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Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

Dear JCA,

If you’ve had the opportunity to visit my office—and if
you haven’t I sincerely invite you to come around for a

chat—you may have found yourself unduly impressed by
all of the books I have. The shelves overflow with them, to
say nothing of the additional volumes packed in boxes and
stacked in the alcove and the (non-functional) fireplace.
The truth is, most of them, like the desk, the sofa, and the
artwork, came with the place—a legacy carried over from
my beloved colleagues who occupied this room, and this
estate, before I did. In fact, I have often strategized how I

might effectively shed a few pages. Then, suddenly, quite recently, an idea occurred
to me: maybe I should read them.

I don’t know what you think a rabbi does all day, but the truth is, to borrow a
construction from Yogi Berra, ninety percent of the job is emailing and the other
half is the holy song-and-dance routine I perform on the weekends. All glibness
aside, much of the labor of the congregational rabbinate does revolve around
the execution of organizational tasks, which include a variety of meetings and the
upkeep of regular channels of communication. Some of the blessed exceptions
include pastoral encounters and the responsibility of facilitating communal spiritual
life. But, the truth is, I feel I have lost touch over the years with what, in other times
and places, might be considered the rabbi’s primary occupation, by which I mean
scholarship.

I don’t say this with any bitterness or resentment. I don’t think this is something the
congregation has taken away from me, but rather something for which I myself have
forgotten to use my time. I have been diligent in cultivating a meditation practice
but less conscientious in feeding the intellectual component of my own Jewish life.

The present need to sort through all of these books has provided me with a good
pretext for rectifying this situation. When you have a library accreted over three
generations of JCA rabbis, chances are you can’t go wrong just plucking a volume
off the shelf. Already, in my patented style of simultaneous reading, I have been
working through a classic 19th century text on the Talmud by Rabbi Zvi Hirsch
Chajes (relation by marriage of our own Diane), a wonderful distillation of Jewish
philosophy by the great early 20th century rabbi Milton Steinberg, and a volume on
American Jewish history by Lucy S. Dawidowicz.

The real goal of this confession is to proselytize. There is so much to read, so much
Judaism to learn. Let me know if you want any recommendations. Or if you have
any.

  b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Rabbi Weiner wants
to make sure the
community knows he
is available and eager
to visit at home, or
in the hospital, with
people who are unwell
or otherwise in need of
some spiritual support.
The important step is
to make sure he knows
you are in need!

Please don’t hesitate
to contact him directly
at rabbiweiner@j-c-a.
org, or through the JCA
office, if you would like
a visit.

Photo: Joseph Kushick

mailto:rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

September 1, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm
This is an ongoing workshop, meeting every other Thursday, for instrumentalists
who are interested in learning how to play Klezmer music. Instructor Brian
Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit Klezmer Ensemble, Little Shop
of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style in a fun, relaxed setting. All
instruments welcome. The workshop periodically performs as an ensemble for
JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

September 7, Wednesday
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm
Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of Halakha, the tradition of Jewish
law. We have been studying the laws and customs relating to tzedakah, working
out of a 19th century text called the Kitzur Shulkhan Aruch. The discussion has
helped us gain a better understanding of the mitzvah of tzedakah, (charity,
though the word literally means justice), what it meant in the past and how we
can apply it to our lives today. If you have not already attended, it is never too
late. You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome.
Please remember that JCA kashrut rules allow only for dairy and pareve foods
inside the building—no meat!

September 7, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW WITH HENIA LEWIN
5:45 – 7:15 pm
This class, conducted Ivrit b’lvrit, is intended for people who know some
Hebrew, want to increase their vocabulary, and seek an opportunity to practice
speaking the language. The text we use is Ivrit Min Ha’Hatchaia [Hebrew from
Scratch). Previous and new participants are welcome!
Adult Education class. Pre-registration required.

