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Highlights this Month
Oneg to Welcome Our Administra  ve Director,
Friday, January 15 

Genealogy in Depth, Sunday, January 24

Soup For Syria, Sunday, January 31

Meet our new Board of Directors!
See inside for more photos and short bios.
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Dear JCA,

I’ll admit to you that I had some trouble ge   ng into 
Hanukkah this year, though it had its moments. We 

hosted two lovely gatherings as a community, one with 
friends from Hampshire College at the Yiddish Book 
Center, and another in our social hall with the Hebrew 
School, where we lit candles, spun dreydls, danced, and 
sang songs. I ate my share of latkes over the course of 
the eight days, and it was moving to see my son Efraim, 
now three years old, take a deeper, and not en  rely gi   
dependent, interest in the holiday. 

But something was missing. When I was a kid, among the familiar Hebrew 
Hanukkah songs that we belted out, there was a gentle English one my mother 
liked to sing: In my window, where you can see it glow, shines my menorah, on 
newly fallen snow… More than any other, this song carries the pulse of nostalgia 
for the New England Hanukkahs of my childhood, complete with the wind and 
cold weather, the snowfl akes falling through the air and accumula  ng on the hard 
ground, and the cozy sense of warmth and light pervading the home.

I know it wasn’t always like that, and, despite my recent birthday, I’m probably s  ll 
too young to be so nostalgic, but I bet I’m not the only one who found it strange to 
celebrate Hanukkah in sixty degree weather, in the rain, with the grass outside s  ll 
betraying more than a hint of green. El Niño and the Arc  c Oscilla  on, res  ng on a 
thick and troubling bed of global warming, blocked off  the full access of Hanukkah 
that I was craving. Instead, I experienced what I have heard described with the term 
solastalgia—the painful longing for a season lost to a changing climate.

A friend reminded me recently that spirituality is not the same thing as posi  vity. 
Striving to be spiritual means commi   ng to being conscious, and true awareness 
brings with it the full complement of tastes that life has to off er, ranging from the 
sweetness of familiar celebra  on to the bi  erness of anxiety and loss. 

As I refl ect on my lost Hanukkah, I realize that if all I ever look for in my engagement 
with life is what I want and expect, then I am sure to be con  nually disappointed, 
whether by global calamity or the more ordinary pains that fl esh remains heir to. 
The holidays don’t always come to please and reassure us. Some  mes there are 
other lessons to be learned. If this was not a Hanukkah of snowy and untroubled 
delight, it s  ll forced me to remember what it means to tend the brightness of a 
fl ickering candle in a world grown green and strange.

 b’shalom, Rabbi Benjamin Weiner

Rabbi Weiner wants 
to make sure the 
community knows he 
is available and eager 
to visit at home, or 
in the hospital, with 
people who are unwell 
or otherwise in need of 
some spiritual support. 
The important step is 
to make sure he knows 
you are in need! 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact him directly 
at rabbiweiner@j-c-a.
org, or through the JCA 
offi  ce, if you would like 
a visit.

Photo: Joseph Kushick
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January 6, Wednesday
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm
Now in its 4th year, we are con  nuing our inves  ga  on of Halakha or 
the tradi  on of Jewish law. If you have not already become part of this 
meaningful, fun, and oddly exhilara  ng explora  on, it is never too late. 
You can come and go as you’re able, and drop-ins are always welcome. The 
goal is to hold sessions that are sa  sfying to all comers. Whether you are 
a regular or just trying it out, we spend a good por  on of each mee  ng 
bringing each other up to speed. Please remember that JCA kashrut rules 
allow only for dairy and pareve foods inside the building – no meat!

January 10, Sunday
CONSCIOUS ELDERING WITH BATYA PERMAN 
7:00 – 9:00 pm
Adult Educa  on class. Pre-registra  on required.

January 13, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

January 14, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm
This is an ongoing workshop, mee  ng every other Thursday, for 
instrumentalists who are interested in learning how to play Klezmer music. 
Instructor Brian Bender (Wholesale Klezmer Band, Yiddishkeit Klezmer 
Ensemble, Li  le Shop of Horas) teaches Klezmer repertoire and style in a 
fun, relaxed se   ng. All instruments welcome. The workshop periodically 
performs as an ensemble for JCA events. Fee is $15/class.

Mark your calendars for community ac  vi  es, programs, study opportuni  es, 
and more. Please see the Ritual Life Calendar for informa  on on Shabbat and 
other services.
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

January 15, Friday
ONEG TO WELCOME OUR ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
7:30 pm (a  er Shabbat Ne’imah Service)
We hope you will come to the joyful and inspiring Shabbat service at 6:15 pm 
led by Rabbi Weiner and The Shabbat Band, and stay for a fes  ve Oneg in the 
Social Hall welcoming our new Administra  ve Director, Ann Wetherbee. This 
is an opportunity for our community to meet and greet Ann, and off er her our 
warm wishes as she begins her work at the JCA.

January 20, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

January 24, Sunday
GENEALOGY IN DEPTH WITH MEREDITH HOFFMAN
1:30 – 5:30 pm
Part 1:  Social Media for the Jewish Genealogist
This workshop will survey the world of blogs, message boards, mailing lists, 
Facebook and other genealogy-specifi c social networking sites and will 
demonstrate photo sharing, geotagging, social bookmarking, and wikis.

