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Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

Welcome to High Holidays 5778 at the JCA

A Hasidic story--famous almost to the point of cliché--tells 
of a great rabbi who becomes suddenly illiterate on the 

eve of the High Holidays. From experience, I would suggest 
it was stress induced--these holidays can be a rough time 
for clergy. But, whatever its cause, the change presented 
an immense spiritual dilemma: how is anyone, let alone a 
rebbe, expected to pray when they can’t read the words of 
the prayer book in front of them?

But the rabbi hadn’t forgotten everything, and this proved 
his salvation. “Master of the Universe,” he proclaimed, 

in the fashion characteristic of storybook holy men, ”I cannot find the words by 
which to sing Your praises and beg forgiveness, but I do still recall the letters of the 
alphabet. These I will recite to You, and trust that You will assemble them into the 
proper order. Alef, bet, gimmel, dalet...”

The story is generally interpreted according to the core principles of early Hasidism. 
By this light, rather than the tale of a feeble man who must compensate for a failing, 
it is revealed to be the chronicle of a fortuitous metaphysical discovery. It is good 
that the rabbi forgot the old words. They had grown stale through rote overuse. 
Amnesia sent him back to the proverbial woodshed where he found new inspiration 
at the root of language itself.

Alternately, it is an empowering fable for those who are, or consider themselves 
to be, illiterate; at least with regard to the dialect of expertise that Jewish prayer is 
often assumed to be. You don’t need to know all, or even many, of the words, it tells 
us. Rather, enter into the flow with whatever syllables of import you can bring to 
your mouth, and you will find that the gates swing open for you as well.

Both of these interpretations are valid, even excellent, but I want to offer one 
more which speaks to me particularly as I prepare for the High Holidays of this 
tumultuous year. Maybe it was not that the rabbi had forgotten the words, but that 
the words themselves had failed. Maybe something about the world around him 
had changed so dramatically that the rabbi could no longer address it in familiar 
terms. Maybe the project of the High Holidays itself should become the exchanging 
of a deteriorating lexicon--one that can no longer address a world so rapidly 
changing--for the faltering alphabet of a new sacred discourse.

It is a tall order. But, if it makes you feel any better, you should bear in mind that this 
is what YOUR rabbi is trying to do.

  b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@
jcamherst.org, or 
through the JCA office, 
if you would like a visit.

Photo: Joseph Kushick

mailto:rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

September 6, Wednesday
LuNCH & LeARN WitH RAbbi WeiNeR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

September 7, thursday
YiddiSH LeHNeR'S gRouP
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us at the JCA the first 
Thursday of every month.

September 7, JCA gALLeRY oPeNiNg ReCePtioN
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Past, Present, Perfect: Monotypes from 2014-2017 by Janet Walerstein Winston

September 7, thursday
AduLt ReAdiNg gRouP
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
At the next meeting of the ARG, we will be discussing And After the Fire by 
Lauren Belfer. As the Canadian Jewish News notes: "Like all good novels, 
And After the Fire joins several colourful threads into one literary cloth of 
remarkable texture and strength." And in the Library Journal: "Blending the 
gorgeousness of Bach and the horror of anti-Semitism over several centuries 
should make for unsettling contemplation, and readers of Belfer’s . . . know that 
the author will be meticulous with both fact and fiction."

In the New York Times, Lauren Belfer wrote about her novel: "It (the title) is 
originally from the Book of Kings in the Hebrew Bible, but I first came upon it 
in the oratorio Elijah by Mendelssohn, who figures in the historical part of the 
novel. I was thinking about the contemporary characters in the novel who are 
all, in their different ways, coming to terms with what happened in the war and 
the Holocaust."

Interested? Join us at our first meeting of the ARG yearly cycle. New participants 
are always welcome! Our discussions are lively, and you almost always come 
away with a deeper appreciation of the book you have read. Any questions, 
please call Ken Talan at 413-253-2248.