September 7, Wednesday
AN EXPLORATION OF THE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE WITH LARRY FINE
7:15 – 9:00 pm
This four-part course will explore the structure and nature of the Friday evening
prayers, the preliminary liturgy known as Kabbalat Shabbat, and the “evening”
(Ma’ariv) service that follows it.
Adult Education class. Pre-registration required.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities,
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and
other services.
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September 8, Thursday
JCA OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS
5:30 – 6:45 pm
Have a nosh, meet Rabbi Weiner, Principal & Family Education Coordinator,
Keren Rhodes, and members of the board, and learn about ways to be involved
at JCA. For more information, email membership@j-c-a.org or call Tobi
Sznajderman 413-549-1795.

September 10, Saturday
A TASTE OF LUNCH & LEARN
1:00 – 2:00 pm
Have you been interested in the rabbi’s weekly Lunch and Learn but unable to
attend because of your weekday schedule? You will be pleased to know that
this fall we are piloting a Shabbat afternoon version. Like the weekly sessions,
the subject matter will be Halakha, the Jewish legal tradition, but the emphasis
will be on using halakhic source material as a springboard for exploring issues of
contemporary, or perennial, concern.

September 12, Monday
COMMUNITY SING WITH DIANA BREWER
2:00 – 3:30 pm (Day and/or time may change, watch for email updates)
We will explore music for High Holidays familiar and unfamiliar. All are welcome.
There is no fee for this session.

September 12, Monday
BONE DENSITY YOGA WITH JAYMIE CHERNOFF
4:00 – 6:00 pm
Recent research by Dr. Loren Fishman, MD has found that just 12 minutes a day
of a specific yoga practice can significantly strengthen our bones. In a 3-class
session, you will learn how to incorporate classic yoga poses (and how to safely
modify them if you have little or no yoga experience) into a daily practice that
could yield wonderful rewards.
Adult Education class. Pre-registration rquired.

September 14, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

September 14, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW WITH HENIA LEWIN
5:45 – 7:15 pm

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

mailto:membership@j-c-a.org
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September 14, Wednesday
AN EXPLORATION OF THE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE WITH LARRY FINE
7:15 – 9:00 pm

September 15, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

September 15, Thursday
ADULT READING GROUP
7:30 – 9:00 pm
We will be discussing The UnAmericans: Stories by Molly Antopol. Longlisted for
the National Book Award, it is described as a stunning exploration of characters
shaped by the forces of history. It is the debut work of fiction by Molly Antopol,
a 2013 National Book Foundation Honoree. Come join us. Our discussions are
lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper appreciation of the book
you have read; new participants are always welcome! Any questions, please call
Ken Talan, 253-2248.

September 20, Tuesday
AN EXPLORATION OF THE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE WITH LARRY FINE
7:15 – 9:00 pm

September 21, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

September 21, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW WITH HENIA LEWIN
5:45 – 7:15 pm

September 25, Sunday
COMMUNITY SING WITH DIANA BREWER
2:00 – 3:30 pm

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)
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September 26, Monday
ILLNESS AS A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY WITH BONNIE DIAMOND
6:45 – 9:00 pm
In this workshop, we’ll use guided meditation, journaling, and reflection to
create an inner refuge of comfort that we can go to in the midst of any storm.
Using the guidance of the ancient traditions of Judaism and Chinese medicine,
we will find ways to bring light into times of darkness and to connect with our
deepest and strongest selves. Adult Education class. Pre-registration required.

September 28, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

September 28, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW WITH HENIA LEWIN
5:45 – 7:15 pm

September 28, Wednesday
AN EXPLORATION OF THE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE WITH LARRY FINE
7:15 – 9:00 pm

September 29, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

Upcoming Programs and Events

October 16, Sunday
THE DESTRUCTION OF TANGIBLE HERITAGE IN THE NEAR EAST
ΈAND AROUND THE WORLDΉ WITH MICHAEL SUGERMAN
10:15 – 11:45 am
Media reports have been filled with stories about the sharp rise in looting and
the destruction of antiquities in the aftermath of the invasion of Iraq, the Arab
Spring, and the ongoing war in Syria. By some estimates, millions of artifacts
have been taken from museums and sites in Iraq, Syria, and neighboring
countries. In this talk, Professor Sugerman will describe some of what is known
about the processes of looting and sale, and some of the local and global
responses to it. He will also address questions relating to the connections
between tangible cultural heritage and contemporary cultural identities.

