 22:26-23:44, Numbers 29:12-29:16

October 5, Thursday
SUkkOT SerVICeS
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
There will be a potluck kiddush/lunch in the sukkah following services.

Shabbat Ḥol Hamo'ed Sukkot 
Exodus 33:12-34:26, Numbers 29:17-29:22

October 6, friday
fAmIlY SHAbbAT
5:30 pm

October 7, Saturday
SHAbbAT YOgA
9:00 am in the social hall
reNeWAl SerVICe
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
SHAbbAT mOrNINg SerVICeS
10:00 am in the main sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shemini Atzeret & Simḥat Torah 
Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17, Numbers 29:35-30:1

October 12, Thursday
SHemINI ATzereT SerVICeS (YIzkOr)
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

SImḤAT TOrAH CelebrATION
7:00 pm in the social hall

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Candle lighting
October 6 ~ 6:03 pm

October 13 ~ 5:51 pm

October 20 ~ 5:40 pm

October 27 ~ 5:30 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Shacharit minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

meditation minyan
Wednesdays at 7:30 am in 
the small sanctuary.

mincha minyan
Thursdays at 5:30 pm in the 
small sanctuary

rosh Ḥodesh Ḥeshvan 
October 20/21, 
Friday/Saturday
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

kiddush & Oneg 
Sponsors
October 21- 
Merle and Rabbi Ed Feld, 
in celebration of Merle's 
birthday

October 28- 
Josh & Airlie Rose, in 
honor of their daughter, 
Tevah, becoming Bat 
Mitzvah

If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

Shabbat Bereshit, Genesis 1:1-6:8
October 13, friday

kAbbAlAT SHAbbAT SerVICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

October 14, Saturday
SHAbbAT mOrNINg SerVICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

1:00 pm (following kiddush)
Our Vulnerable Immigrant Neighbors: An overview of the issues and how our 
community can help

Shabbat Rosh Ḥodesh Ḥeshvan, Parashat Noaḥ 
Genesis 6:9-11:32, Numbers 28:9-28:15

October 20, friday
SHAbbAT Ne'ImAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

October 21, Saturday
SHAbbAT mOrNINg SerVICeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Lekh Lekha, Genesis 12:1-17:27

October 27, friday
kAbbAlAT SHAbbAT SerVICeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be announced

October 28, Saturday
SHAbbAT mOrNINg SerVICeS
10:00 am
bat mitzvah: Tevah rose
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Tevah Rose

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/ritual-life/services-
calendar/ for updated 
information on services.

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
https://jcamherst.org/ritual-life/services-calendar/
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Torah reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Gordon Freed, gofreed@gmail.com, 413-256-0355 for reading 
in October; Randi Stein, randistein@earthlink.net, 413-549-0526 for reading in 
November; Marty Pepper Aisenberg, maisenberg@healthcarelitigation.com, 978-249-
7753 for reading in December; Eliza Gouverneur, elizagouv@msn.com, 413-256-6145 
for reading in January. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel, abousel@comcast.
net, 413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

Thank You

The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

• Recent Torah/Haftorah readers: Arnie Alper, Michael Ash, Aaron Bousel, 
Marvin Ellin, Sylvia Goldman, Goldman family, Danielle Kadinoff, Janis Levy,  
Jane Myers, Ava Polak, Isabel Polak, Josh Polak, Elissa Rubinstein,  
Yosef Rumshiskiy, Harvey Shield, Margrit Polak Shield, Randi Stein, 
Rabbi Weiner 

• D'var Torah givers: Ava Polak, Isabel Polak, Sylvia Goldman

• Service leader: Gordon Freed

• Musicians: Danielle Kadinoff, David Marks and our Musical Daveners

mailto:gofreed@gmail.com
mailto:randistein@earthlink.net
mailto:maisenberg@healthcarelitigation.com
mailto:elizagouv@msn.com
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Our new JCA Kesher program is in full swing! On Wednesdays, you’ll find our 
children gardening, cooking, creating videos, and earning badges – all through 

a Jewish lens. On Sundays, some children gather for traditional learning, with the 
option to add a six-week block of Hebrew classes. This new format allows families to 
choose the components that work best for their schedules and meet their children’s 
specific needs and interests. Enrollment is robust. However, there is still room if 
you’d like to register for this year.  

