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JCA Open House For New & Prospective Members
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Programs and Events Calendar

August 4, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm
This is an ongoing workshop, meeting every other Thursday, for
instrumentalists who are interested in learning how to play Klezmer music.
Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit Klezmer
Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style in a
fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

August 10, Wednesday
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm
Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of Halakha, the tradition
of Jewish law. We have been studying the laws and customs relating to
tzedakah, working out of a 19th century text called the Kitzur Shulkhan
Aruch. The discussion has helped us gain a better understanding of the
mitzvah of tzedakah, (charity, though the word literally means justice), what
it meant in the past and how we can apply it to our lives today. If you have
not already attended, it is never too late. You can come and go as you’re
able, and drop-ins are always welcome. Please remember that JCA kashrut
rules allow only for dairy and pareve foods inside the building—no meat!

August 17, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

August 18, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

August 24, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

August 31, Wednesday
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities,
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and
other services.
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Our Community

Joining the Jewish
Community of
Amherst
If you would like to
know more about
becoming a member of
the JCA, we encourage
you to get in touch with
Tobi Sznajderman of the
Membership Committee
at membership@j-c-a.
org.  If you are ready
to receive membership
application materials,
please contact the JCA
Office at 413-256-0160
or admindir@j-c-a.org.
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News
We would like to hear
from you! Please send
us your good news.
Maybe a new baby
or addition to your
family, a wedding, an
award, an achievement,
public recognition,
anything significant
you would like to
share. We welcome
your announcement
up to 120 words and
an accompanying jpeg
photo up to 1MB in size.
Please send by the 12th
of the month for the
upcoming newsletter to:
news@j-c-a.org.

Welcome to new JCA Members

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:

Mark Esposito & Rachel Currie-Rubin Easthampton

Bernie and Elissa Rubinstein are happy to announce the birth of grandson Isaac,
who was born on May 16th. His parents are Aaron and Katie Rubinstein of Amherst.
He has two brothers, Aryeh and Elijah.

Diana Brewer has resumed her blog with a series on the Jewish practice of prayer
three times a day. Visit www.dianabrewer.net to read or subscribe to the blog.

Mazel Tov to our August B’nai Mitzvah

Benjamin Kingston will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on August 13 and
will be reading from parashat Devarim.
Ben is the son of Talya and Christopher
Kingston and has been a student at the
JCA School for five years. He has also
enjoyed weeks at Camp Shemesh. He
has been studying Torah with the help
of Marvin Ellin. Ben is a keen soccer
player and mathematician and has just
graduated from Crocker Farm School. He
will be spending next year with his family
in Barcelona before returning to the JCA
community in the fall of 2017.

Nora Beth Klotz will be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, August 27
and will be reading from parashat Ekev.
Nora is the daughter of Jodi Levine and
Bruce Klotz and the granddaughter of
Yonna and Fred Levine and Anton Klotz.
She is a student at the Amherst Regional
Middle School and attended the JCA
School from first grade until finishing in
May. She was a camper at Camp Shemesh
for five years and is an active participant
in Teva Torah, Rosh Hodesh and the JCA
community. Nora is passionate about
science, musical theater and cooking.

Benjamin Kingston

Nora Beth Klotz
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Message from JCA President

August 1, Monday
Fundraising Committee
2:00 pm

Chesed Committee
7:15 pm

August 3, Wednesday
Youth & Family
Education Committee
7:00 pm

August 10,
Wednesday
Ritual Life Committee
7:00 pm

August 11, Thursday
Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

August 18, Thursday
Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

August 25, Thursday
Executive Committee
7:00 pm

August 26, Friday
Adult Ed Committee
12:15 pm

Just over 20 years ago, Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman, a Reform
Rabbi at Hebrew Union College in New York, and Dr. Ron

Wolfson, a Conservative Educator at the Whizin Center
for the Jewish Future at the University of Judaism in Los
Angeles, teamed up to form an initiative called Synagogue
2000 (now renamed Synagogue 3000).

