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Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

Dear JCA,

On a recent Shabbat morning, I began my sermon with 
a confession, which I’ll share with you here, as well. 

I’ve never been particularly comfortable using the pulpit 
(in so far as the podium I speak from in our sanctuary can 
be called a pulpit) to address matters of contemporary 
social relevance, particularly what goes under the heading 
of political issues. You probably have some familiarity with 
my style by now, after all these years. I like clever readings 
of text, literary stylization, existentialist spirituality…but I 
feel my voice is uncertain when it comes to saying: this, as 

Jews, is what we should be concerned about, and this is what we should do.

Of course, saying all this was a preface to the contemporary issue I want to speak 
about—something I think we should be concerned about as Jews, and should 
address.  And it’s a classic Jewish thing to be concerned about: anti-Semitism.

I am not an alarmist when it comes to anti-Jewish sentiment and activity. In my 
time here, there have been a handful of very low-grade incidents—something spray 
painted up in town or a rambling message left after hours on our voicemail. I have 
chosen in these circumstances not to give the perpetrator the attention they are 
seeking.

But I am increasingly concerned by the rise of what I perceive as vociferous anti-
Jewish rhetoric on the larger stage of contemporary politics, both from the left and 
the right sides of the spectrum. Both manifestations are worthy of our attention, 
though I believe them to be of different natures, and therefore necessitating 
different strategies of response.

From the left side, we are tasked with the challenge of untangling legitimate 
criticism of the State of Israel—points of view that many of the progressives 
among us actually share to some extent—from the pernicious double-standards, 
stereotypes, denials of our historical experience, and delegitimization that are 
becoming increasingly mainstream in these critiques. Here, the situation calls for 
the discernment to separate one from the other, and the courage to call the bigotry 
out for what it is.

But I am more concerned by what I see coming from the rightward side, though it is 
far simpler in nature. We should be under no illusions that the disgusting racist and 
xenophobic thrust of the present political campaign won’t touch upon us as well. In 
fact, it already has, whether in the refusal to disavow endorsement from the KKK or 
the hatefulness poured out on Jewish reporters. Here, the task is to take it seriously, 
and to take a stand, if not against the candidate himself than against what he is 
allowing our country to become. 

 b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@j-c-a.
org, or through the JCA 
office, if you would like 
a visit.

Photo: Joseph Kushick
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Programs and Events Calendar

June 5, Sunday
SEMI�ANNUAL MEETING
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
This is a great opportunity for the community to hear an update on JCA; 
learn about and approve the budget for the new fiscal year beginning on
July 1; vote on some bylaw changes; enjoy listening to an overview of the 
first year of the new educational model; and, of course, shmooze with old 
and new friends. Come at 9:30 am for coffee and bagels!

June 8, Wednesday
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm
Lunch and Learn continues its investigation of Halakha, the tradition 
of Jewish law. We have been studying the laws and customs relating to 
tzedakah, working out of a 19th century text called the Kitzur Shulkhan 
Aruch. The discussion has helped us gain a better understanding of the 
mitzvah of tzedakah, (charity, though the word literally means justice), what 
it meant in the past and how we can apply it to our lives today. If you have 
not already attended, it is never too late. You can come and go as you’re 
able, and drop-ins are always welcome. Please remember that JCA kashrut 
rules allow only for dairy and pareve foods inside the building—no meat! 

June 9, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm
This is an ongoing workshop, meeting every other Thursday, for 
instrumentalists who are interested in learning how to play Klezmer music. 
Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit Klezmer 
Ensemble, Little Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style in a 
fun, relaxed setting. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

Mark your calendars for community activities, programs, study opportunities, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for information on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

June 9, Thursday
ADULT READING GROUP
7:30 pm
Come join us as we discuss The Betrayers by David Bezmozgis - winner of the  
National Jewish Book Award. A NY Times reviewer wrote: “I consumed David  
Bezmozgis’s third book (and second novel) The Betrayers - about an ex-Soviet 
Israeli politician who encounters the man who betrayed him to the K.G.B. 
decades before… (You know something special is happening when you plan to 
knock off for the day once you hit the next chapter break, and then sail past 
it.) This is a testament not to the simplicity of the work but to the exceptional 
skill and effort with which its author has constructed the narrative.” It is in 
paperback and of course available through a library or Kindle. Our discussions 
are lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper appreciation of 
the book you have read; new participants are always welcome! Any questions, 
please call Ken Talan, 253-2248.