Many Thanks to the
JCA Community.

Our Israel trip was
a great treat for
retirement!
Jody Rosenbloom

Photo: Jody & Joel in Haifa.
Bahá'í Temple in the background.

We spent two weeks
enjoying the sights
& sounds of Israel:
visited family up north
in the Galil; explored
sites walking around
Haifa; walked the
many new public
parks along the beach
or old railroad beds;
celebrated Shabbat with
friends in Jerusalem;
sampled Mediterranean
goodies in markets
& restaurants; and
wandered in museums
and historic sites e.g.
The Israel Museum, Beit
Hatefusot & Herodian.
What a nourishing,
complex, diverse and
exciting place Israel is!
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Our Community

Joining the Jewish
Community of
Amherst
If you would like to
know more about
becoming a member of
the JCA, we encourage
you to get in touch with
Tobi Sznajderman of the
Membership Committee
at membership@j-c-a.
org.  If you are ready
to receive membership
application materials,
please contact the JCA
Office at 413-256-0160
or admindir@j-c-a.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News
We would like to hear
from you! Please send
us your good news.
Maybe a new baby
or addition to your
family, a wedding, an
award, an achievement,
public recognition,
anything significant
you would like to
share. We welcome
your announcement
up to 120 words and
an accompanying jpeg
photo up to 1MB in size.
Please send by the 12th
of the month for the
upcoming newsletter to:
news@j-c-a.org.

New Website Honoring the Legacy of Rabbi Ben-Zion Gold
At Harvard Hillel for over 34 years, Rabbi Ben-Zion Gold had a lasting impact on
thousands of students and faculty, and on the place of Judaism within the university.
Deeply rooted in the traditional Jewish learning of his youth in Poland, he came to
America after the Holocaust to become a spokesman for social justice and a strong
advocate for egalitarian Judaism. JCA member Jane Myers, who knew Rabbi Gold
from 1966 until his death in April 2016, has launched an independent, interactive
website (https://rabbibenziongold.com/) with much help from Christa Whitney,
Director of the Yiddish Book Center’s Wexler Oral History Project. The website
includes selections from a CD of music from pre-War Poland that sustained him
throughout his lifetime, as well as photos, historical documents, video clips, and
selected sermons and writings.

Looking for Mental Health Professionals
Jonathan Lewis, a psychologist and new member of JCA, is looking for mental health
professionals who might be interested in being interviewed for a community access
TV program he is hosting called Shrink Rap. The goal of the program is to provide
information and awareness of a wide variety of psychological issues for the public.

The program is taped in South Deerfield. It is fun, painless, and provides information
about a range of mental health issues especially for people who are not yet utilizing
psychological services. This is a great way to do some community service and let
people know what kind of psychological work you can provide. If you are interested,
contact Jonathan at jdlewis@udel.edu

Unveiling for Saul Gladstone
The unveiling for Saul Gladstone will take place on Sunday, September 4 at 10:00 am
at the JCA Cemetery.

Mazel Tov to September Bat Mitzvah Nora Harris

Nora Eve Kaufman Harris will be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, September 17 and will
be reading from Parashat Ki Tetze. Nora is the sister of
Lily Harris, daughter of Jill Kaufman and Av Harris, and
granddaughter of Michael Harris and Ruth Weiner Harris,
and of Jack and Fran Kaufman (deceased). She is entering
8th grade at Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Academy
in South Hadley, MA, and was a student at JCA School
from first grade until finishing this May. Nora attended
Camp Shemesh for a number of years and this summer
was also at Eden Village Camp for the first time. She has
been an enthusiastic participant in the Rosh Hodesh girls'
program, and is a longtime performer with Youth on
Broadway area children’s musical theater company. Nora
is a veteran soccer and piano player, an experienced sous
chef, and an avid puzzler and math problem solver!Nora Harris

mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:membership@j-c-a.org
mailto:jdlewis@udel.edu
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
https://rabbibenziongold.com/
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Message from JCA President

September 5, Monday
Fundraising Committee
2:00 pm

Chesed Committee
7:15 pm

September 7,
Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee
7:00 pm

September 8,
Thursday
Board Meeting
7:00 pm

September 9, Friday
Adult Ed Committee
12:15 pm

September 15,
Thursday
Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

September 16, Friday
Adult Ed Committee
12:15 pm

September 22,
Thursday
Executive Committee
7:00 pm

Iwant to follow-up on last month’s column by offering some
observations about welcoming.

