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Devarim: Words from Our Rabbi

Dear JCA,

As some of you know, since Jody Rosenbloom’s re  rement 
last spring, I’ve engineered a shi   in my workload such 

that I now spend a considerable number of my weekly 
hours focusing on youth educa  on and programming. 
Thank goodness I don’t have to do this alone. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to work with Keren Rhodes, our school 
principal, and Cara Silverberg, our youth programs director, 
two talented and visionary young educators. My only 
complaint about them is that I some  mes have trouble 
keeping up with the sheer number of great ideas they can 

generate in the course of a mee  ng. We should all have such troubles! 

We have been ably supported by the JCA’s board, par  culary by Bill Zimmer, and 
are now pleased to welcome Ann Wetherbee, our new administra  ve director, as 
an ac  ve part of the educa  on team, with par  cular responsibili  es for overseeing 
logis  cal issues. We have also par  cipated with lay leadership in unifi ca  on 
and restructuring of the Educa  on and School commi  ees, and I appreciate the 
leadership that Mara Hahn has shown in this ini  a  ve. 

I have decided to make the youth and family experience the major focus of my 
next phase of work at the JCA, for a variety of reasons. Firstly, this part of Jewish 
communal life is very close to my heart. Before I ever dreamed of being a rabbi (but 
not before my mother dreamed of my being a rabbi…) I taught Hebrew school, and 
developed a unique prac  ce tutoring kids (mostly boys) who had been kicked out of 
Hebrew school—my li  le “incorrigibles”, as I called them. It was through this kind of 
teaching that I discovered my passion for transmi   ng Jewish tradi  on, par  cularly 
in the unique ways I could discover to reach people who did not consider 
themselves interested in receiving this gi  . This was, in a sense, my proving ground 
for the rabbinate.

In addi  on, in the course of my  me here, I have been struck by the way the JCA 
o  en seems to be a bifurcated community, with an older genera  on that regularly 
a  ends services and a  ends to community business, and a younger genera  on 
whose rela  onship to the community is more tenuous and whose points of contact 
are mostly in the form of kid-and-family specifi c ac  vi  es, like Hebrew School. It is 
my goal to break down this division, and I see our new educa  on ini  a  ves as the 
primary means through which this will be accomplished.

An early example: we have been making a push to get more Hebrew School 
families to a  end services, and, as part of this, I decided to issue a special invita  on 
to Shabbat Ne’imah, our monthly “musical service.” At the last of these, I was 
heartened to see so many young children present. At one point, a young adult 
formed a few of them into a line, and, hand-in-hand, they danced together around 
the sanctuary, as their elders sang, clapped, and kvelled. This is what we are a  er. 
May we go from strength to strength. 

 b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@j-c-a.
org, or through the JCA 
offi  ce, if you would like 
a visit.

Photo: Joseph Kushick

mailto:rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org
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Programs and Events Calendar

February 3, Wednesday
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm
Now in its 4th year, we are con  nuing our inves  ga  on of Halakha or 
the tradi  on of Jewish law. If you have not already become part of this 
meaningful, fun, and oddly exhilara  ng explora  on, it is never too late. 
You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome. The 
goal is to hold sessions that are sa  sfying to all comers. Whether you are 
a regular or just trying it out, we spend a good por  on of each mee  ng 
bringing each other up to speed. Please remember that JCA kashrut rules 
allow only for dairy and pareve foods inside the building – no meat!

February 3, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW 
5:45 – 7:15 pm
Adult Educa  on class. Pre-registra  on required. (see page 12)

February 4, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm
This is an ongoing workshop, mee  ng every other Thursday, for 
instrumentalists who are interested in learning how to play Klezmer music. 
Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit Klezmer 
Ensemble, Li  le Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style in a 
fun, relaxed se   ng. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

February 6, Saturday
POETRY: SHARING THE MUSE
7:30 pm
Join us for our second JCA poetry gathering. You are invited to read a 
poem, either original or wri  en by someone else. If you are a poet, a lover 
of poetry, published or in the Emily Dickinson mode of tucking your work 
in the desk drawer, please share your poems with us. Jewish themes are 
par  cularly welcome. We’d love to pack the house, so those who like to be 
read to, groupies of our writers, and those just looking for a Saturday night 
out, come to the JCA for this wonderful event. Please bring a dessert to 
share.

