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Programs and Events Calendar

June 1, Thursday
YiddiSh lehneR'S gRoup
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading Yiddish to join us at the JCA the 
first Thursday of every month. We are now reading Chapter 4 in Motl Paysie 
Dem Hazns by Sholem Aleichem. It can be downloaded from the Yiddish Book 
Center. We begin with a schmooze in Yiddish as we have lunch (bring your 
own - no meat or nuts). Everyone takes a turn reading, but the best part is the 
translating where we get the real "tahm" (taste) of Yiddish from our experts. 
So – come and join us. It's truly a mechiah. Please send all correspondence to 
friedahowards7@gmail.com.

June 1, Thursday
ConveRSATion WiTh JCA gAlleRY ARTiST BellA hAlSTed
6:30 pm

Join The CeleBRATion! WelCoMe BACK And honoR ouR RABBi
June 2, Friday

6:15 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Services with Rabbi Benjamin Weiner followed by a 
Community Oneg to greet our rabbi as he returns from his sabbatical.

June 3, Saturday
10:00 am
Shabbat Morning Services led by Rabbi Benjamin Weiner and Sophie Sweeting 
as she becomes Bat Mitzvah. Kiddush sponsored by Amy & Jamie Sweeting and 
the JCA Board of Directors to follow. All are invited.

6:30 pm
Reception and Dinner followed by Havdalah and celebratory Program to honor 
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner and bless his return to the JCA. Reservations required.

June 4, Sunday
JCA SeMi-AnnuAl MeeTing
9:30 am - 12 noon
Rabbi Weiner will be sharing reflections on his sabbatical and the year ahead, 
in addition to an agenda that includes approval of the JCA budget for the new 
fiscal year and other important community items.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.

mailto:friedahowards7@gmail.com
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

June 7, Wednesday
lunCh & leARn WiTh RABBi WeineR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

June 8, Thursday
JCA KlezMeR WoRKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm
An ongoing workshop for instrumentalists interested in learning how to play 
Klezmer music. Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit 
Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style 
in a fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

June 8, Thursday
AdulT ReAding gRoup
7:30 pm
Join us for the 4th meeting of the JCA Adult Reading Group. We will be 
discussing Between Friends by Amos Oz in which he "returns to the kibbutz 
of the late 1950s, the time and place where his writing began. These eight 
interconnected stories, set in the fictitious Kibbutz Yekhat, draw masterly 
profiles of idealistic men and women enduring personal hardships in the 
shadow of one of the greatest collective dreams of the twentieth century". It 
is in paperback and of course available through a library or Kindle. Come join 
us. Our discussions are lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper 
appreciation of the book you have read; new participants are always welcome! 
Any questions, please call Ken Talan, 253-2248. 

June 14, Wednesday
lunCh & leARn WiTh RABBi WeineR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

June 21, Wednesday
lunCh & leARn WiTh RABBi WeineR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

June 22, Thursday
JCA KlezMeR WoRKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

June 28, Wednesday
lunCh & leARn WiTh RABBi WeineR
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

B e T W e e n 
F R i e n d S
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

Our Community

July 6, Thursday
JCA KlezMeR WoRKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

July 20, Thursday
JCA KlezMeR WoRKShop
7:15 pm – 8:45 pm

iRving SeidMAn’S BooK on The JCA noW AvAilABle
The Jewish Community of Amherst: The Formative Years, 1969-1979 by Irv Seidman 
is now available in the JCA Judaica Store. The cost is $14.95. You may also order it 
and have it mailed to you or someone else by contacting the JCA office and sending 
in a check for $14.95 plus mailing and handling costs of approximately $3.50 
depending on destination. All proceeds from the book sold at the JCA, except for 
mailing and handling costs, will go to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. Please make 
check out to “JCA” and put “Seidman Book” in the memo line. The book is also 
available at Off the Common Bookshop at Collective Copies, 71 South Pleasant St, 
Amherst, MA 01002 and Schoen Books, 7 Sugarloaf Street, South Deerfield, MA 
01373, 413- 665- 0066.

Shemariah Blum-Evitts and Robert Friedman, along with Matanyah and Gabriel 
Friedman, would like to introduce you to Norah Aviv Friedman, born on May 2, 
2017, at 4:25 pm. 