Part II:  Ge   ng the Most Out of JewishGen.org
Meredith will present a survey of the valuable and o  en overlooked resources 
on this site and provide abundant real-life examples. You may bring laptops and 
follow along if you wish. Detailed handouts will be provided.

Before the workshop, please register for an account on jewishgen.org and 
browse the site. Class is limited to 18 par  cipants and registra  on is required. 
Suggested dona  on $36.00. Contact adultedprog@comcast.net for more 
informa  on.

January 24, Sunday
CONSCIOUS ELDERING WITH BATYA PERMAN 
7:00 – 9:00 pm
Adult Educa  on class. Pre-registra  on required.

January 27, Wednesday 
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI WEINER
12:15 – 1:15 pm

Request for Images 
for the Kolot Photo 
Library
As part of the new 
design for Kolot – JCA 
Voices, we would like 
to build a digital photo 
library that we can call 
on for edi  ons of our 
newsle  er throughout 
the year. 

We are interested in 
photos, both personal 
and ar  s  c, you may 
have taken of folks at 
JCA programs or events, 
or of special  mes 
of the year, holidays, 
celebra  ons, study 
sessions, valley visuals 
– whatever you think 
would be interes  ng or 
fun to help personalize 
our community 
publica  on and make it 
more visually appealing. 

We will credit your 
photos whenever we 
use them, so don’t 
forget to give us your 
contact details.  Please 
send jpegs up to 1MB in 
size to: news@j-c-a.org

Photo: Judy Raiff a

mailto:adultedprog@comcast.net
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
http://jewishgen.org
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Programs and Events Calendar (continued)

Upcoming Programs and Events

February 6, Saturday
POETRY: SHARING THE MUSE
7:30 pm
Join us for our second JCA poetry gathering. You are invited to read a poem, 
either original or wri  en by someone else. If you are a poet, a lover of poetry, 
published or in the Emily Dickinson mode of tucking your work in the desk 
drawer, please share your poems with us. Jewish themes are par  cularly 
welcome. We’d love to pack the house, so those who like to be read to, groupies 
of our writers, and those just looking for a Saturday night out, come to the JCA 
for this wonderful event. Please bring a dessert to share.

April 7, Thursday
JCA ADULT READING GROUP
7:30 pm
Come join us for our third mee  ng of the year to be held in the JCA library. 
We will be discussing a mystery fi c  on book; a bit lighter than our usual 
fare but reports are that it is very interes  ng. The book is The Ritual Bath by 
Fay Kellerman. It is in paperback and available through a library or Kindle. 
Our discussions are lively, and you almost always come away with a deeper 
apprecia  on of the book you have read. New par  cipants are welcome!
Any ques  ons, please call Ken Talan at 413-253-2248

January 28, Thursday
JCA KLEZMER WORKSHOP
7:15 – 8:45 pm

January 31, Sunday
SOUP FOR SYRIA
4:30 pm
The Tikkun Olam Commi  ee is hos  ng a Soup for Syria benefi t at the JCA. 
Please join us to raise funds for the Syrian American Medical Society. We will 
be serving delicious soups from the cookbook. There will be music, speakers 
on the Syrian refugee crisis, and cookbooks for sale. You can also purchase the 
cookbook from JCA at any  me the offi  ce is open. If you want to help by making 
soup for the event, email Judith Souweine at souweine@comcast.net

mailto:souweine@comcast.net
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January 6
Wednesday

Ritual Life Commi  ee 
7:00 pm

School Commi  ee
7:00 pm

January 7
Thursday

Board Mee  ng
7:00 pm

January 8
Friday

Adult Educa  on 
Commi  ee
12:00 pm

January 21
Thursday

Execu  ve Commi  ee 
7:00 pm

You may fi nd this hard to believe, but I don’t want to talk 
this month about money, governance, volunteers or 

administra  on. I want, instead, to take a moment to refl ect 
on an example of why we care about the JCA (don’t worry – 
we’ll return to those ma  ers in the future!!). 

On November 21st, I a  ended Shabbat services during 
which Ethan Flint was called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah. It 
was a beau  ful and moving service for a number of reasons, 
only one of which is that Ethan is a rock star, a fabulously 
engaging and endearing young man that anyone would be 
proud to have as a son. 

I don’t know either Ethan or his parents personally; what was moving about it 
was being part of a community event that was all about welcoming Ethan into our 
kehillah kedoshah, our sacred community, in a new way. 

The occasion of one of our children being called to the Torah as an adult for the 
fi rst  me, enveloped by the love and pride of family, friends, teachers and other 
congregants, is poignant on a number of emo  onal and symbolic levels. The passing 
of Torah across the genera  ons, the melding of family and personal narra  ves into 
a coherent whole, the tes  mony to the con  nuing vibrancy of the Jewish people 
and its wisdom tradi  on, the connec  ng of this tradi  on to the on-going process of 
 kkun olam in our secular world – all of these reverberate with meaning during the 

occasion of children becoming bar or bat mitzvah.