Mark your calendars for community ac  vi  es, programs, study opportuni  es, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for informa  on on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

February 7, Sunday
GIRLS IN TROUBLE
2:00 – 4:00 pm
Adult Educa  on Class (see page 12)

February 10, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

February 10, Wednesday
ADVANCED BEGINNER MODERN HEBREW 
5:45 – 7:15 pm
Adult Educa  on class. Pre-registra  on required. (see page 12)

February 17, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

February 18, Thursday 
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

February 21, Sunday
GIRLS IN TROUBLE
10:00 – 11:45 am
Adult Educa  on Class (see page 12)

February 24, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

February 28, Sunday
THE BDS MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 
2:00 pm
The World Jewish Concerns Commi  ee is sponsoring a speaker and discussion 
at JCA on the Boyco  , Divestment and Sanc  ons (BDS) movement in the United 
States. Is it an  -Semi  c? Is their cause legi  mate? Does BDS delegi  mize the 
exis  ng Jewish and democra  c State of Israel? Fred Lazin, Visi  ng Scholar from 
the Taub Center for Israel Studies, will address these and other topics. A ques  on 
and answer period will follow the talk. Light refreshments will be served.

Photo: Judy Raiff a

Fred Lazin
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

Upcoming Programs and Events

March 12, Saturday
6TH ANNUAL BORSCHT BELT COMEDY NIGHT
7:00 pm
A priest, a rabbi, and a minister walk into a bar… What’s this? A joke? Come to 
this great JCA event and fi nd out. Eat borscht, bring your jokes and your po  y 
mouth. No kids under 18 but you can act like one. All jokes should be under 3 
minutes. If you are par  cularly sensi  ve to being off ended - this may not be for 
you. Suggested dona  on: $10. For more informa  on contact Oran Kaufman at 
413-256-1575 or oran@orankaufman.com

April 7, Thursday
JCA ADULT READING GROUP
7:30 pm
Come join us for our third mee  ng of the year to be held in the JCA library. 
We will be discussing a mystery fi c  on book; a bit lighter than our usual 
fare but reports are that it is very interes  ng. The book is The Ritual Bath by 
Faye Kellerman. It is in paperback and available through a library or Kindle. 
Our discussions are lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper 
apprecia  on of the book you have read. New par  cipants are welcome!
Any ques  ons, please call Ken Talan at 413-253-2248

Request for Images for the Kolot Photo Library
As part of the new design for Kolot – JCA Voices, we would like to build a digital 
photo library that we can call on for edi  ons of our newsle  er throughout the 
year. 

We are interested in photos, both personal and ar  s  c, you may have taken 
of folks at JCA programs or events, or of special  mes of the year, holidays, 
celebra  ons, study sessions, valley visuals – whatever you think would be 
interes  ng or fun to help personalize our community publica  on and make it 
more visually appealing. 

We will credit your photos whenever we use them, so don’t forget to give us 
your contact details.  Please send jpegs up to 1MB in size to: news@j-c-a.org

Photo: Janis Levy

mailto:oran@orankaufman.com
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
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Message from JCA President

February 3
Wednesday

Ritual Life Commi  ee 
7:00 pm

Youth & Family 
Educa  on Commi  ee
7:00 pm

February 4
Thursday

Board Mee  ng
7:00 pm

February 5
Friday

Adult Educa  on 
Commi  ee
12:00 pm

February 11
Thursday

Cemetery Commi  ee 
5:45 pm

February 18
Thursday

Execu  ve Commi  ee 
7:00 pm

Tikkun Olam Commi  ee
7:15 pm

We should all feel good about the way the community 
has responded to our fi nancial crisis, and celebrate 

the generosity so many people showed during this special 
Annual Fund Appeal. We have raised almost $106,000. This 
is $60,000 more than we raised in our annual appeal last 
year - tes  mony to how important this community is to so 
many of us. 

The amount of money raised was extraordinary, as was 
the signifi cant increase in the number of members who 
par  cipated in the drive. Almost 80% of members made a 
contribu  on, up from just below 45% in years past. This is a 

truly inspiring and energizing response from the community and one that provides 
a more solid founda  on for our work in the year ahead. We will be doing some 
recalibra  ng of our Annual Fund Appeal expecta  ons, especially regarding the 
level of par  cipa  on, as we begin to fashion a full year budget to begin July 1. We 
approach this task with renewed confi dence and op  mism.