The project is devoted to working with congregations
from all denominations to seek new visions and revitalize
synagogues in ways that respond to the changing nature of
our modern society. A number of stimulating books have
emerged from this initiative that elaborate on the dilemmas
and discuss strategies utilized successfully by different

congregations to revitalize their synagogues and engage their members.

Rabbi Hoffman’s book, Rethinking Synagogues (2006) and Dr. Wolfson’s, The
Spirituality of Welcoming (2006), have greatly influenced my own approach to these
issues, and I am now reading Sacred Strategies (2010) by Isa Aron and colleagues,
and Synagogues Matter (2014) by Aaron Spiegal. Their insights and reporting out
on the changes in dozens of synagogues throughout the country have deepened my
understanding and energized my commitment to make JCA the most compelling and
most engaging synagogue it can be.

We have a great deal to be proud of in how we have created a caring community,
and attempted to meet the complex needs of a religiously, intellectually and
economically diverse membership. We have just come through a financial crisis
that demonstrated the deep commitment our members have to sustaining what
we’ve built here. Given this strong commitment, we have the opportunity to allow
ourselves to step back, take stock of the dilemmas that we, like all synagogues, still
face, and recommit ourselves to a process of reflection and problem-solving that
will ensure our continuing vitality in the future.

There are areas where we can improve: actively welcome new members and be
sensitive to how difficult and intimidating it can be to feel connected; deal more
directly with the generational gap within our congregation, making every effort to
bridge the chasm between young families with children in school and older adults
many years away from childrearing; continue strategizing about how to entice more
people to get actively engaged with the operational demands of running JCA, or to
become engaged in any manner.

Synagogue membership is not a natural fit with the predilections, institutional
biases, lifestyles or temperamental instincts of many younger (and not so young)
Jews in today’s world. The Synagogue 2000/3000 initiative was based on a
recognition that synagogues need to confront this reality and adapt to meet the
changing needs of the broader Jewish world. Our current vibrancy is the ideal perch
from which to begin to address these issues deliberatively.

 b’shalom, Bill Zimmer

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Photo: Halley Gmeiner

Please Note:
The JCA is not accepting
donations of books or
artwork at this time.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Shabbat Mattot/Masei, Numbers 30:2-36:13
August 5, Friday

NO SERVICES THIS EVENING
Family Shabbat returns in the fall.

August 6, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Ruby Pepper-Aisenberg
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Ruby Pepper-Aisenberg

Shabbat Ḥazon, Parashat Devarim
Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22

August 12, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

August 13, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Bar Mitzvah: Ben Kingston
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Ben Kingston

Tish B’Av

August 13, Saturday
SERVICE AND CHANTING OF LAMENTATIONS
8:00 pm in the small sanctuary
Tisha B’Av is the commemoration of the destruction of both the First and
Second Temples in Jerusalem. It is traditionally observed as a full fast day, from
sundown until after dark the next day. Other catastrophes that befell the Jewish
people have also come to be associated with this day of mourning.

Candle Lighting
August 5, 7:46 pm

August 12, 7:37 pm

August 19, 7:26 pm

August 26, 7:15 pm

Times shown are 18
minutes before sunset
for Amherst, MA

Shacharit
(morning) Minyan
Every Tuesday at
7:30 am in the small
sanctuary.

Meditation Minyan
Every Wednesday at
7:30 am in the small
sanctuary.

Mincha Minyan
Every Thursday at
5:30 pm in the small
sanctuary.

Rosh Ḥodesh Elul
September 3/4,
Saturday/Sunday

Check the JCA website
at: www.j-c-a.org/
services.html for
updated information on
services.