I have heard people who are not regular par  cipants in Sabbath services say that 
they would feel awkward in deciding to a  end services at these  mes because of 
the existence of so many “strangers” – out-of-town family, guests, friends of the 
person becoming bar or bat mitzvah, almost as if they were “crashing” a personal 
family event. Or that it would seem strange to a  end Sabbath services only when 
there is a “special” reason.  I understand why that might feel awkward, but I 
want to argue that it is especially important for those who don’t regularly a  end 
services to add their presence at these  mes. These are occasions when the most 
signifi cant people in the lives of members of our community are present to share 
in an emo  onally important, spiritually transforma  ve life-cycle event with their 
loved ones. And it is precisely because of how signifi cant this is to members of our 
community that we should be there to support and celebrate it with them. It is 
our opportunity to show off  our community in all its richness and diversity, to be 
welcoming and generous in our embrace of people we know and those we don’t. 
Regular a  endees and occasional ones are equally important members of the JCA; 
the bar or bat mitzvah should be welcomed by all of us.

There are 12 opportuni  es this year to join in the celebra  on of a bar or 
bat mitzvah, and to experience these moments of transcendent beauty and 
connec  veness. These are terrible opportuni  es to lose.

And you may miss out on mee  ng a rock star!

 b’shalom, Bill Zimmer

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Photo: Halley Gmeiner
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Joining the Jewish 
Community of 
Amherst
If you would like to 
know more about 
becoming a member of 
the JCA, we encourage 
you to get in touch with 
Tobi Sznajderman of the 
Membership Commi  ee 
at membership@j-c-a.
org.  If you are ready 
to receive membership 
applica  on materials, 
please contact the JCA 
Offi  ce at 413-256-0160 
or admindir@j-c-a.org. 
Shalom, and welcome!

Seeking Your News
Many people who 
responded to the 
survey last year said 
they would like our 
newsle  er to be 
more personal. So, 
we would like to hear 
from you! Please send 
us your good news. 
Maybe a new baby 
or addi  on to your 
family, a wedding, an 
award, an achievement, 
public recogni  on, 
anything signifi cant 
you would like to 
share. We welcome 
your announcement 
up to 120 words and 
an accompanying jpeg 
photo up to 1MB in size. 
Please send by the 12th 
of the month for the 
upcoming newsle  er to: 
news@j-c-a.org. 

Sarah Belchetz-Swenson    Williamsburg
Michael Ben-Chaim     Amherst
Andrew Ciccarelli & Ann Cooper-Ciccarelli Amherst
Aaron & Emily Fine     Amherst
Judith Finman     Amherst
Sonya Gurewitsch    Amherst
Amy & Jeff  Kalman    Amherst
Janet Kaplan Bucciarelli & Mark Bucciarelli Amherst
Hilary & David Kawall    Amherst
Brian & Jennifer King    Granby
Ellen Landis & Lisa Thompson   Pelham
Karen Lavendar     Amherst
Karen Levine     Amherst
Carol Mardeusz     Granby
Noa Milman & Nicole Doerr   Northampton
Marty & Susan Pepper Aisenberg  Orange
Gail & Michael Perlman    Northampton
Laura Quilter & Michele Markstein  Amherst
Marlene Rachelle & Laurel Wider  Florence
Dennis Rosen & Anne Krauss   Amherst
Jinny Savolainen    Levere  
Abbie Steiner & Myles Jacobson   Florence
Leonard & Janet Strauss    Levere  
Suzanne & Marius Sznajderman   Amherst

Welcome to All New JCA Members in 2015

Member News

Janet Kaplan Bucciarelli is a PhD candidate in adult learning and development in 
a low-residency program at Lesley University. So far, her research has centered on 
adults returning to college for undergraduate degrees, and the faculty who teach 
them. She will complete her coursework this spring and then move on to her 
disserta  on work.

Janet learned recently that she is this year’s recipient of the Art Chickering 
Scholarship awarded by The Adult Higher Educa  on Alliance (AHEA). The award was 
established to commemorate Dr. Chickering’s contribu  on to adult higher educa  on 
in the area of student-centered learning. Janet will be co-presen  ng at the March 
AHEA conference on mentoring adult learners; the scholarship pays for her travel, 
lodging, and conference registra  on. We send congratula  ons and good wishes!

mailto:membership@j-c-a.org
mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
mailto:news@j-c-a.org
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Shabbat Shemot
Exodus 1:1-6:1 

January 1, Friday
THERE ARE NO SERVICES THIS EVENING
See you next month for Tot Shabbat!

January 2, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Richard Cohen

RENEWAL SERVICE 
10:00 am in the small sanctuary
Service Leaders: Felicia Mednick and Sara Schley

Shabbat Va’era
Exodus 6:2-9:35 

January 8, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

January 9, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

SHABBAT YOGA 
9:00 – 10:00 am in the social hall
Teachers: Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel

Candle Ligh  ng
January 1, 4:10 pm

January 8, 4:17 pm

January 15, 4:24 pm

January 22, 4:33 pm

January 29, 4:42 pm

Times shown are 18 
minutes before sunset 
for Amherst, MA

Shacharit 
(morning) Minyan
Every Tuesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary.

Medita  on Minyan
Every Wednesday at 
7:30 am in the small 
sanctuary. There will be 
no Medita  on Minyan 
in January and Februay. 
The Medita  on Minyan 
will resume in March.

Ma’ariv 
(evening) Minyan
Every Thursday at 
5:30 pm in the small 
sanctuary.