The second major variable we need to both understand and count on is our Fair 
Share dues system. Membership renewals are coming in at an especially good 
pace. By the  me you read this column, we’ll know precisely how many members 
have sent in dues forms and commitments by the February 1 deadline. One of the 
things we’ll be doing shortly a  er that deadline is asking Ann Wetherbee, our new 
Administra  ve Director, to contact those of you who have either not yet sent back a 
dues form at all, or who have sent back an incomplete dues form. We need to make 
this outreach for a number of reasons: 

• Without a form coming in every year, we have no basis for upda  ng 
membership contact informa  on used for the guidebook and other lists.

• We are commi  ed to analyzing and trying to understand the level of 
compliance with the principles that underlie the Fair Share dues system. If a 
form does not, for example, check off  an income bracket, we have no way of 
interpre  ng the dues commitment in terms of Fair Share expecta  ons. 

• A form that checks off  an income level but commits to an amount that is 
inconsistent with Fair Share expecta  ons for that income level may either 
refl ect lack of understanding of the system’s expecta  ons, or a knowing 
decision to not adhere to those expecta  ons. Which of those it refl ects 
ma  ers to us, as we try to fi ne-tune the system.

There is a process for any member to speak, in confi dence, to Rabbi Weiner 
regarding special circumstances that make compliance with the guidelines 
challenging. We will always respect and honor that process. We expect the 
interac  ons members have with Ann Wetherbee to refl ect the same sensi  vity and 
respect. The purpose of our inquiries is not to be confronta  onal or judgmental; it is 
meant to help us be  er understand the complexi  es of the Fair Share dues system, 
and con  nue a dialogue with the community about its implementa  on.

 b’shalom, Bill Zimmer

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Photo: Halley Gmeiner
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Joining the Jewish 
Community of 
Amherst
If you would like to 
know more about 
becoming a member of 
the JCA, we encourage 
you to get in touch with 
Tobi Sznajderman of the 
Membership Commi  ee 
at membership@j-c-a.
org.  If you are ready 
to receive membership 
applica  on materials, 
please contact the JCA 
Offi  ce at 413-256-0160 
or admindir@j-c-a.org. 
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News
Many people who 
responded to the 
survey last year said 
they would like our 
newsle  er to be 
more personal. So, 
we would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby 
or addi  on to your 
family, a wedding, an 
award, an achievement, 
public recogni  on, 
anything signifi cant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month for the 
upcoming newsle  er to: 
news@j-c-a.org. 

Jackie Rosenbloom & Jeff  Mazur  Amherst

Richard Rubin    Northampton

Barbara Goldin and Josee Goldin Northampton 

Beth Eisenberg & Paula Go  lieb  Cummington

Charlo  e Schwab   Hadley

Welcome to New JCA Members

Our Community

Mazel Tov to Bar Mitzvah Aaron Valitt

Aaron Samuel Vali  , son of Rachel and Robert 
Vigderman of Amherst and Andrew Vali   and Royce 
Cohen of New York City, will be called to the Torah 
on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, 
February 6, the 27th of Shevat 5776. He will read from 
parshat Mishpa  m. Aaron is the brother of Daniel 
Vali  , Spencer Vali  , and Adam Vigderman. He is the 
grandson of Hilda and Louis Greenbaum of Amherst 
and Marion Vali   of Great Neck, NY and Gene Vali   of 
New York City. Aaron has a  ended Lander Grinspoon 
Academy for seven years and JCA School for one year. 
He also went to Camp Shemesh, and this summer will 
be his fi  h year at Berkshire Hills Eisenberg Camp, 

another Jewish summer camp. Aaron’s favorite subjects are social studies and 
reading, and he enjoys baseball and basketball. Some of his mitzvah projects 
include planning a Ḥanukkah party for seniors at Lathrop Community and wri  ng to 
hospitalized children. 

mailto:membership@j-c-a.org
mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes

Shabbat Mishpa  m
Exodus 21:1-24:18 

February 5, Friday
TOT SHABBAT AND SHABBAT B’YACHAD
5:30 pm

February 6, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Bar Mitzvah: Aaron Vali  
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Aaron Vali  

Shabbat Terumah
Exodus 25:1-27:19 

February 12, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

February 13, Saturday
SHABBAT YOGA 
9:00 – 10:00 am in the social hall
Teachers: Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Tetzaveh
Exodus 27:20-30:10

February 19, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner with The Shabbat Band

February 20, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am 
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Candle Ligh  ng
February 5, 4:51 pm

February 12, 5:00 pm

February 19, 5:09 pm

February 26, 5:18 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset 
for Amherst, MA

Shacharit 
(morning) Minyan
Every Tuesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary.

Medita  on Minyan
Every Wednesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary. There will be 
no Medita  on Minyan 
in January and February. 
The Medita  on Minyan 
will resume in March.