When Marsha and I started spending a lot of time in
Portland, Oregon with our grandchildren, the first thing we
did was check out the area synagogues. We ended up having
a wonderfully welcoming experience at a synagogue there
that has become our adopted home away from home.

The synagogue makes an extraordinary effort to be
welcoming, at many levels. After first making an inquiry
about membership, we were invited to meet with the

Executive Director who shared information about the synagogue and its culture,
and elicited a good deal of information about us and our interests. Also, she spent
considerable time explaining the dues system (an interesting combination of Fair
Share dues for people with incomes under $100,000 and fixed dues for those with
greater income).

Shortly after we joined, the rabbi, a board member and a representative of the
Membership Committee each contacted us and invited us to meet with them.
Subsequently, we received overtures from a number of committees that were
relevant to our interests, and over the first year of our membership, invitations
to neighborhood gatherings and Shabbat dinners. At services, there was always a
request to turn to those next to us, to introduce ourselves and make contact. In
these and many other ways, we felt instantly cared about and acknowledged.

In reflecting on these experiences, I don’t think that at JCA we are as active reaching
out to new members or to older members who do not know a lot of people and
feel disconnected. I’m not suggesting that we need to be as thorough as our
Portland synagogue, but being welcoming does require a conscious and deliberate
commitment to do outreach. I know that I am guilty of not reaching out as much as I
could do, partly because I’m not a naturally social person, and partly because I tend
to gravitate to people I know and have a history with, as most of us do. But what
some may think of as an “affinity group”, outsiders may experience as a “clique”.

We are in some ways victims of our success. So many of us are long-term members,
and have felt deeply connected to each other over many years, that it’s easy to
forget how intimidating it can feel to be “new.”

As we approach Rosh Hashanah, I am committing myself to be more conscious of
this issue. Also, I would like the board and others to think about what we might do
specifically to make our community feel more welcoming to old and new alike.

 b’shalom, Bill Zimmer

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Please Note:
The JCA is not accepting
donations of books or
artwork at this time.

Photo: Emily Bilbao
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Shabbat Rosh Ḥodesh Elul, Parashat Re’eh
Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17, Numbers 28:9-15

September 2, Friday
NO SERVICES THIS EVENING
Family Friday Nights will begin in November.

September 3, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shofetim, Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
September 9, Friday

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

September 10, Saturday
SHABBAT YOGA
9:00 am in the social hall
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner
A TASTE OF LUNCH & LEARN
1:00 pm

Shabbat Ki Tetze
Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19

September 16, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

September 17, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Nora Harris
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Nora Harris

Candle Lighting
September 2 ~ 7:02 pm

September 9 ~ 6:49 pm

September 16 ~ 6:37 pm

September 23 ~ 6:25 pm

September 30 ~ 6:12 pm

Times shown are 18
minutes before sunset
for Amherst, MA

Shacharit
(morning) Minyan
Every Tuesday at
7:30 am in the small
sanctuary.

Meditation Minyan
Every Wednesday at
7:30 am in the small
sanctuary.

Mincha Minyan
Every Thursday at
5:30 pm in the small
sanctuary.

Rosh Ḥodesh Elul
September 3/4,
Saturday/Sunday

Check the JCA website
at: www.j-c-a.org/
services.html for
updated information on
services.