June 15, Wednesday 
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

June 22, Wednesday 
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

June 23, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

June 29, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

July 7, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

July 21, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

DAVID BEZMOZGIS
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Our Community

Joining the Jewish 
Community of 
Amherst

If you would like to 
know more about 
becoming a member of 
the JCA, we encourage 
you to get in touch with 
Tobi Sznajderman of the 
Membership Committee 
at membership@j-c-a.
org.  If you are ready 
to receive membership 
application materials, 
please contact the JCA 
Office at 413-256-0160 
or admindir@j-c-a.org. 
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News

Many people who 
responded to the 
survey last year said 
they would like our 
newsletter to be 
more personal. So, 
we would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby 
or addition to your 
family, a wedding, an 
award, an achievement, 
public recognition, 
anything significant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month for the 
upcoming newsletter to: 
news@j-c-a.org. 

JCA member, Rabbi Devorah Jacobson, was 
included recently in the group honored by the 
Forward as Inspiring Rabbis 2016. Mazal Tov to 
Devorah from all at JCA! We are pleased to share 
the tribute printed in the Forward, written by 
Marian Broder: 

As Director of Spiritual Life at JGS Lifecare, Rabbi 
Devorah Jacobson supports seniors and their 
families spiritually during difficult transitions of 
aging. She radiates empathy and compassion and 
provides strength and hope. She is responsible 
for the spiritual wellbeing of residents of all faiths 
in longterm skilled nursing and assisted-living 
facilities and also in memory impaired, adult day 

health, home health and hospice programs. She meets with residents individually 
and determines what is important to them, then designs a program addressing 
their needs. She draws on her resources of prayer, conversation, spiritual readings, 
music, singing, guitar, upbeat group activities and holiday celebrations. At Purim, in 
addition to the traditional Megillah reading, she wrote and produced a play starring 
the senior staff in costumes. She offers counseling related to the loss of home, 
independence and physical wellbeing. She helps with end-of-life planning. For 
hospice home care patients, she provides spiritual support. She trains staff in Jewish 
values of caring. She harnesses the energies of trained volunteers and community 
clergy of all faiths to assist her. Devorah Jacobson is truly an inspirational rabbi.

To read more:  http://forward.com/series/rabbis/2016

Rabbi Devorah Jacobson

Welcome to new JCA Members 

We warmly welcome the following people to the JCA community:

Melanie & Jonathan Lewis  South Deerfield, MA

Intergenerational Holocaust Study

The Pepperdine University’s Culture and Trauma Research Lab is conducting a 
study to examine the intergenerational effects of the Holocaust on descendants of 
survivors. They are looking for children or grandchildren to participate in an online 
survey and/or optional in person interview. Participants may be eligible if they are 
18 years of age or older, and if their parent or grandparent emigrated from Germany, 
Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia (formerly known as Czechoslovakia), Austria, 
Hungary or Romania between 1945 -1952. If you have any questions or would like 
more information on the study, please contact our principal investigator, Melissa 
Wasserman Duguay, at Melissa.Duguay@pepperdine.edu or call 818-971-9877.
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Message from JCA President

June 1, Wednesday

Youth & Family 
Education 
7:00 pm

June 2, Thursday

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

June 6, Monday

Fundraising Committee
2:00 pm
Chesed Committee
7:15 pm

June 8, Wednesday

Ritual Life Committee
7:00 pm

June 9, Thursday

Cemetery Committee
5:45 pm

June 10, Friday

Adult Ed Committee
12:15 pm

June 16, Thursday

Executive Meeting
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

July 6, Wednesday

Ritual Life Committee
7:00 pm
Youth & Family 
Education Committee
7:00 pm

What a momentous 6 months this has been! It started 
in despair and has ended in exhilaration. Faced with 

an unexpected and significant budget deficit last fall, the 
community rose to the occasion and under Amy Kroin’s 
spectacular leadership, contributed over $115,000 to our 
Annual Fund Drive. This enabled us to dig ourselves out of 
the hole we were in during calendar year 2015, and tided us 
over into the 6-month transitional budget for the January - 
June period.