Her name - Light of Spring in Hebrew - is in honor of Shemariah's paternal 
grandmother Helen Victoria Blum who passed away in 2014. Helen also means light. 
She was delighted to have had a great-granddaughter, Matanyah, and took quickly 
to her new role of Bubbe. She was very connected to family and would have been 
overjoyed with love for Gabriel and now Norah. We are grateful to Norah's healthy 
arrival and for expanding our beautiful family. Can't wait for you to meet her. 

Patience and Aaron Bousel are delighted to announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Rebecca, to Benjamin Freed.

The Jewish Community 
of Amherst

The Formative Years, 1969–1979

Irving Seidman

This is the story of how a widely diverse group of Jews new to Amherst wished to 
connect to each other for the sake of their children’s Jewish identities and their own.

• How word-of-mouth connections led them to establish two different Jewish  
committees that coalesced to form the Jewish Community of Amherst.

• How a Torah carried to safety from a small town in Poland invaded by Nazis  
became the JCA’s first Torah.

• How, without a building, the JCA’s wandering in Amherst created the imperative 
to find a home.

• How the JCA’s bid to purchase the sanctuary and parish hall of the Second Con-
gregational Church hung by the thread of a vote by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

• How rabbinic guidance helped the JCA face the challenge of becoming true to its 
name.

• How the establishment of its cemetery revealed the JCA’s developing maturity 
and it members’ willingness to face mortality.

• How the accomplishments of the founders and early members of the JCA estab-
lished principles, structures and ways of being together that continue to influ-
ence the JCA today.

Irving Seidman and his wife, Linda L. Seidman, have been 
members of the Jewish Community of Amherst since 1972. 
Their daughter, Rachel, was bat mitzvah at the JCA in 1979 
and their son, Ethan, was bar mitzvah in 1981, both with the 
support of Haim Gunner and Rabbi Yechiael Lander.

Seidman is Professor Emeritus, College of Education, University 
of Massachusetts Amherst, and the author of So You Might 

Know, a memoir of his parents, as well as Interviewing as Qualitative Research and 
other professional publications.

Off the Common Book 
Logo, ISBN details, price, etc.

Cover Image: The historical buildings of the Second Congregational Church, two of which were 
purchased by the Jewish Community of Amherst in 1976–77. Image by Edgar T. Scott, “East Street 
in Amherst, Mass.,” [circa 1905], SPC 115, used by permission of Special Collections, Jones Library, 
Amherst, Massachusetts.  

Cover design by Moira Clingman.

L’dor va’dor   |   From generation to generation   |
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isbn 978-1-945473-26-5 • $14.95
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Mazel Tov to June Bat Mitzvah Sophie Sweeting

Sophie Sweeting, daughter of Amy and Jamie Sweeting, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, June 3, 2017/
Sivan 9, reading from parashat Naso. Sophie is the sister of Rory, 
and the granddaughter of Ilene & Terry Rosenfeld and the late 
Marnie & Nigel Sweeting. She began attending JCA School in 
fourth grade. Sophie is a 7th grader at Amherst Regional Middle 
School. She loves English, Drama, and French classes; plays on 
the field hockey and lacrosse teams; and enjoys reading, baking, 
art, and travelling. For her Tikkun Olam project, Sophie is learning 

about women’s equality issues around the world. She attended the Women’s March 
on Washington in January. In February, she and her family visited three projects in 
Kenya and Tanzania that empower women to start businesses and improve their 
lives and the lives of their children. Sophie will be donating a portion of her Bat 
Mitzvah gifts to these organizations.

Sophie Sweeting

We offer our sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those 
who have recently died:

herbert J. Miller father of Robyn Miller, father in-law of Jennifer Holme, grandfather 
of Mikaela and Gabrielle Holme-Miller and husband of Berry Miller

Amos Rosenbloom, father of Jody Rosenbloom, father-in-law of Joel Kaminsky

Thomas Madsen, husband of Winifred Madsen and father of Catherine Madsen

Condolences

Our Community (continued)

Seeking Your news
We would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby or 
addition to your family, 
a wedding, an award, 
an achievement, public 
recognition, anything 
significant you would like 
to share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month before the 
publication of the next 
newsletter to: 
news@j-c-a.org. 