All services are in the main sanctuary unless a diff erent loca  on is specifi ed.
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shabbat Bo
Exodus 10:1-13:16

January 15, Friday
SHABBAT NE’IMAH
6:15 pm
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner with The Shabbat Band

January 16, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am 
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Shabbat Shirah, Parashat Beshallaḥ
Exodus 13:17-17:16

January 22, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

January 23, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

SHABBAT YOGA 
9:00 – 10:00 am in the social hall
Teachers: Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel

Shabbat Yitro
Exodus 18:1-20:22

January 29, Friday
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 pm in the small sanctuary
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner

January 30, Saturday
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
10:00 am
Service Leader: Rabbi Weiner
D’var Torah: Rabbi Weiner

Renewal Shabbat
Join us in the small 
sanctuary as we 
co-create a Renewal 
Shabbat with chan  ng, 
contempla  ve prayer 
and Torah service. We 
follow the structure of 
the Shabbat morning 
service, including 
tradi  onal prayers and 
Torah. We use and 
experience chan  ng, 
contempla  on and 
dialogue to arrive, via a 
Jewish path, at sacred 
states of consciousness. 
We’re delighted to share 
this  me with you, and 
encourage you to stay 
for the community 
Kiddush a  er services. 

Shabbat Ne’imah
Li   up your voice 
for a joyful and 
inspiring monthly 
service welcoming 
Shabbat, with our own 
instrumental and vocal 
“musical daveners”, The 
Shabbat Band. We look 
forward to seeing you.

Rosh Ḥodesh Shevat
January 11, Monday

Tu B’Shevat
January 25, Monday
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Ritual Life Calendar and Notes (continued)

Shabbat Yoga Returns!
Deborah Evans and Catherine Nagel, both members of the JCA, are our new teachers 
for Shabbat Yoga beginning again on January 9 at 9:00 am. Deborah, RYT 500 and 
cer  fi ed in Embodyoga, welcomes the opportunity to explore how Jewish prac  ce 
and yoga prac  ce can inform and enrich each other. Catherine is a licensed massage 
therapist in private prac  ce and a cer  fi ed yoga instructor in the Iyengar tradi  on. 
Her teaching focuses on the therapeu  c benefi ts of asana prac  ce.

Shabbat Yoga, or perhaps we should call it Embodied Judaism, is an opportunity to 
move, breathe and meditate in community. As well as accessible and familiar yoga 
postures, sessions are informed by themes from the weekly parsha, the sacred 
holidays, and especially the non-doing, recep  ve quali  es of Shabbat. Appropriate 
readings and/or guided medita  ons may be included. All levels of physical prac  ce 
and familiarity are welcome. Email Deborah (bcdevans@gmail.com) or Catherine 
(cnagel.lmt.yoga@gmail.com) for more informa  on.

Thank you to our Volunteers
The Ritual Life commi  ee would like to thank those who have given their  me and 
exper  se in service to the ritual life of the community:

Recent Torah readers:  Aaron Bousel, Uri Cohen, Guy Wood, Elissa Rubinstein,
Yosef Rumshiskiy, Rabbi Weiner

Lay service leaders:  Felicia Mednick, Sara Schley

D’var Torah giver: David Mednicoff 

Musicians: The Shabbat Band

Torah Reading Coordination 
If you are interested in reading Torah and would like to 
schedule a  me to read, please contact:

Robert Friedman at info@robariah.com for reading in 
January, February, and March

If you would like to learn to read Torah, would like help 
choosing or preparing a reading, or would like to schedule 
a reading for a month when there is no designated 
coordinator, please contact Batya Perman, 549-4853.

Shiva Minyan Leaders 
Needed
The Chesed Commi  ee 
maintains a lis  ng of 
volunteers who can be 
called on to be shiva 
service leaders. We are 
upda  ng the list. If you 
are willing to volunteer, 
please contact Reed 
Alper at reedmangels@
comcast.net.

Kiddush & Oneg 
Sponsors
If you would like to 
help with or sponsor a 
Kiddush, please contact 
Ann Wetherbee, our 
Administra  ve Director, 
at admindir@j-c-a.org

No Peanuts or Tree 
Nuts, Please.
We have some members 
with serious allergies 
at the JCA. Please do 
not bring any peanut or 
tree-nut products into 
the building and avoid 
serving foods containing 
nuts at pot-lucks and 
catered events. Thank 
you.

mailto:bcdevans@gmail.com
mailto:cnagel.lmt.yoga.gmail.com
mailto:info@robariah.com
mailto:reedmangels@comcast.net
mailto:admindir@j-c-a.org
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Keren Rhodes, JCA School Principal & Family Programs Coordinator: 
kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org

Cara Michelle Silverberg, Youth & Teen Programs Coordinator: cara@j-c-a.org

Anna Sobel, Tots Specialist: tots@j-c-a.org

Misha Heij Mariano, Educa  on Assistant: edassist@j-c-a.org

Visit www.j-c-a.org/educa  on.html for calendar, news, program informa  on, 
registra  on, and more.