We have now confirmed our membership and dues 
commitments for the upcoming July 1 – June 30 new fiscal 
year, and once again, the community has stepped up and 

made a powerful statement about its support for JCA. 300 member units have 
committed over $420,000 in dues for calendar year 2016. This is $50,000 more 
than we have ever collected. Our financial situation looks healthy, and the budget 
we will present to the community at our Semi-Annual meeting on June 5th will be 
comfortably balanced.

Exhorting the community about finances is not my favorite task, but it is essential 
and necessary. It takes money to support excellence, and the maintenance of 
community requires it. I want to thank all of you for the inspiring way you have 
responded to our appeals over the past year. It has been invigorating and energizing.

One of the offshoots of our efforts has been the re-establishment of a Fundraising 
& Development Committee, under Chuck Songer’s very capable leadership, which 
will be working on ways of integrating fundraising activities into our organizational 
culture and budgeting process. Thank you Chuck! Also, a re-established Personnel 
Committee, led by Flo Stern and Jeff Roth-Howe, has undertaken a significant 
overhaul of our Employment Manual and personnel practices. Bob Solosko has 
expanded and strengthened the Building & Grounds Committee as it analyzes and 
makes recommendations on significant capital projects. 

Mara Hahn has taken over the leadership of a reconfigured Youth and Family 
Education Committee, consistent with the vision of our new education model. It 
has been genuinely inspiring to watch this new model take shape and transform the 
educational landscape at the JCA. Cara Silverberg and Keren Rhodes, with support 
from the rabbi and Ann Wetherbee, function as a compelling and synergistic 
leadership team. They have developed a 12-month integrated education program 
that has no analogue in the Valley, and will function as a powerful enticement to 
young families for many years to come.

Finally, Ann Wetherbee has been an amazing gift to us as the Administrative 
Director – kind, sensitive, organized, efficient, thoughtful. She is a great support to 
the board and the rabbi. Her contributions are absolutely critical.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you – we are truly blessed!!!

 b’shalom, Bill Zimmer

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Photo: Halley Gmeiner
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July 7, Thursday

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

July 21, Thursday

Executive Committee
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Committee
7:15 pm

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Mazel Tov to our June B’nai Mitzvah 

Ava and David Greenbaum

David and Ava will be called to the Torah on the occasion of becoming B’nai Mitzvah 
on Saturday, June 18 and will be reading from parashat Naso. They are the son 
and daughter of Joel and Lisa Greenbaum and the grandchildren of Louis and Hilda 
Greenbaum and Raymond and Lillian Montana. David and Ava attend the Williston 
Northampton School and enjoy field hockey, soccer, squash, lacrosse, tennis, and 
reading. They both enjoy speaking French, boating, and swimming. David and Ava 
have attended JCA School for 5 years and enjoy Camp Young Judaea in the summer.

Tal Schmerling

Tal will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, June 25. She will be reading from 
parashat Beha’alotekha. Tal goes to the Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School in 
South Hadley where her primary focus is dance. 
She attended the JCA Hebrew School from sixth 
to seventh grade and has been a camper at 
Camp Shemesh since 2013. She has participated 
in many ventures with Teva Torah, activities with 
JVCorps, and the JCA community. Some of her 
interests include music, dance, hanging out with 
her friends, and reading The Amazing Book Is 
Not on Fire. 