Joining the Jewish 
Community of Amherst
If you would like to know 
more about becoming 
a member of the JCA, 
we encourage you to 
get in touch with Tobi 
Sznajderman of the 
Membership Committee 
at membership@j-c-a.org.  
If you are ready to receive 
membership application 
materials, please contact 
the JCA Office at 
413-256-0160 or 
admindir@j-c-a.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Mazel Tov to June Bar Mitzvah Rafael Ash

Rafael Boaz Harper Ash will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on Saturday June 24, 2017/30 Sivan. Rafael is a 7th grade 
student at Amherst Regional Middle School. He lives in Amherst 
with his parents, Krista Harper and Michael Ash, and his older 
brother, Ezekiel Ash, who became Bar Mitzvah at the JCA in 2014. 
Rafael and his family have been members of the JCA for ten 
years. Rafael has a passion for social and environmental justice 
and is active in the ARMS 7th Grade Climate Change Club and the 
LGBT Cafe. For his Tikkun Olam Project (TOP), Rafael is organizing 

a fundraising event for the ACLU. His favorite subjects are math and Latin. Rafael 
enjoys music, tae kwon do, and games.

Rafael Ash

mailto:membership@j-c-a.org
mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
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Message from JCA President

We Still (Alas) Need to Talk About Money

I recently received another email from a member frustrated 
about hearing us talk about money “all the time”. And 

while I might challenge the characterization of “all the 
time”, I readily admit that our resource needs have been a 
prominent focus of the board’s work during the past two 
years. It’s actually one of the issues you elect us to focus 
on to ensure the stability and wellbeing of the JCA. We are 
often as weary as the member who just wrote to us, but 
we’d be negligent if we failed to take this issue seriously.

As the rabbi referenced in his letter to the community in 
February, in the wake of budget cuts that led to Cara Silverberg’s departure, this is 
a “gut check” moment for the JCA. Both the rabbi and I have taken pains to make 
clear that we are not being judgmental about the reasons individuals prioritize 
their support for the JCA at the levels they do, but the board is required to be 
realistic about the revenue we can count on and adjust our spending accordingly. 
The personnel cuts we made this spring were a first step towards reconciling this 
dilemma, but it is not sufficient to truly balance our budget in the year ahead.

The budget we’ll be asking you to vote on is almost $34,000 out of balance, a 
deficit we’ll be asking you to approve based on the board’s willingness to transfer 
that amount of money from our cash reserves, if necessary. The “cash reserves” 
we’re referencing are part of the $230,000 we obtained via the refinancing of our 
mortgage 2 years ago. The intent of that refinancing was primarily to generate 
money for the capital needs of our building and was not intended for operational 
needs. We have responsibly allocated most of these funds into restricted accounts 
for the building, the cemetery and ritual life objects, and could still cover the 
projected deficit, for this year only.

Our task, during the next few months, is to identify at least $35,000 of additional 
annualized spending cuts we can start implementing next January, after processing 
the implications of those potential cuts with relevant stakeholders. These additional 
cuts would significantly impact our remaining office and building staffing, our Youth 
& Family Education programs, and other important organizational commitments. 

The only alternative to making such spending cuts is to identify additional sources of 
revenue, and get a larger group of people involved in a variety of revenue generating 
efforts. We’re going to focus as much of our energy as possible on identifying 
fundraising strategies, but the success of this is dependent on the efforts of all of us.

B'shalom, 
Bill Zimmer

June 1, Thursday
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

June 5, Monday
Chesed Committee 
7:15 pm

June 7, Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee  
7:00 pm

June 11, Sunday
JCA Community Action 
Now 
4:00 pm

June 14, Wednesday
JCA Community Action 
Now Anti-Semitism 
Committee 
2:00 pm

June 15, Thursday
Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

June 16, Friday
Adult Education 
Committee 
12:15 pm

July 5, Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee 
7:00 pm

July 20, Thursday
Tikkun Olam Committee 
7:15 pm

CoMMiTTee 
MeeTingS

Photo: Emily Bilbao
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Shabbat Naso, Numbers 4:21-7:89
June 2, Friday

KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS 
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
Community Oneg to greet our rabbi as he returns from his sabbatical.