September 12, tuesday
JCA CAN (CommuNitY ACtioN NoW)
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
You are invited to a community-wide meeting for discussion and action on "The 
JCA Responds to the Mainstreaming of White Supremacy”.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

September 13, Wednesday
LuNCH & LeARN WitH RAbbi WeiNeR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

September 14, thursday
JCA kLezmeR WoRkSHoP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

September 20, Wednesday
LuNCH & LeARN WitH RAbbi WeiNeR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

September 28, thursday
JCA kLezmeR WoRkSHoP
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

Our Community

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:

Yafa Chase & Harley Parry

Brianna & Marc Maier

New Members

Condolences
We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those 
who have recently died:

Harold berman, father of Aaron Berman, father-in-law of Amy Mittelman, and 
grandfather of Louis and Alan Berman

Louis greenbaum, husband of Hilda, father of Joel, Rachel, and Jessie, their spouses 
Lisa, Robert, and Jeff, and grandchildren Jenna, Ava, David, Aaron, Daniel, Sarah, and 
Nathan

Harry eigner, father of JCA member Irene Eigner, father-in-law of Bill Simmons, 
grandfather of Emma Jonah Larson

mort Harmatz, husband of Ziva and father of Mark.

Buy Your Dean's Beans 
Coffee through the JCA 
and support the JCA 
School!

Dean's Beans Order Form: 
http://tinyurl.com/jca-
coffee

http://tinyurl.com/jca-coffee
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Seeking Your News
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby or 
addition to your family, 
a wedding, an award, 
an achievement, public 
recognition, anything 
significant you would like 
to share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to: 
news@jcamherst.org. 

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming 
a member of the JCA, 
we encourage you to 
get in touch with Tobi 
Sznajderman of the 
Membership Committee 
at membership@
jcamherst.org.  If you 
are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please contact 
the JCA Office at 
413-256-0160 or
admindir@jcamherst.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Our Community (continued)

Mazel Tov to September B'not Mitzvah Ava and Isabel Polak

Ava and isabel Polak, children of Sarah Cohen 
and Josh Polak, will be called to the Torah as B'not 
Mitzvah on September 2, 2017/11 Elul. Isabel and 
Ava are the sisters of Eden Polak and grandchildren 
of Lita and Fred Cohen and Carrie and Fred Polak. 
They began attending the JCA School in 3rd grade, 
and before that attended Shoresh Preschool and 
Religious School at Temple Ner Tamid in Bloomfield, 
NJ. They will be entering 8th grade at Amherst 

Regional Middle School in September. Ava plays soccer and basketball and runs 
cross country and track. She loves listening to the Beatles and following Tottenham 
Hotspur and the NBA. Her favorite subject in school is science. Isabel also loves 
soccer and basketball and runs on the cross country and track teams. She loves 
listening to Queen, the Beatles, and David Bowie, and playing with her sisters, 
friends, and six younger cousins. For their Tkkun Olam project they are collecting 
household items for a Refugee Resettlement program run by Jewish Family Services.

Mazel Tov to September Bat Mitzvah Sylvia Goldman

Ava and isabel Polak

Sylvia goldman will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, September 16, 2017/25 Elul. Sylvia is an 8th 
grader at Amherst Regional Middle School. Her parents 
are Emily Bloch and Aron Goldman, and she has a 9-year-
old sister, Lena. In Sylvia’s spare time she is an artist taking 
art lessons with a special interest in abstract painting, 
photography, and design. This past summer, she was a 
Counselor-in-Training at the Hitchcock Center, which she has 
attended since 1st grade, and she also attended Ramah in 
the Rockies Outdoor Adventure Camp in Colorado. She loves 
bike riding and skiing, reading realistic fiction, and sleeping in

on the weekends. As a part of her Tikkun Olam Project, she did a “steps challenge,” 
and raised money for Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity. She also attended the 
Women’s March on Washington this past January.

Sylvia goldman

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
mailto:news@jcamherst.org
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Message from JCA President

In the past two years, we’ve eliminated five previously 
existing committees – Governance, Personnel, 

Communication, Finance, and Fundraising & Development - 
and in their place have established five board workgroups to 
continue major functions of these committees. 

There are legitimate organizational arguments for why 
constituting workgroups instead of formal committees is a 
viable strategy for ensuring the integration of work that is 
central to the board’s mission. There are counter arguments 
that would posit that freestanding committees operating at 
greater distance from the board have potentially broader 

perspectives and objectivity. 

The board is continuing dialogue about the relative merits of workgroups vs. 
committees, and it is not my intention in this column to engage the substance of 
this debate. The decision made to move toward workgroups was, in all honesty, 
driven by necessity not design, and the reasons for this are the most important 
issue I want to focus on.

Our inability to find volunteers to staff committees – as well as the demise of 
committees like the Social Committee only a few years ago, and our difficulties 
recruiting people for leadership positions on the board – all speak to a significant 
community dilemma.