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a diff erent loca  on is specifi ed.
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Shabbat Naḥamu, Parashat Va’etḥannan
Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11

August 19, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

August 20, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Ekev, Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25
August 26, Friday

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

August 27, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah: Nora Klotz
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Nora Klotz

Thank You
The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

Recent Torah readers: Arnie Alper, Joe Boucher, Aaron Bousel, Hannah Blau,
Sam Gladstone, Steve Goldman, Ava Greenbaum, David Greenbaum,
Jenna Greenbaum, Joel Greenbaum, Ben Rehorka, Elissa Rubinstein,
Yosef Rumshiskiy, Tal Schmerling

Lay service leaders: Ruth Love Barer, Diana Brewer, Yossi Charette, Richard Cohen
and Eliza Gouverneur, Gordon Freed, Catherine Madsen, Ken Schoen, Rhonda
Shapiro-Rieser, Connie Songer and Randi Stein

D’var Torah givers: Ava Greenbaum, David Greenbaum, Ziva Harmatz, Ken Schoen,
Tal Schmerling, Rhonda Shapiro-Rieser, Jane Trigere

Musicians: Rabbi Weiner and our musical daveners

Kiddush & Oneg
Sponsors
If you would like to
help with or sponsor a
kiddush, please contact
Ann Wetherbee, our
Administrative Director,
at admindir@j-c-a.org

August 13

Talya & Christopher
Kingston, in honor
of their son, Ben,
becoming Bar Mitzvah.

August 27

Jodi Levine & Bruce
Klotz, in honor of
their daughter, Nora,
becoming Bat Mitzvah

Thank you to our
kiddush sponsors for
July:

July 23

Elissa & Bernie
Rubinstein, in honor of
our family birthdays.

Torah Reading
If you are interested
in reading Torah and
would like to schedule
a time to read, please
contact: Aaron Bousel
at  abousel@comcast.
net. If you would
like to learn to read
Torah, would like help
choosing or preparing a
reading, or would like to
schedule a reading for a
month when there is no
designated coordinator,
please contact Batya
Perman, 549-4853.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)
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Education

1. Hebrew Through Movement: On Wednesdays, grades 2-5
will participate in Hebrew Through Movement. Click here
for a more detailed column I wrote last month about this
program. By introducing language in a fun and exciting way,
and focusing for the first few years on modern spoken Hebrew,
we will get kids excited and enthusiastic about learning a new
language, and help them connect with Israel in a meaningful
way. Our Hebrew program will also include the exciting
opportunity to learn about robotics and programming, all
while strengthening Hebrew vocabulary skills.

2. Torah, Torah, Torah: On Wednesdays, we will study the weekly
Torah portion (parsha) the way Jews traditionally do. Students
will learn to look past the surface of the story and find values
and meaning within the text. For example, the story of Noah
is not only about animals entering an ark two by two, but
also that Noah had a difficult decision to make. Students will
consider what to do when the people around you are not
making good choices. Do you just worry about yourself, or do
you try to change the people around you?  Should you stand
by and watch, as long as you are not making bad choices?
Students will examine age-appropriate modern day examples
of standing by when bad things are happening (bullying,
classmates misbehaving, etc.) and will think about how this
ties into the story of Noah. What did Noah do? Did he make
the best decision?

3. Prayer/T’fillah: On Wednesdays, students will learn a prayer
from the different lists each class is studying. The focus will
be on what the prayer means and why we say it. Kavannah
is the Hebrew word for the intention behind the prayer. For
example, the call and response pattern at the beginning of
the Barchu is also found at the beginning of the blessings to
read Torah, and the Birkat Ha-Mazon (blessing after eating).
Students will be asked to think about why these three events
- praying, reading Torah, and the end of a meal - require a
special way of forming community.

4. Values Based Learning: On Sunday mornings, grades 2-5 will
use art, music, games, stories, technology, and more to create
educational opportunities that are innovative, accessible,
and engaging. Through the lens of seven key Jewish values,
students will study holidays, prayer, and historic Jewish
texts, and work as a class to connect their individual Jewish
identities to real life situations. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

b’shalom, Keren Rhodes, JCA School Principal

There are exciting changes coming to the JCA School next year.
Here’s a sneak peek at our brand new curriculum for the 2016/17 School Year

http://files.ctctcdn.com/999265a5201/fc5ecf55-c34a-4c60-b4b1-b4f48a340c4f.pdf
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Spotlight on Committees

Adult Education Committee

Fall 2016 Preview
More information about these programs will be coming soon

Kabbalat Shabbat
Wednesdays, September 7, 14, 28, and one date tbd
7:15 – 9:00 pm

Prompted by the enthusiasm for the Shabbat Ne’imah service, this four-session
course, taught by Professor Larry Fine, will provide an opportunity to become
more intimately familiar with the joyful prayers that introduce the experience of
Shabbat. There will be a special focus on the famous mystical poem/song, Lecha
Dodi, the centerpiece of Kabbalat Shabbat.