Ma’ariv 
(evening) Minyan
Every Thursday at 
5:30 pm in the small 
sanctuary.

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a diff erent loca  on is specifi ed.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Kiddush & Oneg 
Sponsors
If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
Kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administra  ve Director, 
at admindir@j-c-a.org

No Peanuts or Tree 
Nuts, Please.
We have some members 
with serious allergies 
at the JCA. Please do 
not bring any peanut or 
tree-nut products into 
the building and avoid 
serving foods containing 
nuts at pot-lucks and 
catered events. Thank 
you. 

Shabbat Ne’imah
Li   up your voice 
for a joyful and 
inspiring monthly 
service welcoming 
Shabbat, with our own 
instrumental and vocal 
“musical daveners”, The 
Shabbat Band. We look 
forward to seeing you.

Rosh Ḥodesh Adar I
February 9/10,
Tuesday/ Wednesday

Shabbat Ki Tissa
Exodus 30:11-34:35

February 26, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: To be announced

February 27, Saturday
SHABBAT YOGA 
9:00 – 10:00 am in the social hall
Teachers: Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

The Ritual Life commi  ee would like to thank those who have given their  me and 
exper  se in service to the ritual life of the community:

Recent Torah readers:  Arnie Alper, Joseph Boucher, Aaron Bousel, Hannah Blau, 
Catherine Madsen, Yosef Rumshiskiy, Randi Stein

Lay Service Leaders: Ruth Love Barer, Randi Stein

D’var Torah giver: Richard Cohen

Musicians:  Shabbat Band

If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to 
schedule a  me to read, please contact:

Robert Friedman at info@robariah.com for reading in 
February and March

If you would like to learn to read Torah, would like help 
choosing or preparing a reading, or would like to schedule 
a reading for a month when there is no designated 
coordinator, please contact Batya Perman, 549-4853.

mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:info@robariah.com
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February 3, Wednesday
REGULAR SCHOOL

February 5, Friday
SHABBAT B’YACHAD SERVICE
TOT SHABBAT

February 7, Sunday
SHABBAT B’YACHAD FAMILY PROGRAM

February 10, Wednesday
REGULAR SCHOOL
CAMP SHEMESH GOES OUT TO BERTUCCI’S IN AMHERST
Come on out for dinner and we receive a percentage of everything spent that 
evening. All proceeds go to our Campership Aid Fund to support families in 
sending their kids to camp. Enjoy dinner, a slideshow of camp, and community!

February 13, Saturday
CHAI TEENS

February 14, Sunday
NO SCHOOL

February 17, Wednesday
NO SCHOOL

February 21, Sunday
REGULAR SCHOOL
TEVA TORAH

February 24, Wednesday
REGULAR SCHOOL
JV CORPS

February 25, Thursday
JV CORPS

February 28, Sunday
REGULAR SCHOOL & SHALOM SUNDAY

Education

Calendar

Buy Your Dean’s 
Beans Coff ee Through 
the JCA and
Support the JCA 
School! 
Dean’s Beans Order 
Form:
h  p://  nyurl.com/
deans-beans-order

More info about the 
coff ee:
h  p://  nyurl.com/
deans-beans-info

Look for this on the 
household items you 
buy. Cut it out, bring 
it to the JCA, and help 
raise money for our 
school.

http://tinyurl.com/deans-beans-order
http://tinyurl.com/deans-beans-info
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Contact Informa  on
Keren Rhodes, JCA 
School Principal & Family 
Programs Coordinator: 
kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org

Cara Michelle Silverberg, 
Youth & Teen Programs 
Coordinator: cara@j-c-a.
org

Anna Sobel, Tots Specialist: 
tots@j-c-a.org

Misha Heij Mariano, 
Educa  on Assistant: 
edassist@j-c-a.org

Visit www.j-c-a.org/
educa  on.html for 
calendar, news, program 
informa  on, registra  on, 
and more.

Education (continued)

Youth and Family Education Committee

Dear Community, 

I would like to inform you of an exci  ng change in the structure of the Educa  on 
Commi  ee and School Commi  ee. Historically, these commi  ees served diff erent 
func  ons. The School Commi  ee acted as a sounding board for the school principal 
and a source of fundraising ac  vi  es and event planning. The Educa  on Commi  ee 
was responsible for crea  ng and implemen  ng the vision of educa  on at the JCA as 
well as providing a sounding board for the tot, teen and camp programs. With the 
crea  on of a new structure of our educa  on team, having two commi  ees seemed 
disjointed.