Please Note:

The JCA is not accepting 
donations of books or 
artwork at this time.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Shabbat Beḥukotai, Leviticus 26:3-27:34

June 3, Friday
TOT SHABBAT
5:45 pm in the small sanctuary

June 4, Saturday
SHABBAT YOGA 
9:00 – 10:00 am in the social hall
Teachers: Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Catherine Madsen
D’var Torah: Jane Trigère

RENEWAL SERVICE 
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

Shabbat Bemidbar, Numbers 1:1-4:20

June 10, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

June 11, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shavuot

June 11, Saturday
TIKKUN LEYL SHAVUOT
7:30 pm
Shavuot celebrates the giving of Torah at Mount Sinai. In anticipation of this 
celebration the custom of staying awake and learning for part of, or all of, the 
night before has become increasingly popular in recent years. Please join us for 
an evening of teaching and refreshment. Please bring a dairy or pareve dessert 
or snack to share. More information about the evening will be posted on the 
JCA website and sent out in a community email when it becomes available.

Candle Lighting

June 3, 8:04 pm

June 10, 8:09 pm

June 17, 8:12 pm

June 24, 8:13 pm

July 5, 8:13 pm

July 8, 8:11 pm

July 15, 8:07 pm

July 22, 8:01 pm

July 29, 7:54 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset 
for Amherst, MA

Shacharit 
(morning) Minyan

Every Tuesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary.

Meditation Minyan

Every Wednesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary.

Mincha Minyan

Every Thursday at 
5:30 pm in the small 
sanctuary.

wamsssm *1

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a different location is specified.

mp
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June 12, Sunday
SHAVUOT SERVICES �YIZKOR�
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

11:00 am
Shavuot on the mountain (see page12)

Shabbat Naso, Numbers 4:21-7:89

June 17, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Rabbi Weiner and the Shabbat Band

June 18, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am 
B’nai Mitzvah: Ava and David Greenbaum
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Ava and David Greenbaum

Shabbat Beha’alotekha, Numbers 8:1-12:16

June 24, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

June 25, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am
Bar Mitzvah: Tal Schmerling
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Tal Schmerling

Shabbat Shelaḥ Lekha, Numbers 13:1-15:41

July 1, Friday
NO SERVICES THIS EVENING
Tot Shabbat will resume in September

July 2, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be anounced

D’var Torah: To be announced

Yom Yerushalayim

June 5, Sunday

Rosh Ḥodesh Sivan

June 7, Tuesday

Shavuot

June 12, Sunday

Rosh Ḥodesh Tammuz

July 6/7
Wednesday/Thursday

Shiva’ah Asar 
B’Tammuz

July 24, Sunday

On this date in 70 C.E., 
the Roman army broke 
through the walls of 
Jerusalem. Three weeks 
later, on the 9th of Av, 
the Second Temple was 
destroyed. For those 
who observe it, this is 
a minor fast day with 
fasting beginning at 
dawn and lasting until 
dark. Because this year 
the 17th of Tammuz falls 
on Shabbat, the fast is 
delayed until the 18th of 
Tammuz.

Check the JCA website 
at: www.j-c-a.org/
services.html for 
updated information on 
services.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Kolot — JCA Voices I June/July 2016 I page 9

http://www.j-c-a.org/services.html


Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shabbat Koraḥ, Numbers 16:1-18:32

July 8, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
We will welcome visiting Pakistani students.
Service Leader: To be announced

July 9, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Ḥukkat, Numbers 19:1-22:1

July 15, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leaders: Diana Brewer and the Shabbat Band

July 16, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Balak, Numbers 22:2-25:9

July 22, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced

July 23, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Shabbat Pinḥas, Numbers 25:10-30:1

July 29, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced

Pakistani Students to 
Visit JCA July 8

A group of students 
who are visiting the 
US from Pakistan will 
be our guests at our 
Friday evening Shabbat 
service. The program for 
the students, now in its 
sixth year, is run through 
UMass and each year 
the students have come 
to a Friday evening 
service at the JCA. Those 
who have participated 
in past years know that 
this is a very special 
evening. The students 
are extremely interested 
in learning about us, and 
there is always much to 
learn from them as well. 
We encourage you to 
attend this service and 
to meet and talk with 
the students following 
the service.