June 3, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Sophie Sweeting
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Sophie Sweeting

Shabbat Beha'alotekha, Numbers 8:1-12:16
June 9, Friday

KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

June 10, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shelaḥ Lekha, Numbers 13:1-15:41

June 16, Friday
ShABBAT ne'iMAh
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

June 17, Saturday
ShABBAT YogA
9:00 am in the social hall

ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D'var Torah: Ken Schoen

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a different location is specified.

Candle lighting
June 2 ~ 8:01 pm

June 9 ~ 8:06 pm

June 16 ~ 8:09 pm

June 23 ~ 8:11 pm

June 30 ~ 8:11 pm

July 7 ~ 8:09 pm

July 14 ~ 8:06 pm

July 21 ~ 8:00 pm

July 28 ~ 7:54 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset for 
Amherst, MA
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Shabbat Rosh Ḥodesh Tammuz, Parashat Koraḥ 
Numbers 16:1-18:32, Numbers 28:9-15

June 23, Friday
KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

June 24, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Bar Mitzvah: Rafael Ash
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rafael Ash

Shabbat Ḥukkat, Numbers 19:1-22:1
June 30, Friday

KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

July 1, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Balak, Numbers 22:2-25:9
July 7, Friday

CoMMuniTY KABBAlAT ShABBAT CeleBRATion AT CAMp SheMeSh
2:30 pm
Held at Camp Shemesh

July 8, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Kiddush & oneg 
Sponsors
June 3- 
Amy & James Sweeting, in 
honor of their daughter, 
Sophie, becoming Bat 
Mitzvah

The JCA Board of 
Directors, in celebration 
of Rabbi Weiner's return 
from his sabbatical

June 17- 
Ken Schoen & Jane 
Trigère, in honor of Ken's 
birthday

June 24- 
Michael Ash & Krista 
Harper, in honor of their 
son, Rafael, becoming Bar 
Mitzvah

If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, at 
admindir@j-c-a.org

mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
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Check the JCA website 
at: www.j-c-a.org/
services.html for updated 
information on services.

Shabbat Pinḥas, Numbers 25:10-30:1
July 14, Friday

KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be announced

July 15, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Mattot/Masei, Numbers 30:2-36:13
July 21, Friday

ShABBAT ne'iMAh
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Diana Brewer and our musical daveners

July 22, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Ḥazon, Parashat Devarim 
Dueteronomy 1:1-3:22

July 28, Friday
KABBAlAT ShABBAT SeRviCeS
6:15 pm
Service Leader: To be announced

July 29, Saturday
ShABBAT MoRning SeRviCeS
10:00 am
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shacharit  Minyan
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the 
small sanctuary

Meditation Minyan
Wednesdays at 7:30 am in 
the small sanctuary.

Mincha Minyan
Thursdays at 5:30 pm in the 
small sanctuary

Rosh Ḥodesh Tammuz
June 24/25, 
Saturday/Sunday

Rosh Ḥodesh Av
July 24, Monday

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

http://www.j-c-a.org/services.html
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Torah Reading Coordination
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Sarah Thomson, allset22@verizon.net, 413-253-2930 for reading 
in July, or Madeline Berkowitz, madelineberkowitz@gmail.com, 413-734-3950 for 
reading in August. For other times, please contact Aaron Bousel, abousel@comcast.net, 
413-253-3544.

If you would like to learn to read Torah or would like help choosing or preparing a 
reading, please contact Batya Perman, 549-4853.

introducing Torah Chanting Teacher Jane Myers
Jane is an experienced teacher of chanting from Torah for Shabbat and the High 
Holidays, and she understands Biblical Hebrew. She can also teach how to chant 
from Haftarah and from the Megillot: Esther, Shir Hashirim, Kohelet, Ruth, and Eikha 
(Lamentations). In addition to teaching B’nai Mitzvah students for several years 
as a tutor in Cambridge and as a cantor in Philadelphia, Jane taught trop to many 
adults—individually and in small groups—in communities where she lived. Jane is 
also willing to provide ongoing support for those new readers who need it. Contact 
her at 401-451-6020.