A  er many years of dedicated service, Andra Rose decided to step down as 
chairperson of the Educa  on Commi  ee as well as a member of the board. I have 
been serving as School Commi  ee chairperson for the past two years and also 
joined the board, as of January 2016. 

At the December retreat, the board had an extensive discussion about educa  on 
and how best to support the new educa  on model. The board supported the idea of 
merging the school and educa  on commi  ees, the details of which they delegated 
to me (as chairperson) to work out with the recons  tuted commi  ee. This change 
refl ects the change in the overall model of educa  on at the JCA. It is an eff ort to 
promote and support increased cohesion and integra  on of the tot, teen, school 
and camp programs, which is what Cara Silverberg and Keren Rhodes have been 
working to do in the past six months. 

I envision the newly formed and newly-named Youth and Family Educa  on 
Commi  ee will provide for the educa  on program exactly what the School 
Commi  ee has provided previously for the school - a sounding board for programs 
and policies, fund raising and event planning. Essen  ally, the scope of the School 
Commi  ee is expanding but the func  on is not really changing. I hope that the 
two former commi  ees will work together now to create a newly integrated group 
whose main func  on is suppor  ng the educa  on program. 

We will be examining and rewri  ng our mission statement over the next few 
months. We welcome input and support as we make this transi  on. The details are 
s  ll somewhat undecided but we are excited by the opportunity for be  er support, 
communica  on and integra  on. 

In other news, we raised nearly $475 at our Book Fair in December. Many thanks 
to the volunteers that a  ernoon: Emily Bloch, Jessica Wilkinson, Jay Flint, Rachel 
Rehorka, Charlo  e Schwab, Madeleine Charney, Jennifer King, Talya Kingston, Ruby 
Schmerling, and Ariella Schwell. And of course, many thanks to the community for 
coming out and suppor  ng the fair.

Mara Hahn
Chair, Youth and Family Educa  on Commi  ee

mailto:kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org
mailto:tot@j-c-a.org
mailto:edassist@j-c-a.org
mailto:cara@j-c-a.org
http://www.j-c-a.org/education.html
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Spotlight on Committees

Adult Education

An exci  ng new session of Adult Educa  on is about to begin. Full program 
informa  on is available online at h  p://www.j-c-a.org/adult-ed.pdf. This term, you 
can register online at h  p://  nyurl.com/jca-adulted or by mailing the registra  on 
form. Direc  ons for registra  on and payment of your dona  on are included in the 
program informa  on.

Adult Educa  on programming is self-sustaining. Dona  ons above and beyond the 
requested amounts are a great help in providing quality programs for the future. 
Please be assured, however, that no one will be denied access to programming 
because of fi nancial need. Your par  cipa  on in our community is more important 
than the amount of your dona  on. The spring lineup includes:

Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Weiner
Wednesdays
12:15 – 1:15 pm

Hebrew 2: Advanced Beginner Modern Hebrew
Henia Lewin
8 Wednesdays, February 3 – March 30 (except February 17)
5:45 – 7:15 pm (requires registra  on)

Poetry: Sharing the Muse
Saturday, February 6
7:30 pm

Girls in Trouble:
Exploring the Complicated Lives of Biblical Women through the Arts

Developed by Mimi Farb and Alicia Jo Rabins (requires registra  on)
Sunday, February 7  The Story of Sarah   2:00 – 4:00 pm
Sunday, February 21  The Story of Ruth          10:00 – 11:45 am
Sunday, March 6  The Story of Judith       10:00 – 11:45 am
Sunday, March 20  The Story of Eve   2:00 – 4:00 pm

Hebrew Poetry of Faith and Doubt
Rabbi Ed Feld
Tuesdays, March 1, 8, and 15
7:30 – 8:45 pm (requires registra  on)

A History of Denomina  onal Judaism
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
Tuesdays, April 12, April 19, May 3, and May 10
7:00 – 9:00 pm (requires registra  on)

Jewish Understanding of the Contemporary Muslim World
A Panel Discussion led by Professor David Mednicoff  
Sunday, May 8
2:00 pm

Rabbi Ed Feld

http://www.j-c-a.org/adult-ed.pdf
http://www.tinyurl.com.jca-adulted
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

The Judaica Store

We extend our gra  tude to everyone who made a purchase in 2015. Special thanks 
to the authors, members of JCA, who so generously donated their books:

Becoming a Bat Mitzvah, A Treasury of Stories by Arnine Weiss with an essay by Eva 
Metzger Brown

Who's Bar/Bat Mitzvah is This Anyway: A Guide for Parents Through a Family Rite of 
Passage by Judith Davis, Ed.D.