While we’ve focused a good deal on the lack of sufficient resources in the past few 
years, this is actually a symptom of an organizational problem, not the problem 
itself. Or to put it another way, we have had financial stresses not because we have 
spent money in profligate ways - our spending commitments are reasonable and 
responsible for a synagogue that provides the range of services we provide - but 
because of the limits of our volunteer capacity, especially in the area of fundraising 
and development. 

We have been forced to rely more heavily on dues and an annual campaign than 
is common in synagogues with more stable finances. We do not have overarching 
fundraising and development strategies and plans largely because of our inability to 
find people willing and able to lead these efforts.

The importance of a strong volunteer culture is important for practical reasons, 
but it is equally important for developing and sustaining a sense of community. 
Committee work, and other support of the day-to-day operation of the JCA, are 
the most common and powerful ways for individuals to get to know others in the 
community, and build a network of connections and commitments that make them 
feel part of a greater whole. 

Community is not something that just happens. It is the wide array of volunteer 
opportunities that were the bedrock of the JCA from its founding, and the 
mechanism by which our community was created.

Volunteer opportunities are plentiful!!! Just get in touch, so we can talk about it. We 
want to hear from you!

  b'shalom, Bill Zimmer

Sept. 5, tuesday
Chesed Committee 
7:15 pm

Sept. 6, Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee  
7:00 pm

Sept. 7, thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

Sept. 13, Wednesday
Cemetery Committee 
5:45 pm

Sept. 15, Friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

Sept. 28, thursday
Executive Committee 
1:00 pm

Committee 
meetiNgS

Photo: Emily Bilbao
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Shabbat Ki Tetze, Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19
September 1, Friday

No SeRviCeS At JCA

September 2, Saturday
SHAbbAt moRNiNg SeRviCeS
10:00 am
B'not Mizvah: Ava and Isabel Polak
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
Divrei Torah: Ava and Isabel Polak

Shabbat Ki Tavo, Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
September 8, Friday

kAbbALAt SHAbbAt SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner with Danielle Kadinoff, guitar, 
and David Marks, percussion

September 9, Saturday
SHAbbAt moRNiNg SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Nitzavim/Vayelekh, Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30

September 15, Friday
SHAbbAt Ne'imAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

September 16, Saturday
SHAbbAt moRNiNg SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Sylvia Goldman
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Sylvia Goldman

CommuNitY SeLiḤot (at the JCA)
8:15 pm

Check the JCA website 
at: https://jcamherst.
org/ritual-life/services-
calendar/ for updated 
information on services.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Please see page 9 for a schedule of High Holiday Services.

Candle Lighting
September 1~ 7:04 pm

September 8 ~ 6:52 pm

September 15 ~ 6:39 pm

September 20 ~ 6:30 pm 
Erev Rosh Hashannah

September 22 ~ 6:27 pm

September 29 ~ 6:15 pm 
Erev Yom Kippur

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA

Shacharit  minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

meditation minyan
Wednesdays at 7:30 am in 
the small sanctuary.

mincha minyan
Thursdays at 5:30 pm in the 
small sanctuary

https://jcamherst.org/ritual-life/services/calendar/
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

kiddush & oneg 
Sponsors
September 2-
Joshua Polak & Sarah 
Cohen, in honor of their 
daughters Ava & Isabel 
becoming Bat Mitzvah

September 9-
Arnie & Reed Alper, in 
honor of the people 
who generously give of 
themselves to the JCA 
community.

September 16-
Emily Bloch & Aron 
Goldman, in honor of 
their daugher Sylvia 
becoming Bat Mitzvah

If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@jcamherst.org

Shabbat Shuvah, Parashat Ha'azinu, Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52

September 22, Friday
kAbbALAt SHAbbAt SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be announced

September 23, Saturday
SHAbbAt moRNiNg SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

torah Reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Ruth Love Barer, ruthlove7@hotmail.com, 413-253-4923 for reading in 
September, Gordon Freed, gofreed@gmail.com, 413-256-0355 for reading in October. 
For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel, abousel@comcast.net, 413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 549-4853, or Jane Myers, 401-451-6020.

thank You

The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

• Recent Torah/Haftarah readers: Arnie Alper, Madeline Berkowitz, Aaron 
Bousel, Moira Clingman, Sam Gladstone, Hadar Grabel, Devorah Jacobson, 
Danielle Kadinoff, Ellen Middleton, Elissa Rubinstein 

• D'var Torah givers: Rafael Ash, Diana Brewer, Ken Schoen, Sophie Sweeting

• Service leaders: Diana Brewer

• Musicians: Danielle Kadinoff, David Marks and our Musical Daveners

Please see page 9 for a schedule of High Holiday Services.