■�
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July 30, Saturday
SHABBAT SERVICES
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced
D’var Torah: To be announced

Thank You

The Ritual Life committee would like to thank those who have given their time and 
expertise in service to the ritual life of the community:

Recent Torah readers: Arnie Alper, Aaron Bousel, Sam Gladstone, Elissa Rubinstein, 
Yosef Rumshiskiy, Rabbi Weiner

Lay service leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley, Anna Sobel

D’var Torah givers: Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Benjamin Rehorka

Musicians: Shabbat Band, Brian Bender, Diana Brewer, Aaron Bousel, Richie Davis, 
Rabbi Weiner

Torah Reading

If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to schedule a time to read, 
please contact: Aaron Bousel at  abousel@comcast.net. If you would like to learn 
to read Torah, would like help choosing or preparing a reading, or would like to 
schedule a reading for a month when there is no designated coordinator, please 
contact Batya Perman, 549-4853. 

Chemical Sensitivities
A number of our members have allergies to perfumes, colognes and other 
fragrances. Please try to minimize the use of these products when coming to the 
JCA. Thank you.

 

Services in July
Rabbi Weiner will be on vacation during the month of July. We will need people to 
lead services and to give divrei torah. If you would like to lead a Friday evening or 
Saturday morning service, either the whole service or just part of it, please contact 
Gordon Freed at gofreed@gmail.com or 256-0355. If you would like to give a d’var 
torah, please contact Aaron Bousel at abousel@comcast.net or 253-3544, or any 
other member of the Ritual Life Committee.

Kiddush & Oneg 
Sponsors

If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
Kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administrative Director, 
at admindir@j-c-a.org

June 17

Judy and Allen Davis, in 
honor of our grandson 
Asher’s Bar Mitzvah, and 
in gratitude to the JCA 
community for its love 
and support.

June 18

The Greenbaum family, 
in honor of their 
daughter and son, Ava 
and David becoming 
B’nai Mitzvah

June 25

The Schmerling family, 
in honor of their 
daughter Tal becoming 
Bat Mitzvah

Thank you to our 
kiddush sponsors for 
May:

May 7

Patience & Aaron 
Bousel, in honor of their 
daughter Rebecca’s 
graduation from UMass.

May 28

The Schwab/Rehorka 
family, in honor of their 
son Benjamin becoming 
Bar Mitzvah.

Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)
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Education

Dear Community,

This has been a year of transition and change. The new leadership of the education 
team is full of enthusiasm and creativity. Keren Rhodes and Cara Silverberg are striving 
to create a cohesive and comprehensive learning experience for the children of our 
community. We are so very fortunate to have them at the helm.

Now it is our turn to show up. The JCA Semi-Annual meeting will be held on Sunday 
June 5. At this meeting, we will discuss and (hopefully) approve the new budget as well 
as address many issues the JCA is currently facing. I am writing to ask you to attend this 
meeting to represent the school community to the larger JCA community.  

As I have become more involved in the JCA, I have been struck by the lack of presence 
of the school community at the annual meetings. I know it is hard to juggle various 
activities and the pull of family on precious weekend time. These meetings occur semi-
annually and this is our chance to voice our concerns and become aware of the issues 
facing our community. 

I hope you will mark this on your calendars and make an effort to attend. We will be 
providing childcare and activities for older children to facilitate greater attendance. 

I look forward to seeing you there.

 b’shalom, Mara Hahn
 Chair, Youth and Family Education Committee 

School Registration
Please register for JCA School 2016-17 through the school page of our website: 
j.c.a.org/education.html

School Fundraising
JCA School raised $127.47 this year for Tzedakah! We will be donating this to Israel 
Guide Dog Center for the Blind and NEADS (Dogs for Deaf and Disabled Americans). 
Thanks for contributing!

Mitzvah Day
We had a wonderful turnout for our thank you breakfast and Mitzvah Day on May 
1. It was great to gather in community, share appreciation for everyone who makes 
school great, and to engage in mitzvah activities together. Thank you for coming! 
See some photos on the next page.