The Spirit of Renewal: Finding Faith a  er the Holocaust by Rabbi Edward Feld

Finding Words by Merle Feld

The Bones Reassemble: Recons  tu  ng Liturgical Speech by Catherine Madsen

Secrets of the 7th Day: How Everyone can fi nd Renewal through the Wisdom and 
Prac  ces of the Sabbath by Sara Schley

So You Might Know: A Memoir of My Parents by Irving Seidman

Thanks to Jayne Pearl for dona  ng the AWESOME star glasses, and to Tamar Shadur 
for dona  ng two books wri  en by her father, Joseph Shadur: A Drive to Survival: 
Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal 1940 and Young Travelers to Jerusalem - The Holy 
Land in American and English Juvenile Literature, 1785-1940.

JCA Hall Gallery

We are pleased to announce that February 1 – May 1 the following ar  sts will be 
represented in the JCA Hall Gallery:

The Natural (and Some  mes Unnatural Landscapes of New England)
Watercolors by Nancy Ratner 

In New England we do not have to travel far to be cap  vated by beau  ful 
landscapes. This exhibit is inspired by the natural and occasionally not so natural 
landscapes of Maine, Vermont, and especially Western Massachuse  s. I also paint 
in pastels. I par  cularly love the way watercolors so  en and surprise me as they 
interact with the paper. 

The Unforgiving and Unpredictable Nature of Water Color 
Watercolors by Diane Schlappi

As a medium, watercolor is both unforgiving and unpredictable. The greatest 
pleasure I take from my art is to permit the diffi  cult nature of the paint to work 
for me and with me and I delight in using this challenge to re-interpret shadow 
and light in the natural world. Because I am most fortunate to be both gardener 
and insect lover, bug, fruit, vegetable, fl owers and grass have become the loving 
subjects of my work. They test the ar  st and the material with which she works and 
are infi nite in nuance and diffi  culty.

Birch Trees On Snowy Hillside
Nancy Ratner

Tomatoes
Diane Schlappi
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Chesed Committee
A Compassionate 
Community
The Chesed Commi  ee 
assists JCA members 
in  mes of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordina  ng 
volunteers to help 
with meals, rides, 
errands, visits, shiva 
minyans, etc. We also 
welcome babies to the 
community.

Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone in 
the community is ill, 
hospitalized, or in need 
of assistance. We can’t 
help if we don’t know. 
Contact the Chesed 
Commi  ee by email at 
jcachesed@gmail.com 
or by calling the offi  ce 
at (413) 256-0160 or by 
contac  ng a commi  ee 
member (current 
members are listed on 
the website).

We encourage you 
to be a part of the 
JCA’s growth as 
a compassionate 
community. New 
commi  ee members 
are welcome at any  me 
to par  cipate in this 
mitzvah.

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Commi  ee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In par  cular, thank you to Moira Clingman, Jane Brodwyn, Jody Rosenbloom, Libby 
Arny, Reed Alper, Randi Stein, Barbara Burkart, Judith Souweine, Ki  y Talan, and 
Jackie Katz for preparing and delivering meals to members in need; and to Amy 
Mi  elman and Aaron Berman for visits.

And thanks, again, to everyone who has made a meal, provided a ride, lent a 
sympathe  c ear, visited a person in need of companionship, or performed other 
acts of chesed (loving kindness).

Not Bread Alone
JCA volunteers contributed so much work and good spirits to our Christmas feast. 
The NBA community sends them its deep gra  tude. We hope they had a good 
experience and some fun. We were pleased with all aspects of our Christmas 
meal.

Bob Stover, Program Supervisor
CHD's Not Bread Alone

Thank You!
Janet Winston
Jaymie & MIchael Chernoff 
Helena Donovan and son Ariel
Julieann Rappoport, Carlos Oliva and 
Victoria and Gabriel
Judith Finman

Amy Mi  elman and Aaron Berman
Ashley Nkosi and Emily and Galileo
Randi Stein
Barbara Burkart
Mar  n Aisenberg and daughter Ruby

Membership Committee

Thank you to everyone who par  cipated in “My Dinner With Shabbos”.

What is the best way to fi nd community at our shul?

VOLUNTEER!