When you arrive at the JCA for school, you are now greeted by a pair of friendly 
parents who also serve as monitors. You can also pick up a fundraising bag (or two 
or three) of Dean’s Beans (a great gift for friends, family, bus drivers, teachers, mail 
carriers, etc.). Kesher parents, please sign up for some shifts at the welcome table, if 
you haven’t already. 

Watch for more family-oriented Friday nights, which will be threaded throughout 
the year. We will sing, share stories and enjoy a delicious dinner prepared and 
hosted by our own teenagers. And speaking of dinner, mark your calendars to share 
a fundraising meal at Bertucci’s in Amherst on Wednesday, October 25 starting at 
5:45 pm. 

As we look forward to a new year, I want to take one more glimpse back to savor 
the wonderful summer at Camp Shemesh (where my 9-year old son spent six 
happy weeks). Apparently, the experience whetted some families’ appetite for 
deeper engagement with the JCA community. To wit, several camp families became 
members at the end of the camp season. Welcome to all of you. We’re also so glad 
to report that Ari Adelstein has already agreed to continue as Camp Director in 
2018!

  b'shalom, Madeleine Charney
  Member, Youth and Family Education Committee

Youth and Family Education

October 6, Wednesday
TeeN: JV COrPS COOkS fOr fAmIlY frIdAY
5:00 pm
fAmIlY frIdAY
5:30 pm

October 8, Sunday
SHAlOm TOTS: mUSICAl SerVICe
JCA SCHOOl: SUNdAY mIdOT ANd b'NAI mITzVAH ClASS
10:00 am
JCA SCHOOl: HebreW SeSSION 1
11:45 am

Youth and Family Education Calendar

Buy Your Dean's Beans 
Coffee through the JCA 
and support the JCA 
School!

Dean's Beans Order Form: 
http://tinyurl.com/jca-
coffee

http://tinyurl.com/jca-coffee
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bat mitzvah
October 28- 
Tevah Rose

Youth and Family Education (continued)

October 11, Wednesday
JCA SCHOOl: eleCTIVeS
4:00 pm

October 15, Sunday
JCAT & b'NAI mITzVAH ClASS beTTer TOgeTHer 
(meet at the Arbors)
9:45 am - 1:00 pm
SHAlOm TOTS: mUSICAl SerVICe
JCA SCHOOl: SUNdAY mIdOT
10:00 am
JCA SCHOOl: HebreW SeSSION 1
11:45 am

October 18, Wednesday
JCA SCHOOl: eleCTIVeS
4:00 pm

October 22, Sunday
SHAlOm TOTS: mUSICAl SerVICe
JCA SCHOOl: SUNdAY mIdOT ANd b'NAI mITzVAH ClASS
10:00 am
JCA SCHOOl: HebreW SeSSION 1
11:45 am

October 25, Wednesday
JCA SCHOOl: eleCTIVeS
4:00 pm

October 29, Sunday
fAmIlY HAVdAlAH
SHAlOm TOTS: mUSICAl SerVICe
JCA SCHOOl: SUNdAY mIdOT ANd b'NAI mITzVAH ClASS
10:00 am
JCA SCHOOl: HebreW SeSSION 1
11:45 am

For updates and complete 
school calendar listings 
go to: https://jcamherst.
org/calendar/category/
youthcalendar/

https://jcamherst.org/calendar/category/youthcalendar/
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Spotlight on Committees

Dear Friends,

Amid the anxiety and chaos swirling around us nationally and internationally which 
often leaves me feeling powerless, I have come to rely on Project Rehovot for a 
bit of hope and solace. Our Project Rehovot, which helps immigrant children and 
children of immigrants adjust to their lives in Israel, shows that in incremental ways 
it is possible to effect change. Project Rehovot provides children struggling with 
behavioral, cultural and language issues with a way forward. In small group sessions 
with an experienced teacher, and in a room designated for Project Rehovot in the 
Ma’alot Meshulam School in Rehovot, Israel, the children make concrete progress 
and are better able to function in their regular classrooms. 