Shavuot on the Mountain
June 12, Sunday at 11:00 am
Learn about the meaning of Shavuot with a community hike up Mount Sugarloaf in 
South Deerfield. (Driving to the top is also an option.) Bring your own picnic lunch 
for your family and a potluck dairy dessert item to share with others. Enjoy age 
appropriate puppetry, storytelling and nature activities. All ages welcome. Meet in 
the Mount Sugarloaf parking lot at 11:00 am. Questions? Contact cara@j-c-a.org.

Calendar

June 3, Friday
Tot Shabbat
5:45 pm

June 11, Saturday

Teen Program
Chai Board Elections
Time to be announced

Camp Shemesh Begins!

June 27 - July 8:
The Artist Within 

July 11 - 22:
Maccabiah & Outdoor 
Adventures - nearly full

July 25 - August 5:
Field, Forest, Farm

Don’t get waitlisted, 
get registered! For 
more information 
and to register, go to 
campshemeshamherst.
weebly.com

Visit www.j-c-a.org/
education.html for 
calendar, news, program 
information, registration, 
and more.
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MITZVAH DAY
2016
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Spotlight on Committees

JCA Hall Gallery

The work of Sarah Belchetz-Swenson will continue to be on display through August 1.

Chesed Committee

Thank You, Volunteers!

The Chesed Committee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In particular, thank you to Ellen Middleton, Robin Diamond, and the many people 
who made meals for the Davis family for preparing and delivering meals to 
members in need; to Barbara Pistrang, Jan Levy, David Piech, and Ellen Middleton 
for rides; to Kitty Talan for visits and to Ellen Middleton and David Piech for helping 
at a funeral.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathetic ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

A Compassionate 
Community

The Chesed Committee 
assists JCA members 
in times of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordinating 
volunteers to help 
with meals, rides, 
errands, visits, shiva 
minyans, etc. We also 
welcome babies to the 
community.

Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need 
of assistance. We can’t 
help if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Committee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the office 
at (413) 256-0160 or by 
contacting a committee 
member (current 
members are listed on 
the website).

We encourage you 
to be a part of the 
JCA’s growth as 
a compassionate 
community. New 
committee members 
are welcome at any time 
to participate in this 
mitzvah.

Adult Education Committee

Fall 2016 Preview
The fall schedule of Adult Education programs is looking fabulous.  Stay tuned for 
information on these and other programs that will be offered.

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Weiner

Conversational Hebrew with Henny Lewin

Israeli Archaeology with Michael Sugerman

Feminism and Jewish Orthodoxy – a panel discussion

Understanding Kabbalat Shabbat with Larry Fine

Holocaust Literature with Murray Schwartz

Jewish Folktales with Ilan Stavens

Tikkun Olam

Shavuot Fruit Collection
In late May and in June, in the spirit of bringing Bikkurim (First Fruits) on Shavuot, 
we ask for your donations to the annual JCA Shavuot Fruit Collection. The items 
collected, greatly appreciated but rarely contributed in food collections, will be 
distributed by the Survival Center to those in need in our community. Please place 
your non-perishable donations in the boxes as you enter the JCA. Thank you!

Suggestions:  cans & jars of fruit, fruit juice, dried fruit, jam, jelly & fruit snacks
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Tikkun Olam (continued)

Syria
This is an update on the situation in Syria following our very successful fundraiser, 
Soup for Syria. The news is not good. There is no cease-fire in Aleppo, Syria’s largest 
city. Hospitals are being bombed and doctors, including a pediatrician, are being 
intentionally murdered. These aerial bombardments are being carried out by 
Assad’s government, and while there are a plethora of groups, including ISIS and Al-
Nusra, who are also committing heinous crimes against Syria’s civilian population, 
the Syrian government is responsible for the carnage in Aleppo. 

Here are some proposed actions from The Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) 
that the JCA community could take to address this dire situation: 

• Call, write to, or meet with your Member of Congress. Tell them to reach 
out to the U.S. administration immediately

• Write a letter to the local newspaper
• Raise awareness through social media

For more information including links and templates for letters and calls, please 
contact SAMS at http://tinyurl.com/sams-foundation

Pride March
A stalwart group of JCA members marched together through the rain in the Pride 
March on May 7th.  We were proud to be representing the JCA in solidarity with the 
LGBT community. 