Thank You

The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

• Recent Torah/Haftorah readers:  Arnie Alper, Ruth Love Barer,  
Madeline Berkowitz, Hannah Blau,  Aaron Bousel,  Danielle Kadinoff,  
Jan Levy, Jane Myers, Elissa Rubinstein, Yosef Rumshiskiy, Oren Schmerling, 
Ruby Schmerling

• Service leaders:  Ruth Love Barer and Randi Stein, Diana Brewer,  
Yossi Charette, Eliza Gouverneur and Richard Cohen, Sara Schley and  
Felicia Mednick

• Musicians: Danielle Kadinoff, David Marks, and our Musical Daveners

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

mailto:allset22@verizon.net
mailto:madelineberkowitz@gmail.com
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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Youth and Family Education

Thank you 
to the JCA 

community 
for a 

wonderful 
Mitzvah day! 

Sunday, 
May 7, 2017
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Spotlight on Committees

Chesed Committee

Thank You, volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular thanks to Shiva Service Leaders Ruth Love Barer, Felicia Mednick, and 
Rabbi Ed Feld and to Nina Tetenbaum for preparing and delivering meals. 

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help with 
meals, rides, errands, 
visits, shiva minyans, etc. 
We also welcome babies 
to the community.

Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need of 
assistance. We can’t help 
if we don’t know. Contact 
the Chesed Committee 
by email at jcachesed@
gmail.com or by calling 
the office at (413) 256-
0160 or by contacting 
a committee member 
(current members are 
listed on the website).

We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

green Burial Section opening in July
After much research and planning, the green burial section adjacent to the existing 
cemetery is scheduled to open in July! We are grateful to all those who helped make 
this vision a reality. We look forward to a celebration and special ceremony at the 
cemetery sometime in the summer after Rabbi Weiner returns from his sabbatical. 
We will let the community know when we have a definite date.

Cemetery prices for all new plots have increased to $630 due to ongoing care and 
maintenance of our cemetery. All plots whether in the traditional or green are the 
same price. 

What makes a green burial plot different from a traditional plot in the JCA 
Cemetery? In the “green” section, cement grave liners will not be allowed, burial in 
shrouds will be allowed, and if a coffin is used, it must be green certified (available 
from Douglass Funeral Services). Also burial in the Green Section is sequential, 
meaning that you will not purchase a specific plot. Each burial is next to the 
previous one, in order to preserve the root system in the pine forest. If two plots 
are desired next to each other, they need to both be purchased at the same time  
(please read carefully Cemetery Guidelines section: Plots, for additional important 
information). 

Also green burial precludes the use of cement foundations for grave markers. Stone 
markers will be laid flat and limited in size to 1x2 feet. For more details on this, 
please consult the JCA Green Burial guidelines and the map of the Green Section 
which are posted on the JCA Website: http://j-c-a.org/green-burial.pdf

A paper copy is also available at the office for pickup.

If you have any questions about Green burial, please contact the cemetery co-
chairs:

Devorah Jacobson: 413-519-3169 
Linda Sinapi.   413-218-3107

Cemetery Committee

http://j-c-a.org/green-burial.pdf
mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
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JCA Hall Gallery

The horse Show By Bella halsted
Bella Halsted's HORSE SHOW presents a number of mostly 
life-sized or larger portraits of horses sketched from life or 
imagination, with special interest in the shape and interest of 
the eye. She uses both oil and watercolor. She has exhibited 
her paintings in the valley over the past decade, and leads 
painting and writing workshops. Visit the JCA Hall Gallery to 
see Bella Halsted’s work May 4 - July 28, Tuesdays - Fridays 
10:00 - 4:00 pm.

Bella Halsted will host a second reception on Thursday, June 
1st for her exhibit "The Horse Show" in conjunction with the 

"Arts Night Plus" from 5:00 to 8:00 pm. At 6:30 pm, visitors may join Bella in the 
JCA Library for a half hour conversation: How did the journey with horses evolve and 
where is it going? What do we bring to our paintings? Where do we go from here?