Project Rehovot works and has been working since 1991! We are helping very poor 
mostly Ethiopian children whose parents cannot afford special services. Our part-
time teacher, Tal Kahane, who has been with us for four years, uses the arts to help 
the children develop. During the 2016-17 school year, she worked with 42 children, 
one of whom was a 2nd grader we will call Efrat. 

Efrat has problems keeping up with academic subjects; though she is tiny in 
stature and looks gentle, she can be very aggressive. She trusts no one. According 
to Tal, “Drawing and taking photos calms Efrat. She is very artistic and this is her 
language to express herself." As the school year progressed, Efrat began to tame her 
aggression and her behavior improved. Efrat is of Ethiopian heritage; her parents 
are divorced and her father is very ill with kidney disease.

Please think of the children and make a generous gift to Project Rehovot. It is 
through your tax-deductible donations that we pay the salary of “our” teacher Tal. 
You may send your check made out to Project Rehovot to the JCA, or make your 
donation online at our website: jcamherst.org/payments-and-donations/donations 
choosing Project Rehovot from the menu of designations. You may make your gift in 
honor or in memory of someone.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Kushick, Chair, Project Rehovot (sub-committee of the World Jewish 
Concerns Committee), Neta Bolozky (treasurer), Yaffa Gunner (founder), Karen Loeb, 
Helena Donovan

Project Rehovot Catering Group: Karen Loeb, Chair, Libby Arny, Christine 
Benevenuto, Alison Ellis, Hadar Grabel, Zahava Koren, Judith Loischild, Naomi Peleg, 
Meira Penchina, Tamar Shaddur, Jan Silver, Jody Wax

Planning a Wedding, Party or Bar/Bat Mitzvah Kiddush? Please hire the Project 
Rehovot Catering Committee. The food is delicious and proceeds go to Project 
Rehovot. For information: Karen Loeb, 413-253-0336 or kloeb@comcast.net. 
References and menu options are available.

Project Rehovot Committee

mailto:kloeb@comcast.net


Kolot — JCA Voices  |  October 2017  |  page 13

AdUlT edUCATION • fAll 2017
Look for program details and registration instructions in the fall adult education 
brochure available on the JCA website and in the lobby.

essential Teachings of the ba’al Shem Tov
Rabbi Nancy Flam
Sundays, October 15 and 22 • 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Pirkei Avot: The ethics of the fathers
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Tuesdays, October 17, 24, 31, November 7 • 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Intermediate modern Hebrew
Henia Lewin
Wednesdays, October 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15, 29,  
December 6, 13 • 5:45 - 7:15 pm

One State vs. Two States: History of a debate
Aaron Berman
Thursdays, October 26, November 2, 9, 16 • 7:00 - 8:30 pm

lunch and learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays • 12:15 - 1:15 pm

film: Ushpizin (Holy Guests)
hosted by David Glassberg and Lisa Kent
Sunday, November 12 • 2:00 pm

Israeli dancing
Randi Stein
Tuesdays, November 14, December 5, 12 • 7:00 - 8:15 pm

God Loves the Stranger: book reading and reception
with author Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg
Sunday, December 10 • 2:00 pm

Adult Education Committee

Volunteers are needed to pick up food donations one Saturday morning/month 
from Whole Foods. Volunteers need a vehicle and an ability to lift and carry boxes of 
produce and large bags of bread. For information or to sign up please contact Hollie 
Kalkstein at holliekalkstein@gmail.com.

Not Bread Alone

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

mailto:holliekalkstein@gmail.com


Kolot — JCA Voices  |  October 2017  |  page 14

Chesed Committee

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular thanks to Shiva Service Leaders Batya Perman and Ruth Love Barer and 
to Nina Tetenbaum and Judy Davis for preparing and delivering meals.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.

Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 

Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.