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a diff erent loca  on is specifi ed.

http://www.j-c-a.org/services.html
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Shabbat Ki Tavo, Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
September 23, Friday

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

September 24, Saturday
SHABBAT YOGA
9:00 am in the social hall
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: John Clayton

SELIḤOT PROGRAM AND SERVICE AT TEMPLE ISRAEL, GREENFIELD
8:00 pm
Temple Israel will host a valley wide observance of Seliḥot, the first seasonal
exploration of the poems and prayers of the High Holiday season. Co-developers
of the program include Jewish Community of Amherst, Congregation B'nai Israel
and Beit Ahava.

Shabbat Nitzavim, Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20
September 30, Friday

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

October 1, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Following kiddush, John Clayton will read from his new collection of short
stories, Minyan: Ten Interwoven Stories.

Thank You
The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

Recent Torah/Haftarah readers: Hannah Blau, Joe Boucher, Aaron Bousel,
Leo Brosh, Oded Brosh, Marvin Ellin, Ben Kingston, Talya Kingston, Adin Klotz,
Nora Klotz, Rivka Levine, Yonatan Levine, Catherine Madsen,
Ruby Pepper-Aisenberg, Elissa Rubinstein, Randi Stein, Asa Wolfwood

D’var Torah givers: Ben Kingston, Nora Klotz, Ruby Pepper-Aisenberg

Musicians: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

Kiddush & Oneg
Sponsors
If you would like to
help with or sponsor a
kiddush, please contact
Ann Wetherbee, our
Administrative Director,
at admindir@j-c-a.org

September 17

The Harris/ Kaufman
family, in honor of
their daughter, Nora,
becoming Bat Mitzvah.

September 24

Janis Levy, in celebration
of her birthday and the
recent wedding of her
daughter, Mia Lipman,
and Chris Irwin.

Thank you to our
kiddush sponsors for
August:

August 13

Talya & Christopher
Kingston, in honor
of their son, Ben,
becoming Bar Mitzvah.

August 27

Jodi Levine & Bruce
Klotz, in honor of
their daughter, Nora,
becoming Bat Mitzvah

Torah Reading

If you are interested
in reading Torah and
would like to schedule
a time to read, please
contact: Aaron Bousel at
abousel@comcast.net.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:abousel@comcast.net
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Youth and Family Education

Dear Community,

How did camp go? That is the question I hear out of everyone’s mouth
at this time of year. It’s actually a hard question to answer because
the easy responses are the surface ones: It was great! The counselors
were all so wonderful. Lots of returners from previous summers. Oh,
we had so much fun. Have you been to Herrell's lately? You can taste
the Cucumber Watermelon Sunshine sorbet that our campers made
with local produce! These are indeed important features of a good
programmatic camp season. But really, there are more subtle ways that I
judge how well this camp season went:

1. I barely spent any time talking to parents about their camper's
challenging behavior. This is a marker of a good summer to me
because it shows that my staff was talented and well trained. They
were able to proactively set agreements within their camper units,
work with campers who needed extra attention, and resolve conflicts
constructively. Do we have fewer challenging campers at Camp
Shemesh than other camps? I can tell you definitively NO. I can tell
you that over the years I have heard from other area camp directors
how much they struggle with particular campers. And I can tell you
that we have those very same campers at Camp Shemesh and they
THRIVE.

2. Outsiders told us that the culture we’ve created for safety and
authentic expression is unique and special. Sometimes it can be
hard to know the impact of our work as educators. It can be hard
to tell from inside if what we are trying to do is working. But when
parents and community members pop in for a short time, and reflect
back to us that Camp Shemesh is a special place that embraces each
kid’s quirks and creates a collaborative and growthful environment
for all, we know we are doing something right. B'tzelem Elohim - we
are all in God's image, and we are proud of it!

3. Our staff grew personally and professionally. Summer camp is part
of the revolution of building the more beautiful world our hearts
know is possible. This means that each person involved must learn
and grow. I can’t quite tell you the beauty of our closing staff circle
around a Shabbat candle in the middle of Sweetser Park, but I can tell
you that something opened inside each one of us this summer. And
we are carrying it out into the world.