mailto:admindir@jcamherst.org
mailto:ruthlove7@hotmail.com
mailto:gofreed@gmail.com
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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CommuNitY SeLiḤot (at the JCA) - Saturday, September 16  8:15 pm 

eRev RoSH HASHANAH - Wednesday, September 20
* Ne'imah Service (Oneg follows service)     6:00 – 7:15 pm
Lev Shalem Service (Oneg follows service)     8:00 - 9:15 pm

FiRSt dAY RoSH HASHANAH - tHuRSdAY, SePtembeR 21
Bagel Nosh in Multipurpose Room      9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Shalom Service for Young Families      9:30 - 10:30 am 
* Ne’imah Service        9:00 - 11:15 am 
Lev Shalem Service        9:30 am

• Niggunim/Meditation       9:00 - 9:30 am 
• Shacharit        9:30 - 11:00 am 
• Torah Service        11:00 am - 12:30 pm 
• Musaf         12:30 - 2:00 pm

Tashlich         4:00 pm

SeCoNd dAY RoSH HASHANAH - FRidAY, SePtembeR 22
Lev Shalem Services

• Shacharit        9:30 - 11:00 am
• Torah Service        11:00 am - 12:15 pm 
• Musaf         12:15 - 1:30 pm

Mountain Service        9:30 am - noon

koL NidRe Yom kiPPuR - FRidAY, SePtembeR 29 
* Ne’imah Service        6:00 - 7:30 pm
Lev Shalem Service        8:00 - 9:30 pm

Yom kiPPuR dAY - SAtuRdAY, SePtembeR 30
Shalom Service for Young Families      9:30 - 10:30 am 
* Ne’imah Service        9:00 - 11:00 am 
Lev Shalem Service        9:30 am 

• Niggunim/Meditation       9:00 - 9:30 am 
• Shacharit        9:30 - 11:00 am 
• Torah Service        11:00 am
• Yizkor         12:00 noon
• Musaf         12:30 - 2:00 pm

* Minchah         4:45 pm
* Ne'ilah Service        6:15 pm
Tekiah Gedolah        7:15 pm
Havdalah         7:16 - 7:25 pm

* Sign Language interpretation available at these services

High Holiday Services Schedule

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)
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It's September, and that means it is time to think about registering for JCA School and teen programs. This year, I have 
totally revamped the way we are approaching education at the JCA. The focus of the new program is on family and 

community programming, the flexibility to accommodate different schedules, and the needs and priorities of all the 
families we serve. Here is a glimpse into some of what makes the new Kesher (connection) program special.

1. Incredible Wednesday electives, allowing students in grades 2-7 to find new ways to connect with their identities: 

• the Art of Shabbat: This fall’s Wednesday elective in art expression will work as a team with 
New Salem artist, Amy Fagin, in exploring our connection to Shabbat, our creative selves as 
visual artists, the blessings that bring us to this sacred day of the week and together as a Jewish 
community in celebration and reverence. Collectively we will be creating a beautiful bracha/
prayer ring of 8 blessings that are central to Shabbat. These group projects will be displayed in the 
synagogue, reproduced and laminated as a bound set of cards for community use at meals, or any 
time that a blessing is indispensable. Each student will receive their own copy of the bracha/prayer 
ring to bring home with them for family gatherings and celebrations. 

• gardening, outdoor exploration, Cooking: Help tend the JCA garden, harvest food, and explore 
the outdoors. As the months get colder, explore the kitchen by learning how to interpret the 
weekly Torah parsha through food, and cook traditional Jewish dishes.

• Programming and technology: Join teacher Melissa Zeitz and explore Jewish texts and history 
while also learning basic programming skills utilizing a variety of technology. Create an interactive 
project to teach others about what you have learned - robots and iPads and more. Oh my!

• the Jewish Lens: Learn the basics of photography while examining the relationship between 
image and text, as you discover what it means to look through a “Jewish lens”. Use photography to 
explore Jewish values and community, and create a photo gallery presentation with your class.

2. An exciting series of family programs in the fall, leading our families and students on a multi-month treasure hunt 
through the Torah, the JCA building, and community events, all to help solve a mystery.

3. The opportunity for families to come either Sunday or Wednesday, or both if they desire. 

4. Hebrew decoding grouped not by age but by level to promote confidence and success.

5. Amazing new teen programs including an opportunity to connect with senior citizens in a local assisted living 
facility while learning about Jewish beliefs on how to care for and respect the elderly.