Email volunteer coordinator, Jaymie Chernoff , and she can help you fi nd the perfect 
opportunity for you to connect with like-minded volunteers: jaymiechernoff @
yahoo.com

mailto:jcachesed@gmail.com
mailto:jaymiechernoff@yahoo.com
mailto:jaymiechernoff@yahoo.com
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Adult Ed
Donna Baron
Pa  ence Bousel
Barbara Burkart
Richard Cohen
Alison Ellis
Eliza Gouverneur
Hadar Grabel
Hilda Greenbaum
Sara Haimowitz
Joel Halpern
Robin Harmatz
Phyllis Herda
Martha Johnson
Jon Kent
Zahava Koren
Gretchen Laise
Amy Leos-Urbel
Carol Mardeusz
Isabel Margolin
Ashley Nkosi
Mera Penchina
Ruth Smith
Connie Songer
Diana Stein
Randi Stein
Morgan Terres
Linda Terry
Jim Wald
Jackie Wolf

Annual Fund
Lisa & Peter Blain
Anne Kraus & Dennis Rosen
Anita Page
Ki  y Axelson-Berry
Flo Stern & Nancy Deprosse
Ronnie Janoff -Bulman &

Michael Shea Bulman
Barbara Jenkins & Eli Kwartler
Marcie & Richard Sclove
Jody Rosenbloom & Joel Kaminsky
Shayna Hesselgrave & Terran Melconian
Aleah Nesteby & Shanna Del Prete
Emily Bloch
Sarah Belchetz-Swenson
Josee Goldin
Sara Schley & Joe Laur

Reed & Arnie Alper
Nancy Cohen
Irene Janoff 
Jill & Daniel Berlin
Rhonda Shapiro-Rieser
Rachel & Jay Flint
Marina & Josh Goldman
David Glassberg
Henry Lappen
Suzanne & Peter Spencer
Emily Mekler & Marc Cohen
Barbara Schaff er Bacon & Roger Bacon
Arlene Ash
Marilyn & Jeff  Blaustein
Roslyn Heafi tz
Janet Kaplan Bucciarelli &

Mark Bucciarelli
Chris  ne Denison & Frederick Bloom
Ruth Kane-Levit & David Levit
Rabbi Joyce Galaski & Philippe Galaski
Robert Brainin
Ellen & Rob Kaufman
Lisa Perlbinder & Thomas Porter
Jaymie & Michael Chernoff 
Ellen Grobman & Evan Bollinger
Gail & Michael Perlman
In honor of Ada Quilter

(Laura Quilter & Michele Markstein)
In honor of the wonderful community 

that the JCA builds (Miriam Farb)
In honor of Hailey Lauren Jewesak’s 

Bat Mitzvah (Brenda, Mar  n, Liliya & 
Aaron Miller)

In memory of David Brooks
(Betsey Brooks & Jon Machta)

In honor of Pishta Mai  nsky
(Andrea & John Keins)

With deep apprecia  on and respect for 
Rabbi Benjamin Weiner
(Sallie Deans Lake & Kevin Lake)

General Fund
Ellen Brout Lindsey
In memory of Normand Berlin

(Jan & Al Chevan)
In memory of Norman & Eileen Bergman 

(Joy Bergman)
In memory of Warren Weinberg

(Barbara & Michael Burkart)
Jane Trigere & Ken Schoen

Jeff rey Mazur
Mary & Herb Bernstein
Heidi Thibodeau
In memory of Tara Michelle Katzner 

(Ruth & Dan Katzner)
In memory of Charles Lubinsky

(Marian & Leonard Lubinsky)
In memory of my mother Frances Kates 

at the  me of her Yahrzeit
(William Kates)

In apprecia  on of the musical Friday 
night services (Joan Schaff er)

In apprecia  on and with best wishes 
for a Refuah Shleyma for Judy Davis 
(Shoshona Zonderman &
Saul Perlmu  er)

In memory of Saul Gladstone
(Alice Perman Leveston)

In memory of Nathan Smith’s Yahrzeit, 
Father of Howard Smith
(Ruth & Howard Smith)

Oneg/Kiddush Fund
In memory of Ida Epton, mother of

Epi Bodhi (Barbara Slovin & Ted Slovin)
In memory of Jill Zarchin, sister of

Susan Zarchin (Barbara & Ted Slovin)

Open Door
Jesse Ferris & Kathryn Lachman
Amy & Michael Woolf
Harry Levit
Mary & Herb Bernstein