We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

JCA Adult Reading Group (ARG)

The second meeting of the year of the ARG will be on Thursday, December 7 at 
7:30 pm. We will be discussing The Ministry of Special Cases by Nathan Englander. 
His first novel is about Jewish residents of 1970s Buenos Aires who live in fear of 
Argentina's vicious military dictatorship, and Englander is described as bringing 
the same historical profundity to his first novel that he did with his first collection 
of short stories. It is in paperback and available through a library or Kindle. Come 
join us. Our discussions are lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper 
appreciation of the book you have read; new participants are always welcome! Any 
questions, please call Ken Talan at 413-253-2248.

A well-attended forum was held on Tuesday, September 12 called After 
Charlottesville: The JCA Community Responds to the Mainstreaming of White 
Supremacy. Forty-five JCA members attended this lively meeting. Rabbi Weiner led 
with a brief introduction, suggesting that the following points might form the basis 
for our work to address this disturbing trend in our society:

• Caring for ourselves as Jews, while keeping perspective.
• Advocating for a compassionate and inclusive social fabric by making our 

voices heard; showing up; and building relationships.

People broke into groups to brainstorm specific ideas that the JCA as a community 
can do. After lively discussion, three priorities were chosen. One group will focus on 
developing protocol/procedures for taking public stances on moral issues. Another 
will focus on ecumenical outreach and education, and the third chose to take action 
to support vulnerable populations in our society. Each group will be supported by 
JCA CAN and the Tikkun Olam Committee. 

The next community-wide meeting to hear updates from the groups formed at 
the September forum will be on Wednesday, October 18 at 7:00 pm. We will also 
hear from our ongoing action groups: Sanctuary, Freedom of the Press, Mid-term 
Elections, Anti-Semitism, Security and Environment. 

JCA CAN (Community Action Now) 

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
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Upcoming JCA CAN Action group meetings 
On Saturday, October 14 at 1:00 pm after morning services, the JCA Sanctuary 
Committee will host an educational program: Our Vulnerable Immigrant Neighbors: 
An overview of the issues and learning how our community can help. 

On Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 – 4:30 pm: Seeking Justice in Health Care: A Forum 
on Medicare for All. Sponsored by JCA CAN! Healthcare Working Group. At this 
forum you will learn about the movement for equity in healthcare in Massachusetts 
and will leave prepared to take action. Presenters will be: Senator Jamie Eldridge, 
lead sponsor of the bill MA Medicare for All; Jackie Wolf, Mass Care; Dr. Gerald 
Friedman, Health Care Economist; and Jon Weissman, Western MA Jobs with 
Justice, Healthcare Action.

All of the JCA action groups welcome new participants. If you are interested in 
getting involved please join us, and we will connect you with the right folks. For 
questions: contact Tom Wolff at tom@tomwolff.com, Barbara Burkart at barbruth@
comcast.com, or Judith Souweine at souweine@comcast.net.

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

The making of the balfour declaration
The Israel Committee of Congregation B'nai Israel at 253 Prospect Street in 
Northampton is privileged to welcome Professor Jonathan Schneer, Ph.D. to our 
community to give a talk in honor of the 100th anniversary of the signing of the 
Balfour Declaration, on Sunday, November 19 at 3:00 pm. Professor of Modern 
History at Georgia Institute of Technology, he is a co-editor of two books, and the 
author of six more, including The Balfour Declaration: The Origins of the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict which won a 2010 National Jewish Book Award. The JCA is one of the co-
sponsors of this event. For further information, please contact Mordechai Kamel at 
Mordechai.Kamel@gmail.com or call (413) 387-8362.