Membership Committee

My dinner With Shabbos
June 23, Friday

The JCA Membership Committee presents this congregation-wide event by 
organizing communal potluck Shabbat dinners. We need hosts! We need guests! 
We will be the matchmakers!!! Please RSVP to Ruth Kane-Levit by June 9 with the 
following information:

Will you be hosting or be a guest; How many adults and kids are in your party; 
What is your address; Do you have any dietary restrictions; If hosting, do you have 
a pet; If a guest, do you have any pet allergies? Email rkanelevit@gmail.com or call 
413-548-1083. 

Stop & Shop Food & Money Collection
Congratulations to those who helped make our annual JCA food/money collection at 
the Stop & Shop the most productive of this century! 

4,621 pounds of food and personal care items and $572 were collected and 
delivered to the Amherst Survival Center to help stock the Food Pantry for 
distribution to those in need.

Many thanks to volunteers  Barbara Berlin, Aaron Berman, Hannah Blau, Hill Boss, 
Aaron Bousel, John Clayton,  
Jeff Cohen, Robin Diamond, Irene Eigner, Merle Feld, Judi Fonsh, Jeanne Friedman & 
son, Hadar Grabel,  
Danielle Kadinoff, Hollie Kalkstein, Pearl-Anne Margalit, David Marks, Amy 
Mittelman, David Piech, Linda Sinapi,  
Judith Souweine, Ken Talan, Kitty Talan, Elaine Walsh and  Susan Zarchin.

mailto:rkanelevit@gmail.com
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Sponsored by the Tikkun Olam and Adult Education Committees, JCA Community Action Now met again on April 23 to 
discuss recent political changes in our country and how we as a community might respond to them in a positive and 
effective way. We have established working groups devoted to the following issues: Anti-Semitism, Climate, Elections, 
Freedom of the Press, Health Care, Sanctuary for Immigrants, and Security of the JCA. Our next meeting will be on 
June 11 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm. Anyone who could not attend a previous meeting but wishes to join one of the groups is 
welcome to attend. In the interim, those interested are encouraged to contact the specific group leaders identified at the 
end of each of the reports below:

Anti-Semitism: We discussed anti-Semitism as an international, national, local and individual issue. We shared personal 
anxieties regarding children attending Jewish educational classes, as well as when attending a forum about Middle East 
politics. As a result, we propose to sponsor a community event at the JCA to discuss personal experience with anti-
Semitism and the impact of family histories. Resources that could provide a format for such an event will be identified. 
The creation of book groups devoted to works on anti-Semitism is another possibility. We also discussed networking 
with interfaith and civil rights groups to be ready to respond to any incidents of hate in our area, and whether training 
is available concerning bystander action, i.e., intervening in support of someone who is being targeted. The group had a 
follow-up meeting on May 10. Contacts: Sandy Mandel at smandel@admin.umass.edu or Tom Wolff at tom@tomwolff.
com

Climate: Unfortunately, no member of this group was able to attend on April 23 to report on their activities. For updated 
information, contact Barbara Goldstein at bpgoldstein52@gmail.com. 

elections: Members of this group have joined The Sister District Project, https://www.sisterdistrict.com/, and Swing 
Left, https://swingleft.org/. Both organizations have done amazing work connecting people who live in very red or very 
blue areas with candidates in swing districts, enabling us to work on campaigns where we can make a difference. We 
can work individually from our own homes, and together as a JCA group when feasible. The work can include remote 
phone banking, donations, and (if the assigned swing district is close enough) in-person canvassing. Swing Left is working 
exclusively on campaigns for the U.S. House of Representatives; Sister District is also working on state legislative races, 
which are crucially important to reverse unfavorable partisan gerrymandering after the 2020 census. Anyone who is 
interested in election work should join one or both organizations (if you only want to join one, make it Sister District). 
Contacts: Judith Souweine, judithsouweine@gmail.com; Jackie Katz, jkatz111@gmail.com. 