6. An exciting new Home Shuling option for those whose schedules or learning needs just don't work for traditional 
classroom learning.

7. And more! Really, there are just too many new pieces to the Kesher program to list them all here.

I am excited to work with our community and staff to bring this new program to life. Feel free to contact me with any 
questions you have, or to help you figure out which parts of the program are the ones that work best for your family.

  b'shalom, Keren Rhodes
  Director of Youth and Family Education

Youth and Family Education

Message From Director of Youth and Family Education
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September 6, Wednesday
teeN: JCAt (JCA teeN) iNFoRmAtioNAL meetiNg
6:00 pm
Important informational meeting for teens entering Grades 8-12 and their 
families to learn about JCAT (JCA Teen) programming for the 17-18 school year.

September 10, Sunday
SHALom totS: muSiCAL SeRviCe
FAmiLY: CommuNitY HAvdALAH
JCA SCHooL: SuNdAY midot ANd b'NAi mitzvAH CLASS
10:00 am

September 15, Friday
teeNS: Jv CoRPS CookS FoR SHAbbAt Ne'imAH
5:00 pm
FAmiLY: SHAbbAt Ne'imAH
6:15 pm

September 17, Sunday
teeNS: JCAt betteR togetHeR (drop off & pick up at the Arbors)
9:45 am - 1:00 pm
SHALom totS: muSiCAL SeRviCe
JCA SCHooL: SuNdAY midot ANd b'NAi mitzvAH CLASS
10:00 am
JCA SCHooL: HebReW SeSSioN 1
11:45 am

September 24, Sunday
SHALom totS: muSiCAL SeRviCe
JCA SCHooL: SuNdAY midot ANd b'NAi mitzvAH CLASS
10:00 am
JCA SCHooL: HebReW SeSSioN 1
11:45 am

September 27, Wednesday
JCA SCHooL: eLeCtiveS
4:00 pm

Youth and Family Education Calendar b'nai mitzvah
September 2- 
Ava and Isabel Polak

September 16- 
Sylvia Goldman

Youth and Family Education (continued)
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AduLt eduCAtioN oFFeRiNgS • FALL 2017 PRevieW
Look for program details and registration instructions in the fall adult education 
brochure available online and in hard copy by mid-September.

essential teachings of the ba’al Shem tov
Rabbi Nancy Flam
Sundays, October 15 and 22 • 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Pirkei Avot: ethics of the Fathers
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Tuesdays, October 17, 24, 31, November 7 • 7:00 - 8:30 pm

intermediate modern Hebrew
Henia Lewin
Wednesdays, October 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15, 29, December 6, 13 (no class 
November 22) • 5:45 - 7:15 pm

one State vs. two States: History of a debate
Aaron Berman
Thursdays, October 26, November 2, 9, 16 • 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Wednesdays, ongoing • 12:15 - 1:15 pm

Jewish Culture through Film: Ushpizin (Holy Guests, 2004, dir. Gidi Dar, Israel)
hosted by David Glassberg and Lisa Kent
Sunday, November 12 • 2:00 pm

interfaith Families: Honoring multiple traditions in the Home
Melanie Lewis
Information about date and time forthcoming in the fall brochure

israeli dancing
Randi Stein
Tuesdays, November 14, December 5, 12 • 7:00 - 8:15 pm

god Loves the Stranger: book Reading and Reception
with author Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg
Sunday, December 10 • 2:00 pm

Spotlight on Committees

Adult Education Committee Yom kippur Food 
Collection
On Yom Kippur, the 
Haftarah we read includes 
Prophet Isaiah’s words 
imploring us, as we fast, 
“to share your bread with 
the hungry” (58:7). In 
Western Massachusetts, 
more than 200,000 people 
struggle with hunger. No 
one should be hungry.

On Kol Nidre and Yom 
Kippur Day, please bring 
your greatly needed 
donations of non-
perishable food, perhaps 
the equivalent of one day's 
food, to be distributed 
by the Amherst Survival 
Center's Food Pantry 
to those in need in our 
community. 