A Taste of Lunch and Learn
Saturday, September 10 and Saturday, October 15
1:00 – 2:30 pm

If you cannot make it to the weekly Wednesday afternoon session, here’s a
chance to experience this wonderful program with Rabbi Benjamin Weiner.

Illness as a Spiritual Journey
Monday, September 26
6:45 – 9:00 pm

As we approach the holidays, we wish each other a happy and healthy New
Year, but what does this mean for those struggling with chronic illness? Bonnie
Diamond will help us reframe illness as a spiritual journey, an opportunity to
connect more deeply with ourselves and with those we care about.

Israeli Archaeology
Sunday, October 16
10:15 – 11:45 am

Back by popular demand, Professor Michael Sugerman will discuss Israeli
archaeology and its historical, political and religious ramifications.

Questioning the Holocaust
Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 16, 30
7:00 – 9:00 pm

In four sessions, this course will address three central questions about the
Holocaust: How could it happen? What happened where and when? Why in
2016, among continuing genocides, does the Holocaust matter?

Jewish Folktales
Sundays, November 13, 20, and December 11
2:00 pm

Professor Ilan Stavans will present a three-part course which will examine
Biblical, Rabbinic and modern Jewish folktales.

Ilan Stavans
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Lunch and Learn
Wednesdays
12:00 – 1:15 pm

Investigate Halakha, the tradition of Jewish law, every Wednesday with Rabbi
Benjamin Weiner.

Conversational Modern Hebrew
Eight sessions on dates TBD
5:45 – 7:15 pm

Hone your conversational skills with Henny Lewin

Yiddish Reading Group
Times, dates and location to be set by the group

Join a small group of people to read Yiddish once a month. The group is about
to begin reading stories by Shalom Aleichem.

Adult Education Committee (continued)

JCA Hall Gallery

Illustrator and Printmaker, Neil
Brigham, presents Block Prints, a
selection of linocut block prints at the
Jewish Community of Amherst Hall
Gallery. This body of work represents
a varied stylistic approach ranging
from narrative to work that is more
conceptual. In either case, Neil
frequently draws inspiration from
nature and finds block printing to be a
fitting medium to convey the organic
character of the natural world.

The exhibit runs from August 4 - October 27 to coincide with the Amherst Art Walk.
Receptions will be held on August 4, September 1 and October 6 from 5:00 - 8:00
pm. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Thursday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, and Friday and Sunday
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

Have you ever noticed
the tiny "BOX TOP$ for
EDUCATION" labels on
packaged foods, Hefty
Bags, Scott and other
products? Please take a
few moments to cut out
these labels, bring them
to the JCA and place
in the box next to the
office.

These labels are worth
money for the JCA
school! We earn a
few hundred dollars
each year by collecting
these labels! Thanks in
advance for your help.
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Judaica Store

One of the Tikkun Olam Committee’s responsibilities is to allocate JCA Tzedakah
funds to worthy organizations. Tzedakah funds come from two sources: the annual
JCA budget, and donations made specifically to Tzedakah by members throughout
the year. Usually the funds are allocated to local, national and international
organizations. The committee aims to donate money to organizations that embody
our Jewish values, emphasizing the basic needs of the poor and hungry, as well as
issues of social and environmental justice and brotherhood.