Contact Information

January 3, Sunday
NO JCA SCHOOL

January 6, Wednesday
CLASSES BACK IN SESSION  REGULAR JCA SCHOOL

January 17, Sunday
NO JCA SCHOOL

January 24, Sunday
TU B’SHEVAT ALL SCHOOL AND FAMILY PROGRAM

January 31, Sunday
REGULAR JCA SCHOOL & SHALOM SUNDAY

sidebar text

Teens

JCATots

School & Family Education

January 1, Friday
NO TOT SHABBAT THIS MONTH

January 23, Saturday
HAVURAH K’TANA

January 16/17, Saturday/Sunday
TEVA TORAH OVERNIGHT

January 30, Saturday
CHAI TEENS EVENT

Hanukkah at the JCA

Buy Your Dean’s 
Beans Coff ee Through 
the JCA and
Support the JCA 
School! 
Dean’s Beans Order 
Form:
h  p://  nyurl.com/
deans-beans-order

More info about the 
coff ee:
h  p://  nyurl.com/
deans-beans-info

mailto:kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org
mailto:cara@j-c-a.org
mailto:tots@j-c-a.org
mailto:edassist@j-c-a.org
http://tinyurl.com/deans-beans-order
http://tinyurl.com/deans-beans-info
http://j-c-a.org/education.html
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We are pleased to off er the members of the new JCA board the opportunity to introduce themselves and tell you why 
they have chosen to volunteer in this way. On behalf of the community, we thank them and send good wishes as they 
begin their new year together.

BILL ZIMMER (President)
I have been involved in Jewish communal life since I was ac  ve in the Reform movement’s youth 
group 50 years ago. I have con  nued to be ac  vely involved in synagogue life, both at Beit Ahavah in 
Northampton and at the JCA, since we moved from the Boston area more than 30 years ago. A  er 
re  ring a  er 36 years as an administrator in the Commonwealth’s Department of Developmental 
Services in 2012, I have split my  me between working on developing a stronger governance culture 
at the JCA, and spending  me with our two grandchildren in Portland, Oregon. I have an academic and 
experien  al background in human services and synagogue management and want to use those skills 
to strengthen the community we love at the JCA.

JANIS LEVY (First Vice President)
Born and raised in Sheffi  eld, England, I began a career in the professional theatre in London but 
came to the USA for a summer in 197I, and I am s  ll (legally) here! A  er moving to this valley from 
CA in 1977 with my family, I became an ac  ve member of a local synagogue serving on the board 
and as president. My professional background includes work in theatre and public television, and 
later in strategic planning, development and administra  on for non-profi t organiza  ons, including 
as a synagogue execu  ve director. Currently, I work at Smith College. My son and his family, and 
my daughter, live in Sea  le. I joined the JCA in 2011 and am grateful for this community. I enjoy my 
work for JCA communica  ons and par  cipa  ng in services in Hebrew and (Bri  sh) English. I hope to 

contribute my experience to the work of the board as we move JCA forward in all the posi  ve ways possible.

BOB SOLOSKO (Second Vice President)
Prior to moving to the Pioneer Valley in 2009, I was a member of the board and High Holiday 
coordinator at Temple Shir Tikvah in Winchester, MA. Very shortly a  er moving to the valley and 
becoming a member of the JCA, I was appointed co-chair of the High Holiday commi  ee, a posi  on 
I s  ll hold. For the past three years I’ve served on the JCA board, fi rst as a member-at-large and 
currently as one of the vice-presidents. Volunteering at the JCA gives me a strong connec  on with 
the JCA community, and with my background in both engineering and business, I have skills and 
experience that help me give back to the community.

ELI KWARTLER (Third Vice President)
Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY before it became gentrifi ed, I have lived in Pelham since the 70’s 
and been a member of the JCA since the early 80’s. I have been ac  ve as a volunteer for more than 
15 years serving on many commi  ees and as a co-president. I feel that my long involvement and 
experience will add to my value as Third Vice President. My interests include extensive travel, serving 
as a SHINE Counselor dealing with MEDICARE and MEDICAID for seniors and being on the board of 
The Learning Project. All of this is in addi  on to a fervent commitment to the synagogue and its long-
term success as both the home of the Jewish Community of Amherst and a House of Worship.

Our New Board of Directors
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

SARAH THOMSON (Clerk)
Catherine Madsen and I moved to Amherst in the fall of 1989 when I began working at the UMass 
library. I re  red in May 2014. My interests include watercolor pain  ng, printmaking, and the study of 
an obscure Bri  sh (and Chris  an) author Charles Williams. I have been on the JCA board various  mes 
through the years; I’m on the board now because the board appealed for a clerk last summer.

MICHAEL BURKART (Treasurer)
I have lived in the Valley since 1980 when Barbara and I came here from Watertown, MA.  From 1990 
to 2008, I spent most of my  me out of state consul  ng to corpora  ons on issues of diversity.  Since 
2008 I have been able to devote my  me to being ac  ve in my community.  I enjoy being able to use 
my skills in the service of people whose values I so support.  Though I have had the role of treasurer on 
the JCA board, my interest and skills lie in the area of organiza  onal eff ec  veness, organiza  on change 
and leadership development. I serve on the board because I am at a stage in my life where I can give 
back to the community in which I have lived all these years. I derive a lot of sa  sfac  on from doing 
this.   

 AMY KROIN (Member at Large)
I live in Hadley with my husband Robert, our son Max, and our cat Marvin. I’m the editor for Free 
Press, an amazing public policy organiza  on. I’m a writer, hiker, bookworm, karaoke enthusiast, and 
pop culture vulture who’s always happy to talk about Mad Men and Seinfeld. I joined the board in fall 
2014 to con  nue my commitment to the JCA a  er Max celebrated his bar mitzvah. I’m par  cularly 
interested in engaging younger members to take on leadership roles on both the board and 
commi  ees.