Summer camp is where Judaism ceases being a thing to learn about
and simply becomes a way of being. It's been a joy for me to spend
yet another summer with Camp Shemesh. Thank you to all of our
counselors, staff, parents, administrators and cheerleaders. Together, we
make magic!

Many thanks,

Cara Michelle Silverberg, Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator

Sunday, September 11 – First Day of
School & Parent Orientation
10:00 am - 12:15 pm

Students – Meet your teachers and play
games with your classmates to kick off
your school year.

Mandatory Parent Orientation –
Participate in workshops with Keren, Cara
and the rabbi to understand this year’s
curriculum and build community with
each other. Coffee and tea provided;
potluck breakfast items (bagels, cream
cheese, fruit, muffins) encouraged and
appreciated.

*Shalom Sunday students and parents will
attend their own combined class session
and orientation with their teacher.

Wednesday, September 14 - First
Wednesday of School (no parent
orientation)
For students in 2nd - 7th grades from 4:00
pm - 5:30 pm. Snack provided. All new
modern Hebrew curriculum called Hebrew
Through Movement!

*If your child needs to come early because
of when they get out of school, please
contact Misha Mariano at edassist@j-c-a.
org to discuss our policies regarding study
time at the JCA.

Sunday, September 25 – Teen
Program: Gleaning
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Explore topics of Jewish food justice
through gleaning produce at a local farm
and delivering it to a local shelter. Meet
in the JCA Social Hall. Open to teens of all
ages, with two tracks for 6th- 8th graders
and 9th- 12th graders. Required for 6th-
7th grade b’nai mitzvah students.

View the JCA Education calendar and
website at www.j-c-a.org/education.html
for up to date information on regular
school dates, vacation days, weather
cancellations, registration and more.

mailto:edassist@j-c-a.org
http://www.j-c-a.org/educaton.html
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Spotlight on Committees

Adult Education Committee

Adult Education 2016 Fall Programs
Register now for fall adult education classes. Some classes begin early in September,
so reserve your place soon. New this year, you can both register and donate online.
For the Fall 2016 Brochure, go to http://www.j-c-a.org/adult-ed.pdf, or pick up a
copy in the JCA Lobby.

An Exploration of the Friday Night Service – Larry Fine
September 7, 14, 20, 28
7:15 – 9:00 pm

Advanced Beginner Modern Hebrew – Henia Lewin
Wednesdays, September 7, 14, 21, 28, October 19, 26, November 2, 9
5:45 – 7:15 pm

Yoga: Improved Bone Health in 12 Minutes a Day – Jaymie Chernoff
Monday, September 12  Thursdays, October 6, 20
4:00 – 6:00 pm  4:30 - 6:00 pm

Lunch and Learn – Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Every Wednesday
12:00 – 1:15 pm

A Taste of Lunch and Learn on Shabbat – Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Saturdays, September 10 and October 15
1:00 - 2:00 pm

Illness as a Spiritual Journey – Bonnie Diamond
Monday, September 26
6:45 – 9:00 pm

Destruction of Tangible Heritage in the Near East – Michael Sugerman
Sunday, October 16
10:15 – 11:45 am

Questioning the Holocaust – Murray Schwartz
Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 16, 30
7:00 – 9:00 pm

Jewish Folktales – Ilan Stavens
Sundays, November 13, 20, and December 11
2:00 pm

Yiddish Reading Group
Date, time and to location to be determined by participants

Adult Education Programs sponsored by the JCA School
Many new programs of special interest to parents/guardians

Yom Kippur Food
Collection
On Yom Kippur, the
Haftarah we read
includes the Prophet
Isaiah’s words imploring
us, as we fast, to share
our bread with the
hungry (58:7).

In Western
Massachusetts, more
than 200,000 people
struggle with hunger.
No one should be
hungry.  On Kol Nidre
and Yom Kippur Day,
please bring your greatly
needed donations of
non-perishable food,
perhaps the equivalent
of one day’s food,
to be distributed by
the Amherst Survival
Center’s Food Pantry
to those in need in our
community.

A collection box will
be in place before and
after Yom Kippur if you
wish to contribute then.
THANK YOU!