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

JCA Food Drive

CONGRATULATIONS!!! to 
those who helped make 
our 2016 annual JCA 
food/money collection at 
the Stop & Shop the most 
productive in 11 years! 

3,232 pounds of food and 
personal care items and 
$598 were collected and 
delivered to the Amherst 
Survival Center to help 
stock the Food Pantry for 
distribution to those in 
need.

Many thanks to 
volunteers: Aaron Bousel, 
Danielle Kadinoff, Hill 
Boss, Irene Eigner, Esther 
Mercer, Kitty Talan, Judith 
Souweine, Judi Fonsh, 
Hadar Grabel, Hollie 
Kalkstein, Harry, Mara, 
Levi and Eden Hahn, 
Jeffrey and Raquel Mazur, 
Judith Finman, Charlotte 
Schwab, Amy Mittelman, 
Susan Zarchin, Robin 
Diamond, Hannah Blau, 
Joan Schmidt, and Fay 
Zipkowitz.
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Adult Ed
In memory of Evie & Leo Schwarz

Jane & Peter Stein)

Aaron Bousel

Richard Cohen

Sallie Deans Lake

Bonnie Diamond

Nicole Doerr

Yaffa Gunner

Myles Jacobson

Eli Kwartler

Janis Levy

Jonathan Lewis

Sandra Mandel

Ellen Middleton

Noa Milman

Jessica Parker

Barbara Pistrang

Joan Rabin

Linda Reif

Joan Saperstan

Ken Schoen

Rivka Solomon

Chuck Songer

Connie Songer

Suzanne Spencer

Renee Spring

Joan Temkin

Linda Terry

James Wald

Janis Wolkenbreit

Chesed Fund
In gratitude for shiva for Harriet Brooks 

(Betsy Brooks & John Machta)

General Fund
In honor of Larry Fine’s retirement

(Kitty & Ken Talan)

In memory of Lewis Hecht & Ruth Hecht 
(Marilyn & Jeffrey Blaustein)

In memory of Rose Waldstreicher Solomon 
and Ruth Andelman Lubinsky
(Marian & Leonard Lubinsky)

For Yom Tovim (Mark Phillips)

In memory of Normand Berlin
(Ann & Irving Schoenberg)

In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Ava Julia and 
David Allen Greenbaum
(Jackie Wolf & Barry Levy)

In memory of Batya Katz-Gladstone
(Barbara & Michael Burkart)

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In gratitude for Rabbi Weiner leading Shiva 

for Harriet Brooks
(Betsy Brooks & John Machta)

In honor of Austin Cohen passing the NY Bar 
exam (Lori Holder Webb & Jeffrey Cohen)

In honor of Jeanne & Robert Potash’s 70th 
Wedding Anniversary (Anonymous)

Valley Gives Day
In recognition of our dedicated office staff! 

(Rachael & Molly Goren-Watts)

Rachel Schwab Rehorka & Gary Rehorka

Jen & Brad Turner

Diana & Sara Brewer

Beth Eisenberg & Paula Gottlieb

Phyllis & Hans Herda

Joy Ladin

Lisa Pack & Michael Kerschenbaum

Judith Souweine

Emily Bloch

Jessica & Eric Wilkinson 

Robin & Morton Harmatz

Dorothy & Robert Pam

David Sharken

Amy Kroin & Robert Radin

Robin & Ted Diamond

Debra & Steven Ellis

In honor of Ann Wetherbee and her 
outstanding work for JCA (Janis Levy)

Elissa & Bernard Rubinstein

Cara Silverberg

In gratitude for Musical Shabbat!
(Elizabeth & Ted Trobaugh)

In honor of Ann Wetherbee!
(Donna Baron & Steven Silvern)

Anonymous

In honor of the JCA educational team 
(Amanda Walling & Boris Wolfson)

Ellen Grobman

Pearl-Anne & Nathan Margalit

Anna Sobel & Brian Bender

Randi Stein

In honor of a community that has really 
stepped up to the plate!
(Marsha & Bill Zimmer)

Mila & Woody Sherman

Donations to the JCA

Condolences:

We offer our sympathy 
and heartfelt 
condolences to the 
families and friends of 
those who have recently 
died:

Batya Katz-Gladstone, 
wife of Avi, mother of 
Miriam and Shoshana, 
and grandmother of 
Eliana and Beth
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In the Valley

Have You Heard About ION?