BARBARA SCHAFFER BACON (Member at Large)
Hailing from Springfi eld, I have been in the Valley since coming to UMASS as a student in 1973.  I was 
raised in a reform congrega  on (Sinai Temple) and was very ac  ve in the temple youth group and 
regional [NEFTY] associa  on. This didn’t stop me from marrying Roger Bacon, a nice Catholic boy 
from Amherst 38 years ago. We raised two children in Belchertown where I served on the School 
Commi  ee for 14 years. I work with Americans for the Arts, a na  onal organiza  on that works to 
cul  vate, promote, and sustain support for ar  sts and the arts in communi  es throughout the county, 
and currently serve on the board of our state arts agency, the Massachuse  s Cultural Council. Having 
appreciated much support from the congrega  on as an adult Bat Mitzvah, I know it is  me to give 

back. This is my second round of board service having served last in the late 80s. I hope to support a JCA community that 
is welcoming and off ers many op  ons and entry points for par  cipa  ng in spiritual, educa  onal, social ac  on and social 
programming. 
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

CONNIE SONGER (Member at Large)
My husband Chuck and I moved here from south central Pennsylvania a  er we re  red, about a 
year and a half ago. We wanted to be close to our daughters and their families and hoped to fi nd a 
Jewish community in which we could both par  cipate. Although Chuck is not Jewish, we had both 
been very ac  ve at Temple Beth Shalom in Mechanicsburg, PA. We were pleased to fi nd a vibrant 
Reconstruc  onist community close to our new home in Western Mass. I re  red a  er 30 years as a 
women’s health nurse prac   oner, work that I loved and felt passionate about but just as passionate 
is my love of Judaism. So, to make up for a complete absence of Jewish educa  on, I returned to school 
in Jewish studies. I want to be a part of my Jewish community by contribu  ng to its life and future. I 

hope that being part of the board will allow me to do that in a meaningful way.

ELIZA GOUVERNEUR (Member at Large)
My husband, Richard Cohen, and I joined the JCA in December 2008. Prior to moving to Amherst, I 
worked as a librarian at a Jewish day school in Delaware and at the Center for Jewish Life/Hillel at 
Princeton University. At the JCA, I have been a member of the Ritual Life Commi  ee, the Nomina  ng 
Commi  ee, and helped make our library more user friendly. Richard and I have occasionally led Friday 
night services. Outside of the JCA, I volunteer twice a week as Librarian at the Lander Grinspoon 
Academy. We have a grown family of four kids, all paired with amazing signifi cant others, and one 
granddaughter. Any living ins  tu  on is always in fl ux to some extent. I think that the JCA board is 
like the man in the circus act who spins dozens of plates on the end of poles. Some are spinning fast, 

some need a li  le boost, but they always need tending. As a board member I hope that I can help with the many eff orts 
to keep us thriving. The fi nancial, spiritual, communal life of the community, the whole living ins  tu  on that is the JCA 
means a great deal to me. 

FLO STERN (Member at Large)
I am from NYC and lived there un  l I moved to Amherst in 1993 to be with Nancy (now my wife). We 
moved into the cohousing community in Amherst in 1994. We had one son at the  me, and adopted 
two girls (sisters aged 4 and 5 years old) in January 1995. I am an R.N. and went to graduate school 
at Columbia University (Teachers College) for Clinical Psychology. My passion was in poli  cs and labor 
rela  ons. I switched fi elds and became President of the Social Service Union in NYC. I taught labor 
rela  ons at Cornell and at Hofstra University as an adjunct in both places. When I moved to Amherst 
I worked for labor unions and focused on labor history. I joined the JCA in 1996, when my daughters 
started Sunday School. Currently, we are raising our 6 year-old grandson who is a  ending Shalom 

Sunday. I became ac  ve on the JCA Tikkun Olam Commi  ee and joined the board a few years later. This is my 2nd term 
on the board. I think it is important to par  cipate and give to the organiza  on, not only fi nancially but also as an ac  vist. 

HANS HERDA (Member at Large)
Phyllis and I moved from Lexington to Levere   in 2010 to be close to our two daughters and their 
families. We joined JCA shortly a  er we arrived. I had recently re  red from almost thirty years as 
professor of mathema  cs at UMass Boston. Most of my  me now is happily taken up with helping 
with our grandchildren (six boys!). I also collect coins, minerals, crystals and especially ancient stone 
tools that I have even found in Israel. I feel that the JCA gives us so much in so many ways, and I would 
like to give back. Serving on the board is one way that I can do that.
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Spotlight on Committees (continued)

JACKIE KATZ (Member at Large)
I fi rst came to the JCA in 1988 when I returned to Western Mass from my studies in St. Louis. Sheila 
Weinberg was the rabbi. I found myself returning Shabbat a  er Shabbat and eventually became 
a member. I then served on the Chesed Commi  ee, but needed to leave it as my chiroprac  c/
craniosacral prac  ce providing care to the larger Amherst community required more of my  me. I am 
currently a member of the Chevra Kadisha, Shomerim and the Cemetery Commi  ee. I do not want to 
wait un  l I re  re to serve on the board, or there is more  me. I am making the  me now because the 
JCA and community that is growing and thriving is important to me. I want to support its con  nuance 
and growth. The best skills that I bring are simple. I am a good listener and I care about the health and 
wellbeing of things, whether individual people or the community as a whole.