Especially needed:
tomato products, beans,
canned vegetables and
fruits, soup, nut butters,
breakfast cereal, and
healthy kids' snacks

http://www.j-c-a.org/adult-ed.pdf
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

JCA Hall Gallery

Illustrator and Printmaker, Neil Brigham, presents Block Prints, a selection of linocut
block prints at the Jewish Community of Amherst Hall Gallery. This body of work
represents a varied stylistic approach ranging from narrative to work that is more
conceptual. In either case, Neil frequently draws inspiration from nature and finds
block printing to be a fitting medium to convey the organic character of the natural
world.

The exhibit runs from August 4 - October 27 to coincide with the Amherst Art Walk.
Receptions will be held on August 4, September 1 and October 6 from 5:00 - 8:00
pm. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Thursday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, and Friday and Sunday
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

Chesed Committee

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate
support to others in the community.

In particular, thanks to Robin Diamond, Jody Rosenbloom, Joan Rabin, Ellen
Middleton, Irene Eigner, Diane Chajes, Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Fay Zipkowitz,
Judi Fonsh, and Jody Wax for helping at the Blood Drive and to Judy Davis, Ellen
Middleton, and Barbara Rothenberg for preparing and delivering meals.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate
Community
The Chesed Committee
assists JCA members
in times of joy, sorrow,
and need, coordinating
volunteers to help
with meals, rides,
errands, visits, shiva
minyans, etc. We also
welcome babies to the
community.

Please let us know if
you, someone in your
family, or someone in
the community is ill,
hospitalized, or in need
of assistance. We can’t
help if we don’t know.
Contact the Chesed
Committee by email at
jcachesed@gmail.com
or by calling the office
at (413) 256-0160 or by
contacting a committee
member (current
members are listed on
the website).

We encourage you
to be a part of the
JCA’s growth as
a compassionate
community. New
committee members
are welcome at any time
to participate in this
mitzvah.

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
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Cemetery Fund
In honor of Felice Yeskel (B Kim Erslev)

General Fund
In honor of Rabbi Eddie Feld

(Diana & Sara Brewer)
In honor of the Tuesday and Wednesday

Morning Minyans (Mary & Herb Bernstein)
Remembering the Yahrzeit of Morris

Greenblatt, father of Joan Rabin. Thank
you! (Joan Rabin)

In honor of Judy & Allen Davis’ 50th
Anniversary! Mazel Tov from the Chesed
Committee

Ellen Kaufman

Guidebook Donation
Frieda Howards
Caden & Lewis Mainzer
Ruth & Howard Smith
Sarah Thomson
Patience & Aaron Bousel
Ruth Love Barer
Diane Chajes
The Visual Arts Committee
Linda Sinapi
Bob & Jeanne Potash
Barbara & Michael Burkart
Bernie & Elissa Rubinstein
Janis Levy
Barbara & Ted Slovin
Ziva Harmatz

Prayerbook Fund
In memory of my sister, Lois Litt

(Alan Feldman)

Project Rehovot
Shoshana Sokoloff and Jeff Rubin in memory

of Edward Lammer, brother-in-law of John
Machta and Betsy Brooks

Ruth Wax

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In honor of Shabbat Yoga and Catherine

Nagel and Deborah Evans
(Jeffrey Cohen & Lori Holder-Webb)

In memory of Batya Katz Gladstone
(Eileen Rosen, Hadar Grabel &
Patience Bousel)

Tzedakah Fund
In memory of my father, Louis Rabin

(Monroe Rabin)
Ziva Harmatz

B’nai Mitzvah Tablecloths Donation
Talya & Christopher Kingston
Krista Harper & Michael Ash

Donations to the JCA

Condolences:
We offer our sympathy
and heartfelt
condolences to the
families and friends of
those who have recently
died:

Dennis Mosselson,
husband of Marian
Mosselson, father of
JCA member Jacqueline
Mosselson, father-
in-law of Scott, and
grandfather of Natasha
and Althea.
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In the Valley

In Search of Israeli Cuisine

Come and see this film by Roger Sherman, meet the filmmaker and enjoy a taste of
Israeli cuisine.