Interfaith Opportunities Network – ION is a lay interfaith network that strengthens 
communication among participating religious congregations for education and 
collaboration. All religious congregations in the Amherst area were invited to join 
ten years ago and today it has 16 active participants including the JCA. The group 
meets monthly on the first Wednesday in one of its members’ buildings. A recent 
decision was made to include at least 2 members from each congregation. This is an 
invitation to you to volunteer to join this very friendly group of men and women to 
promote interfaith networking. Our website is www.interfaithamherst.org for more 
information and/or feel free to contact Rabbi Weiner (265-0160) or Frieda Howards 
(253-9704) or Judy Glaser (253-9607)

Looking For Home or Apartment To Rent In Summer

Retired schoolteachers seek a June/July rental close to Amherst. We are a 
nonsmoking, responsible couple coming to babysit our grandson for the summer 
with the help of our two mature dogs. We are happy to cat-sit and/or do plant and 
home care; our dogs live with cats, and have no issues. Please contact JCA member 
Shemariah Blum-Evitts at shemabe@hotmail.com

RRC / Jewish Reconstructionist Communities 

A COMMUNITY HEVRAH OF ADULT JEWISH LEARNERS
July 20 – 24, at Capital Camps, Waynesboro, PA

For the second year in a row, RRC / Jewish Reconstructionist Communities has 
partnered with TriBraining (a not-for-profit educational foundation) and Capital 
Camps to create Hevreh — a summer retreat for adult Jewish learning.

Hevreh is a summer retreat for adults who want to broaden their Jewish experience 
through study, prayer, spiritual renewal and growth with leading Jewish scholars 
from around the country, including RRC professors Rabbi Jacob Staub, Ph.D. and 
Rabbi David Teutsch, Ph.D.

Participants will:

• Study with master teachers of Judaica
• Reflect and rejuvenate
• Pray, sing, and dance
• Reconnect with friends and make new ones
• Encounter nature
• Celebrate Shabbat

We hope you can join us. For more information about the camp site and location, 
teachers and classes, visit www.hevreh.net.
Registration: https://hevreh.wufoo.com/forms/rx06che17e43za/
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)
 Rabbi David Dunn Bauer (2003 – 2010)
 Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg (1989 – 2002)
 Rabbi Emeritus Yechiael Lander

School Principal & Family Programs Coordinator:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator:
 Cara Michelle Silverberg (cara@j-c-a.org)

Board of Directors

 President:  Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)

 First Vice President: Janis Levy (janisrlevy@gmail.com)

 Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (rbsolosko@verizon.net)

 Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)

 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)

 Clerk: Sarah Thomson (allset22@verizon.net)

 Members at Large: Barbara Schaffer Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, Amy Kroin,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further information 
and a full description of committees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)

Finance Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)

Education Administrative Assistant: Misha Heij Mariano (edassist@j-c-a.org)

Administrative Assistant: To be determined

Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

Office Hours:

 Tuesday to Friday: 10:30 am – 4:00 pm

 Wednesday: 4:00 – 6:00 pm & Sunday: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm when
 JCA School is in session

Kolot — JCA Voices

June/July 2016 

Editor/Graphic Designer
Aaron Bousel
413-253-3544
fax: 413-253-3846
news@j-c-a.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous editions 
may be found at:
http://j-c-a.org/news/

Deadline for the August issue is 
July 12th.

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members

and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot

and many lovely gift items.

You can shop whenever
the office is open

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588 
info@j-c-a.org | www.j-c-a.org

Affiliated with the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities

;ca
M Jewish Community of Amherst
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