JEFF ROTH-HOWE (Member at Large)
My wife Debbie and I have been members of the JCA since 1982. I have been living in the Valley since 
1974, 25 years in Amherst and now 9 years in Levere  . We found the JCA’s openness to having families 
with one Jewish partner and one non-Jewish partner as part of the congrega  on to be very suppor  ve 
as we started a family of our own. I am re  red from my career in human services where I worked 
extensively with both state and private agencies, including serving as Execu  ve Director of Children’s 
Aid and Family Service of Hampshire County for 15 years. I volunteer now at the Amherst Survival 
Center, serve on the Levere   Personnel Commi  ee and have been the Treasurer of the Hampshire 
Council of Social Agencies for the past 5 years. The best part of my week is being Grandpa to my 
2 year-old granddaughter who also lives in Levere  . I hope my experience working with and serving on 

other boards in the area and my management experience will be useful in assis  ng the work of the JCA board.

MARA HAHN (Member at Large)
I am the mother of Levi and Eden and I moved to the Amherst area in 2003 becoming a member of the 
JCA a few years later. I became involved with the school commi  ee three years ago and have decided 
to increase my involvement in the JCA as a way of deepening my connec  ons and my commitment to 
our community. I am a physical therapist and exercise coach. I enjoy cycling, skiing and cooking.



Kolot — JCA Voices  |  January 2016   |  page 16

Spotlight on Committees (continued)

Chesed Committee
Chesed and
Bikkur Cholim
The Chesed Commi  ee 
assists JCA members 
in  mes of joy, sorrow, 
and need, coordina  ng 
volunteers to help 
with meals, rides, 
errands, visits, shiva 
minyans, etc. We also 
welcome babies to the 
community.

Rabbi Weiner and 
members of the 
commi  ee are hoping 
that as a community, 
we can increase 
our capacity for the 
compassionate prac  ce 
of Bikkur Cholim. 
Please let us know if 
you, someone in your 
family, or someone 
in the community is 
ill, hospitalized, or in 
need of assistance. We 
can’t help if we don’t 
know. Contact the 
offi  ce at 413-256-0160 
and a member of the 
commi  ee will get back 
to you.

We encourage you to be 
part of the JCA’s growth 
as a compassionate 
community. New 
commi  ee members 
are welcome at any  me 
to par  cipate in this 
mitzvah.

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Chesed Commi  ee thanks all who have recently provided compassionate 
support to others in the community. 

In par  cular, thank you to Randi Stein, Nina Tetenbaum, Renee Spring, Barbara 
Slovin, and Ruth Love Barer for preparing and delivering meals to members in 
need; to Ki  y Talan, Susan Zarchin, Amy Mi  elman, Aaron Bousel, and Randi Stein 
for gree  ng and ushering at a funeral service; and to Shiva Service Leaders Aaron 
Bousel, Larry Fine, and Catherine Madsen.

Thank you to Judith Souweine, Danielle Kadinoff , Barbara Pistrang, Lori Holder-
Webb, Robin Diamond, Jillian Diamond, Deborah Roth-Howe, Judi Fonsh, Nikki 
Fonsh, Fay Zipkowitz, Linda Sinapi, Amy Mi  elman, Sallie Deans Lake, and Arnie 
Alper for volunteering to help at the Thanksgiving Blood Drive.

Tikkun Olam Committee

Volunteer For Craig’s Doors
During this holiday season, JCA members are par  cipa  ng on December 28 – 31 and 
January 3 – 7 in a volunteer eff ort at Craig’s Doors shelter when student volunteers 
are o  en in short supply. We volunteer for either the 7:00 – 9:00 pm dinner service 
and cleanup or the 9:00 – 11:00 pm dormitory setup  me slots.

As you may know from experience or from talking to JCA member volunteers from 
past years, this form of Tikkun Olam can be especially fulfi lling; one directly helps 
and comes to know the homeless and the importance of a shelter on a cold winter 
night. It is not too late to join this year’s JCA eff ort.

For signup, go to www.craigsdoors.org/volunteer and click on the 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
or 9:00 – 11:00 pm links. From there navigate to your desired date(s) to see if slots 
remain available. Please also let coordinator Harry Hahn know at hmlh33@gmail.com.

Annual Fund

Thank You!
When we launched this year’s annual campaign, we didn’t know whether we would 
be able to achieve our goal of raising $80,000. We had faith in this community’s 
generosity, but we had never set such an ambi  ous target before. But then your 
dona  ons started rolling in and we blew through our goal in just six weeks. And s  ll 
you kept giving.

Thank you so much for everything you’ve done to support the JCA. You stepped up 
in a beau  ful way during this challenging  me.