This past year funds from the JCA budget were limited because of the fiscal
crisis, and the committee decided to allocate only to local organizations. We
selected organizations with which members of the JCA community have on-going
relationships as volunteers. We were also very conscious this year of the opioid
crisis in Hampshire County. In the next budget cycle, the Tzedakah allocation will be
larger and we anticipate returning to donating to local, national and international
organizations. This year funds were donated to: Not Bread Alone; Craig’s Doors;
Amherst Survival Center; Tapestry Health; and Horizons for the Homeless.

Please save the dates for the Connecticut River Watershed Council’s Source to Sea
Cleanup on September 24, and UMASS Hillel’s Ride to Provide on October 16.

A Compassionate
Community
The Chesed Committee
assists JCA members
in times of joy, sorrow,
and need, coordinating
volunteers to help
with meals, rides,
errands, visits, shiva
minyans, etc. We also
welcome babies to the
community.

Please let us know if
you, someone in your
family, or someone in
the community is ill,
hospitalized, or in need
of assistance. We can’t
help if we don’t know.
Contact the Chesed
Committee by email at
jcachesed@gmail.com
or by calling the office
at (413) 256-0160 or by
contacting a committee
member (current
members are listed on
the website).

We encourage you
to be a part of the
JCA’s growth as
a compassionate
community. New
committee members
are welcome at any time
to participate in this
mitzvah.

Chesed Committee

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate
support to others in the community. And thanks, again, to everyone who has
made a meal, provided a ride, lent a sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of
companionship, or performed other acts of chesed (loving kindness).

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Tikkun Olam Committee

Are you willing to create an excel spreadsheet for inventory for the Judaica Store?
Hadar Grabel really needs some support with this task. Also, volunteers are needed
to do some selling once or twice per month, for an hour or so.  If you are willing to
sign up for a slot, please contact Hadar at 413-253-0597 or hgrabel@uhs.umass.
edu. Thank you.

September 8, Thursday
JCA Open House For New And Prospective Members
5:30 - 6:45 pm
Have a nosh, meet Rabbi Weiner, Principal & Family Education Coordinator, Keren
Rhodes, and members of the board, and learn about ways to be involved at JCA.
For more information, email membership@j-c-a.org or call Tobi Sznajderman
413-549-1795.

Membership Committee
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Cemetery Fund
In honor of Rabbi Weiner, thank you.

(Barbara, Adam & David Berlin)

Chesed Fund
In honor of Kenneth Schoen

(Rebecca Schoen)
In loving memory of Pearl Hellman Levine,

Mother of Elinor Levine.  May her memory
be for a blessing (Elinor Levine)

General Fund
In memory of Batya Katz-Gladstone and in

honor of Shoshana Gladstone from her
Cooley Dickinson PHO Team
(Kate Banigan White, Samantha Topor,
Johanna Kasidi, Kristina Sears & Ginny
Fuhringer)

In honor of the Shabbat Band
(Jaymie & Michael Chernoff)

In honor of Jonathan Souweine’s Yahrzeit
(Jaymie & Michael Chernoff)

In honor of Larry Fine’s distinguished career
at Mt Holyoke College
(Jaymie & Michael Chernoff)

In memory of my mother, Maralin Weinberg
(Barbara Burkart)

In honor of Elsie Fetterman’s 89th birthday,
“Happy Birthday”
(Vera & Lawrence Wishnow)

In honor of Amy Rothenberg & Paul Herscu’s
30th anniversary (Kitty & Ken Talan)

In honor of Judith Souweine on the bar
mitzvah of her grandson (Jesse Souweine)

In memory of my husband Herman Janoff’s
Yahrzeit (Irene Janoff)

In gratitude to Arnie Alper for his
acknowledgement of Administrative
Professionals Day
(Ann, Misha, Susan & Keren)

In memory of our son Adam Wishnow
(Vera & Lawrence Wishnow)

In memory of Batya Gladstone (Ellen Ratner)
In honor of the 70th Wedding Anniversary of

Jeanne & Robert Potash
(Caden & Lewis Mainzer)

In memory of Normand Berlin
(Caden & Lewis Mainzer)