A collection box will be 
in place before and after 
Yom Kippur if you wish 
to contribute then. Last 
year, we collected almost 
2,700 pounds of food, our 
greatest total ever. Let’s 
top that this year! tHANk 
You!

eSPeCiALLY Needed: 
Tomato products, canned 
vegetables and fruits, soup, 
nut butters, breakfast 
cereal, kids' healthy snacks, 
personal care items (toilet 
paper, tampons/pads, etc.)
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Chesed Committee

thank You, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular, thanks to Ann Armon for visits and to Kitty Talan, Barbara Burkart, Judi 
Fonsh, Jill Kaufman, Amy Rothenberg, Randi Stein, Anna Robbins, and Judy Davis for 
preparing and delivering meals.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.

Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. 

Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office at 
(413) 256-0160.

We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

monthly Cooking volunteers Needed for Not bread Alone
The JCA Committee for Not Bread Alone prepares the midday meal at Amherst’s 
local soup kitchen on the second Sunday of every month. We would welcome 
several new volunteers for the cooking crew (9:30 am - 12:00 noon) and the cleanup 
crew (12:00 noon - 2:00 pm) to replace people who are rotating off. Substitutes are 
on call to fill in when regular volunteers cannot be there. Do a mitzvah and have fun, 
and it is a great service project for b’nai mitzvah families. To volunteer or for more 
information, please contact Hollie Kalkstein at holliekalkstein@gmail.com.

Not Bread Alone

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
mailto:holliekalkstein@gmail.com
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Donations to the JCA

general Fund
In memory of Esther Mercer’s brother, 

Hector (The JCA Chesed Committee)
In memory of Robert Potash and in 

loving memory of Sonia and Sidney 
Wexler (Jo Ann Wexler & Robert Adler)

Joseph Bohan
In memory of my father, Morris 

Greenblatt (Joan Rabin)
In memory of Harold Berman, Aaron 

Berman’s father (Frieda Howards)
In memory of Louis Greenbaum  

(Marcia & Sheldon Goldman)
In memory of Louis Greenbaum 

(Elissa & Bernie Rubinstein)
In memory of Louis Greenbaum 

(Henny Lewin)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Katherine Vorwerk Feldman & Robert 
Feldman)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Barbara & Michael Burkart)

In memory of Louis Greenbaum 
(Phyllis & Hans Herda)

guidebook donation
Frieda Howards
Henny Lewin
Barbara & Michael Burkart
Judy & Allen Davis
Caden & Lewis Mainzer
Ruth Love Barer
Barbara Schaffer Bacon & Roger Bacon
Randi Stein

oneg/kiddush Fund
In memory of Alex Chajes on his 5th 

Yahrzeit (Diane Chajes)

Prayerbook Fund
In memory of my sister, Lois Litt 

(Allan Feldman)

Rabbi’s discretionary Fund
In honor of Shabbat Yoga; Catherine 

Nagel & Deborah Evans 
(Lori Holder-Webb & Jeff Cohen)

In memory of my father, Louis 
Greenbaum (Rachel Vigderman)

In The Valley

mak'hela
Mak'hela, The Jewish Chorus of Western Massachusetts, welcomes new singers to its opening rehearsal 
on September 12th from 7:30 pm to 9:15 pm at the Lander-Grinspoon Academy, 257 Prospect Street, 
Northampton. Come check it out! Visit makhela.org or email Lainee123@aol.com or bmikesh@comcast.net, 
or call Bonnie at 413 567-3927.

mailto:Lainee123@aol.com
mailto:bmikesh@comcast.net
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Rabbi benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@jcamherst.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

director of Youth and Family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@jcamherst.org)

board of directors
 President: Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
 First vice President: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
 Second vice President: Bob Solosko (bobsolosko@outlook.com)
 third vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 treasurer: Eric Weiss (eweiss0022@gmail.com)
 Clerk: Randi Stein (randistein@earthlink.net)
 members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur, 
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jackie Katz, Janis Levy, Jeff Roth-Howe,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@jcamherst.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@jcamherst.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@jcamherst.org)
Facility & maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

office Hours: 
 Monday and Thursday: Office Closed
 Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
 When the JCA School is in session on Wednesday, the office   
 remains open until 6:00 pm.

Kolot — JCA Voices

September 2017

editor/graphic designer 
Aaron Bousel 
413-253-3544 
fax: 413-253-3846 
news@jcamherst.org

Co-editor
Janis Levy

Art director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at: 
https://jcamherst.org/our-
community/newsletter-kolot-jca-
voices

Deadline for the October issue is 
September 12th.

Have you checked out the 
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members 

and others, siddurim, 
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot 

and many lovely gift items.

You can shop whenever 
the office is open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588  
info@jcamherst.org | www.jcamherst.org

Affiliated with the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities
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