Rabbi Discre  onary Fund
For a speedy recovery for Judy Davis 

(Stephanie Sandler & Aus  n Sarat)
In memory of my sister Evie Schwarz 

(Vera Wishnow)
In honor of the wedding of Danielle 

Kadinoff  & David Marks
(Susan Zarchin)

In gra  tude to Rabbi Weiner for leading 
shloshim service for David Brooks 
(Betsy Brooks & Jon Machta)

In memory of Clara Sadick, aunt of Jeff  
Blaustein (Marilyn & Jeff  Blaustein)

In hear  elt gra  tude for par  cipa  ng in 
the Shabbat Ne’imah Services
(Be  e & Alan Kanner)

Thank you for providing such a lovely 
shul to visit in 2015
(Dale & Amy Rosenberg)

Donations to the JCA
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In the Valley

Sh’ma Koleinu Hear Our Voices with Voices from Inside

The Western Mass Chapter of Bend the Arc Jewish Partnership for Jus  ce presents 
this program on Sunday, February 7 at 3:00-5:00 pm at the Lander-Grinspoon 
Academy, 257 Prospect Street in Northampton. The women of Voices from Inside 
share their powerful wri  ng that puts a human face on those who have been 
incarcerated. Featuring State Senator Jamie Eldridge on the campaign to end 
mandatory minimum sentencing in Massachuse  s. Free and open to the public. For 
more informa  on, contact Ellen Landis at ellen@sharevision.net

JFS Bereavement Support Group

If you’ve recently experienced the loss of a loved one, join us at Jewish Family 
Service for an eight-week facilitated bereavement support group. It will be held 
on Tuesdays at 1:00 - 2:30 pm at Congrega  on B’nai Israel, 253 Prospect Street in 
Northampton star  ng mid-February, and facilitated by Cathy Chandler, MSW, LICSW, 
a Clinical Social Worker and coordinator of older adult services at JFS. The goal of the 
group is to off er a suppor  ve space for members to talk about the challenges they’re 
facing and ways to cope with their loss. There is no charge to a  end this group. It 
is recommended for those who are at least three months past their loss. For more 
informa  on and to register, please contact Cathy Chandler, 413-455-1936 x104 or 
email c.chandler@jfswm.org. To learn more about JFS programs and services visit 
our website, www.jfswm.org.

Medita  on Group at CBI

Morning “Lecha Dumiyah Tehillah”* Medita  on Group led by Rabbi Nancy Flam 
every Thursday in the CBI Library, from 8:00 to 9:00 am. 

Please know this is not an instruc  onal group. Rather, each of us comes with our 
own silent medita  on or prayer prac  ce and draws strength and affi  rma  on for our 
deep, inner work by being together in community. 

• Arrive & Se  ling In: 8:00 – 8:15 am 

• Se   ng of Kavvanah/Teaching: 8:15 – 8:25 am 

• Bell to begin silent medita  on: 8:25 am 

• Bell to end silent medita  on: 8:55 am 

* “To You silence is praise.” Psalm 65:2

Announcements 
should be brief and 
of interest to the local 
Jewish community.
Announcements will 
be listed as space 
permits.

mailto:ellen@sharevision.net
mailto:c.chandler@jfswm.org
http:www.jfswm.org
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)

School Principal & Family Programs Coordinator:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator:
 Cara Michelle Silverberg (cara@j-c-a.org)

Board of Directors
 President:  Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
 First Vice President: Janis Levy (jca.communicate@gmail.com)
 Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (rbsolosko@verizon.net)
 Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
 Clerk: Sarah Thomson (allset22@verizon.net)
 Members at Large: Barbara Schaff er Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff  Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, Amy Kroin,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further informa  on 
and a full descrip  on of commi  ees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)

Finance Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)

Education Administrative Assistant: Misha Heij Mariano (edassist@j-c-a.org)

Administrative Assistant: Dan Reynolds (dan@j-c-a.org)

Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

Office Hours:
 Tuesday to Friday: 10:30 am – 4:00 pm
 Wednesday: 4:00 – 6:00 pm & Sunday: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm when
 JCA School is in session

Kolot — JCA Voices
February 2016 

Editor/Graphic Designer
Aaron Bousel
413-253-3544
fax: 413-253-3846
news@j-c-a.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

An archive of previous edi  ons 
may be found at:
h  p://j-c-a.org/news/

Deadline for the March issue is 
February 12th.

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members

and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot

and many lovely gi   items.

You can shop whenever
the offi  ce is open

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588 
info@j-c-a.org | www.j-c-a.org

Affi  liated with the Jewish Reconstruc  onist Communi  es
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