Freedom of the press: We have contacted a number of organizations that support freedom of the press in the United 
States. The most important thing, they all agreed, is subscribing to and donating to print and electronic media that are 
doing investigative reporting. In addition, the politics editor at the Boston Globe offered to send reporters, and possibly 
come with them, to discuss the issues with us. Building on that offer, we plan to have a panel discussion including the 
Globe reporters, one or two editors of local newspapers, an AP investigative reporter or editor, and a representative from 
a nonprofit that defends freedom the press. We have reserved October 15, 2017 for the event with time TBD. We plan 
to advertise widely, thinking that there is considerable public interest in this issue and that we will have a particularly 
interesting panel. We would charge a registration fee in order to raise money to support investigative reporting through 
appropriate donations. We seek advice and support for additional ways to raise funds for this purpose during the event. 
Contact: Linda Seidman, lindalseidman@gmail.com. 

health Care: The Health Care Working Group is focusing on health care options in Massachusetts. The committee is 
planning a Forum to be held in the fall at the JCA to look at the possibility of single payer health care in Massachusetts. A 
proposal is already under consideration by a committee in the State Legislature. The Forum will be open to JCA members 
as well as the general public with the goal of providing education about the current health care situation, pending 

JCA Community Action Now (CAN)

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

continued on next page
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legislative initiatives, and presenting a vision of a single payer system in our state. If you are interested in finding out 
more about and/or working with the JCA Community Action Now Health Care Working Group, contact Melanie Lewis 
(melaniewlewis@gmail.com) or Barbara Burkart (barbruth@comcast.net).

Sanctuary: Our group has joined the Amherst Sanctuary Interfaith Group. We are currently working on passing the 
Amherst sanctuary bylaw. We are also getting training from the Pioneer Valley Workers Center to participate in their 
Sanctuary in the Streets project, https://www.pvworkerscenter.org/sanctuary-in-the-streets/. Contacts: Elaine Walsh, 
ewacupuncture@gmail.com; Karen Levine, klevine08@gmail.com. 

Security: We have learned that the JCA Board is actively working on this issue, so it is necessary for us to coordinate 
with them. We will contact the involved board members to determine if there is anything our group can do to support or 
supplement their work. Contacts: Irving Seidman, irvseidman@gmail.com; Avi Gladstone, avi@avigladstone.com.

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Adult ed
Richard Cohen

Chesed Committee
In appreciation of Rabbi Ed Feld and 

the JCA Chesed Committee for help 
with Shiva 
(Jody Rosenbloom & Joel Kaminsky)

general Fund
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In memory of Catherine Madsen’s father 

Thomas (Ruth & Howard Smith)
In memory of Arnold Friedman 

(Diane Chajes)
In memory of Arnold Trehub 

(Diane Chajes)
In memory of Madge Clingman 

(Diane Chajes)

In memory of Paula Averne 
(Diane Chajes)

In memory of Arnold Trehub with thanks 
to the Chesed Committee 
(Elaine Trehub)

project Rehovot
Rose Lander & Rabbi Yechiael Lander
Joyce Thatcher & Peter Blumberg
In memory of Arnold Trehub 

(Hilda & Louis Greenbaum)
Joni Beck Brewer
Norman & Eva Brown
Eliza Gouverneur & Richard Cohen
In memory of Leo & Eda Rabinovitz 

(Jordene Hale & David Rabinovitz)
In honor of Marilyn Kushick 
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(Yaffa & Haim Gunner)
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In memory of Madge Clingman 

(Ann Lowell)

Tzedakah
Hilda & Louis Greenbaum

Thank you to Ellen & Rob Kaufman for 
their gift of plantings in the barrels 
and the perennial gardens at the JCA 
entrance to celebrate Rabbi Weiner’s 
return.

Donations to the JCA
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

director of Youth and Family education:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Board of directors
 president: Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
 First vice president: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)
 Second vice president: Bob Solosko (bobsolosko@outlook.com)
 Third vice president: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
 Clerk: Randi Stein (randistein@earthlink.net)
 Members at large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, 
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern, Eric Weiss

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)
education Coordinator: Shirah Neumann (shirah@j-c-a.org)
Kitchen Coordinator: Lauren Smith
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

office hours: 
Due to a reduction in office staffing the JCA office hours have been 
changed.
 Monday and Thursday: Office Closed
 Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
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JCA Judaica Store lately?
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