In memory of Alex Chajes
(Caden & Lewis Mainzer

Guidebook
Sincere Thanks to our Community for your

many acts of loving kindness (gemilut
hasadim) from the Chesed Committee

Prayerbook Fund
In honor of the memory of my father, Irving

Feldman (Allan Feldman)
In honor of Patience & Aaron Bousel

(Reed & Arnie Alper)
In honor of the Anniversary of Rabbi Ben

Weiner & Elise Barber
(Aunt Barbara & Uncle Marty Winn)

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In honor of the people who do the garden

(Jaymie & Michael Chernoff)
With deepest appreciation for Ben’s Bar

Mitzvah
(Rachel Schwab Rehorka & Gary Rehorka)

Summer Camp Fund
Sara Schley & Joe Laur
Laura Quilter & Michele Markstein

Thank you to the Rehorka Family for the
donation of two beautiful Hydrangea plants
in honor of Ben’s Bar Mitzvah.

Donations to the JCA

Condolences:
We offer our sympathy
and heartfelt
condolences to the
families and friends of
those who have recently
died:

Oresto Sinapi, father of
Linda Sinapi

Mort Shulman, father of
Rebecca Aronson
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In the Valley

B’Shalom Chorale
The B’Shalom Chorale of the Berkshires will present a concert of Jewish choral music
at 7 pm on Wednesday, August 10 at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 State Road,
Great Barrington. Admission is $15.

The B’Shalom Chorale is conducted by Jack Brown and accompanied by Joe Rose,
both highly regarded in the Berkshires. Special guest artist will be clarinetist, Paul
Green!

The music for this concert ranges from works by classical composers such as
Salamone Rossi to contemporary composers.

For more information, contact Cantor Emily Sleeper Mekler at 413-531-8706 or
BShalomChorale@gmail.com.

Funded by the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, The Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, the New York Community Trust, the Great Barrington
Cultural Council and private contributors.

Shabbat Shabloom
Fridays at 10:00 am on August 5, 12, 19, 26 at Abundance Farm in Northampton.
End the week with a joyful morning of music and movement with Felicia Sloin and
Amy Meltzer - especially for ages 0-5. Tour the farm, sample what’s in season, and
take flowers home for Shabbat. First visit free, suggested donation of $5/family
thereafter. All are welcome. Abundance Farm is located at Congregation B’nai Israel,
253 Prospect Street in Northampton, across the street from the YMCA. For more
information, contact Amy@abundancefarm.org or join the Shabbat Shabloom!
facebook group.

Mak’hela Open Rehearsal
Tuesday, September 6, 7:30 - 9:30 pm
If you like to sing, come give it a try! Everyone is welcome. For more information,
please contact Bonnie at bpmikesh@comcast.net, or at 413-567-3927
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

School Principal & Family Education Coordinator:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator:
 Cara Michelle Silverberg (cara@j-c-a.org)

Board of Directors
President:  Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
First Vice President: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)
Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (rbsolosko@verizon.net)
Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)

 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
Clerk: Sarah Thomson (allset22@verizon.net)
Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,

 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, Amy Kroin,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA
Guidebook.

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)
Financical Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)
Administrative Assistants: Misha Heij Mariano (edassist@j-c-a.org)

To be determined (adminassist@j-c-a.org
Kitchen Coordinator: Lauren Smith
Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman

Office Hours:
 Tuesday to Friday: 10:30 am – 4:00 pm
 Wednesday: 4:00 – 6:00 pm & Sunday: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm when
 JCA School is in session

Kolot — JCA Voices

August 2016

Editor/Graphic Designer
Aaron Bousel
413-253-3544
fax: 413-253-3846
news@j-c-a.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions
may be found at:
http://j-c-a.org/news/

Deadline for the September
issue is August 12th.

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books
by JCA members

and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot

and many lovely gi   items.

You can shop whenever
the offi  ce is open

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588
info@j-c-a.org | www.j-c-a.org

Affiliated with the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities



“How wonderful it is that nobody need
wait a single moment before starting to
improve the world.”

Anne Frank
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