VP of Premier Jewish genealogy Website to Speak in Northampton
Nolan Altman will present Jewish Genealogy: Naming Patterns and the Value of 
Jewish Cemetery Records to the Western Massachusetts Jewish Genealogy Society 
at Congregation B'nai Israel in Northampton on October 23 at 7:00 pm. This talk 
is open to those of all levels who are considering researching their Jewish roots. 
Free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. Founded in 2002 
by Jonathon Podolsky, the Western Massachusetts Jewish Genealogical Society 
(WMJGS) is now starting up again after a period of inactivity. WMJGS is seeking new 
members, volunteers, and officers. For more information, visit www.WMJGS.org or 
email Jonathon Podolsky at genealogy@podolsky.cc

In The Valley

mailto:tom@tomwolff.com
mailto:souweine@comcast.net
mailto:Mordechai.Kamel@gmail.com
http://www.WMJGS.org
mailto:genealogy@podolsky.cc
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Donations to the JCA

Adult ed
Marty Pepper Aisenberg
Sam Gladstone
Joyce Duncan
Aaron Bousel
Janis Levy
Epi Bodhi
Connie Songer
Chuck Songer
Randi Stein

building fund
In memory of Louis Greenbaum 

(Barbara & Ted Slovin)

Chesed fund
In appreciation of Arnie & Reed Alper 

(Elissa & Bernie Rubinstein)

general fund
In memory of Lou Greenbaum 

(Claire Shefftz)
In appreciation for the beautiful service 

for Louis by Rabbi Weiner, Diana 
Brewer & Brenda Miller and for Jan 
Levy driving me and Louis to Shabbat 
Services (Hilda Greenbaum)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Caden & Lewis Mainzer)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Jackie Wolf & Barry Levy)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Cleo Gorman & Ronald Ackerman)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Marilyn & Jeff Blaustein)

In memory of Robert Solomon 
(Marian & Leonard Lubinsky)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Barbara & Arthur Elkins)

In memory of Julius & Joy Aisenberg, 
Rollin & Lucille Pepper 
(Susan & Marty Pepper Aisenberg)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Meyers Brothers Kalicka, P.C.)

In memory of Mort Harmatz 
(Henny Lewin)

In memory of Fred & Karen Plant 
(Marcia Jackson)

In memory of Harold Berman, Aaron 
Berman’s father (Phyllis & Hans Herda)

In memory of Mort Harmatz 
(Phyllis & Hans Herda)

guidebook donations
Ruth Love Barer
Aaron & Patience Bousel
Barbara & Michael Burkart
Judy & Allen Davis
Frieda Howards
Zahava Koren
Janis Levy
Henia Lewin
Louis & Caden Mainzer
Barbara Schaffer Bacon
Barbara & Ted Slovin
Randi Stein
Elaine Trehub
Yiddish Reading Group

music fund
Yahrzeit donation in memory of Victor 

Arnopolin (Suzanne Arnopolin)

Oneg/kiddush fund
In memory of Esther Mercer’s brother, 

Hector (Barbara & Ted Slovin)
In memory of Mort Harmatz 

(Barbara & Ted Slovin)
Eileen Rutman

Project rehovot
In memory of Meilach Rotholz, father of 

Pearl-Anne Margalit 
(Yaffa & Haim Gunner)

rabbi’s discretionary fund
In memory of Madge Clingman 

(Moira & Stephen Clingman)
In memory of Mort Harmatz 

(Patience & Aaron Bousel)

Tzedakah
Yahrzeit donation for my father, Louis 

Rabin and my mother, Helen Rabin 
(Monroe Rabin)

Thank you to ellen kaufman for donation 
of garden work and landscaping services.

We acknowledge the support of the 
Jewish federation of Western mA in 
helping us to provide security during the 
High Holidays. The Federation security 
funding is to help ensure the safety of 
our congregation during services.
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rabbi benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

director of Youth and family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

board of directors
 President: Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
 first Vice President: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
 Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (bobsolosko@outlook.com)
 Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Randi Stein (randistein@earthlink.net)
 members at large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur, 
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jackie Katz, Janis Levy, Jeff Roth-Howe,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
facility & maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

Office Hours: 
 Monday and Thursday: Office Closed
 Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
 When the JCA School is in session on Wednesday, the office   
 remains open until 6:00 pm.

Kolot — JCA Voices

October 2017

editor/graphic designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-editor
Janis Levy

Art director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices

Deadline for the November issue 
is October 12th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 

and many lovely gift items.

You can shop whenever 
the office is open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588  
info@jcamherst.org | https://jcamherst.org
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