Tuesday, September 27, at Congregation B'nai Israel, suggested donation $15.00
6:00 pm: Israeli Buffet
7:00 pm: Film and Dessert

Great Jewish Books Fall Program
The Yiddish Book Center is hosting a new educational program for adult learners on
October 30-November 4 with the theme of Power and Powerlessness. Participants
will explore modern Jewish literature through lectures, small-group work, a film
series and live performance, and novels, stories, and poems by authors such as
Isaac Babel, Franz Kafka, Cynthia Ozick, Dahlia Ravikovitch, Isaac Bashevis Singer,
and Anna Deveare Smith. The program will consider how different writers have
understood the complex positioning and repositioning of modern Jews vis-à-vis
different types of power in works written in Yiddish, Hebrew, Russian, German,
French, English, and other languages (all available in translation).

Space is limited, so register at:
http://support.yiddishbookcenter.org/site/Calendar?id=7421&view=Detail
as soon as possible. If you have any questions, call Program Assistant Sylvia Peterson
at 413-256-4900, ext. 143.

Mak’hela Open Rehearsal
Tuesday, September 6, 7:30 - 9:30 pm
If you like to sing, come give it a try! Everyone is welcome. For more information,
please contact Bonnie at bpmikesh@comcast.net, or at 413-567-3927

Family Seeks Housing
Family of four seeking to relocate to the Pioneer Valley is looking for an unfurnished
3 -4 bedroom rental home in a beautiful environment. Prefer a new house, open
concept, with hardwood floors, high ceilings, big windows and balconies, man cave,
playroom and office. Please contact: Rabbi Yafa Chase at yafachase@aol.com or call
505-470-7777.

Jewish Family Service Celebrates 100 Years
For over a century, JFS has addressed the needs of the Jewish community and the
community-at-large with responsive services including Jewish life enrichment, elder
care support and aging in place, elder guardianship & conservatorship, caregiver
support groups, counseling & family therapy, citizenship and naturalization services
and refugee resettlement. This major milestone will be celebrated on October 6 at
the Carriage House at the Barney Estate in Forest Park, Springfield. Tickets are $100
and include buffet stations, open bar with wine and beer and a festive program.
Visit celebrateJFS.org for sponsorship opportunities, tickets and to learn more about
the history of JFS.

Announcements
should be brief and
of interest to the local
Jewish community.
Announcements will
be listed as space
permits.

mailto:bpmikesh@comcast.net
mailto:yafachase@aol.com
http://support.yiddishbookcenter.org/site/Calendar?id=7421&view=Detail
http://www.celebratejfs.org/
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

School Principal & Family Education Coordinator:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator:
 Cara Michelle Silverberg (cara@j-c-a.org)

Board of Directors
President:  Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
First Vice President: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)
Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (rbsolosko@verizon.net)
Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)

 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
Clerk: Sarah Thomson (allset22@verizon.net)
Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,

 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, Amy Kroin,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA
Guidebook.

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)
Financial Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)
Administrative Assistants: Misha Heij Mariano (edassist@j-c-a.org)

To be determined (adminassist@j-c-a.org)
Kitchen Coordinator: Lauren Smith
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman

New Office Hours: (as of September 6)
 Monday: Office Closed
 Tuesday to Thursday: 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
 Friday: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm
 When JCA School is in session on Wednesdays, the office will
 remain open until 6:00 pm.

Kolot — JCA Voices

September 2016

Editor/Graphic Designer
Aaron Bousel
413-253-3544
fax: 413-253-3846
news@j-c-a.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions
may be found at:
http://j-c-a.org/news/

Deadline for the October issue is
September 12th.

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books
by JCA members

and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot

and many lovely gi   items.

You can shop whenever
the offi  ce is open.

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588
info@j-c-a.org | www.j-c-a.org

Affiliated with the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities
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How wonderful it would be if one could only be worthy
of hearing the song of the grass. Each blade of grass sings
out to God without any ulterior motive and without
expecting any reward.

Rebbe Nachman
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