With deep apprecia  on on behalf of the board,

Amy Kroin  

hmlh33@gmail.com
http://www.craigsdoors.org/volunteer
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Annual Fund
Barbara & David Rothenberg
Barbara & Michael Burkart
Elaine Walsh
Dyan Wiley
Robert Weitzman & Hollie Kalkstein
Jane Trigere & Ken Schoen
Yaff a & Haim Gunner
Caden & Lewis Mainzer
Ariella Schwell & Roger Magnus
Karen Lavendar
Anna Sobel & Brian Bender
Edythe & Marvin Ellin
Eve Eisman
Barbara & James Pistrang
Carol Kaminsky
Suzanne & Marius Sznajderman
Tom Plaut
Talya & Christopher Kingston
Stan Rosenberg
Eleanor Quint
Randi Stein
Diana & Sara Brewer
Barbara Schaff er Bacon & Roger Bacon
Joshua Goldstein
Richard Tessler
Rachel Schwab Rehorka & Gary Rehorka
Pearl-Anne & Nathan Margalit
Ruth & Howard Smith
Susan & Jim Richardson
Elaine & Arnold Trehub
Marsha & Bill Zimmer
Tobi Sznajderman & Joel Harris
Beverly & Steve Woolf
Ilana Polyak & Jean-Paul Mai  nsky
Keren & Nick Rhodes
Lisa Pack
Susan & Marty Pepper Aisenberg
Jeanne Friedman & Carol-Ann Smalley
Susan Zarchin
Hilary & David Kawall
Amy & James Swee  ng
Danielle Kadinoff 
Elissa & Bernie Rubinstein
Stephanie Sandler & Aus  n Sarat
Barbara & Ted Slovin
Catherine Madsen & Sarah Thomson

Jean Krogh & Bob Solosko
Natalie Jarmon
Karen & Michael Bell
Connie & Charles Songer
Lee Jennings & Eric Sommers
Joy Ladin
Jackie Katz
Alison & Richard Ellis
Sandra Sulsky & Eric Bi  man
Bonnie Diamond & Daniel Price
Holly Perry & James Seltzer
Joanna & Clay Ballan  ne
Joanna & Gideon Morse
Danielle Barshak & Oran Kaufman
Jacqueline Mosselson & Sco   Ardizzone
Andrea Newman & Jonathan She   z
Janet Bordwin Kannel
Irene Eigner & William Simmons
Jeanne & Robert Potash
Noa Milman & Nicole Doerr
Marina & Josh Goldman
Merle & Edward Feld
Joan Swerdlow-Brandt & Robert Brandt
Deliah Rosel
Yaldira & Michael Brown
Eva & Norman Brown
Anonymous
Cynthia & Joseph Gensheimer
Joyce Duncan & Sam Gladstone
Hilda & Louis Greenbaum
Deborah & Jeff rey Roth-Howe
Hadar Grabel
Joan Temkin & Paul Goulston
Katherine & Robert Feldman
Moira & Stephen Clingman
Jayne Pearl
Joseph Boucher
Jana Silver & Aaron Kropf
Ellen & John Middleton
Robin & Morton Harmatz
Ruth Love Barer
Anna & Steven Robbins
Marilyn & Joe Kushick
Madeleine Berkowitz
Emily & Robert Bou  lier
Janis Levy
Joni Fraser & Mark Israel

Joan & Monroe Rabin
Donna Baron & Steven Silvern
Rebecca & Michael Aronson
Emily Mor  mer & Andy Berg
Nina Mankin
Dorothy & Robert Pam
Rachael & Molly Goren-Wa  s
Cailin & Rick Reiken
Jessica & Eric Wilkinson
Dana & Ed Parrot
Jennifer Holme & Robyn Miller
Rona Chayah Conrad
Beatrice & Herbert Kaplan
Cheryl Campbell & James Levine
Mila & Woody Sherman
Eliza Gouverneur & Richard Cohen
Jane Myers
Ruth & Howard Smith
Hannah Blau
Jonathan Hirsh
Amy Mi  elman & Aaron Berman 
Linda & Irving Seidman
Judith Loischild
Rita & Allen Kropf
Phyllis & Hans Herda
Shirley & Harold Zalkind
Nina & Donald Tetenbaum
Helen & Morton Sternheim
Frieda Howards
Jessica Wolff  & Kevin Landau
Esther Mercer
Felicia Mednick
Camilla Brewer
Amy Rothenberg & Paul Herscu
Jordene Hale & David Rabinovitz
Joan Epstein & Burt Franzman
Zahava Koren
Stacy & David Tobin
Elizabeth & Ted Trobaugh
Linda Sinapi
Joni Beck Brewer
Barbara & Gordon Freed
Anne Nusbaum
Bina & Ira Addes
Karen & John Loeb
Madeleine Charney & Rudy Perkins
In honor of Rabbi Ben (Tom Wolff )
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Donations to the JCA (continued)

In memory of Shula Schmerling
(Rinat & Ruby Schmerling)

In memory of Anna, Murray, Rachel & 
Helen (Susan & Jim Richardson)

In honor of the Friends and Families of 
Lily & Nora Harris (you know who you 
are!) (Jill Kaufman)

In memory of Saul Gladstone
(Jennifer & Dr Steven Markow)

In memory of Saul & Shirley Gladstone 
(Avi Gladstone & Barbara Goldstein)

In honor of Musical Shabbat and 
the “hardest working band in shul 
business”
(Catherine Nagel & Robert Horowitz)

In memory of Normand Berlin
(Barbara Berlin)

With apprecia  on for all the love and 
support from the Rabbi and the 
community on the death of my sister 
Jill (Susan Zarchin)

In memory of Saul & Shirley Gladstone, 
who helped welcome us to this 
congrega  on (Ronnie Williams & 
Suzanne Arnopolin)

In honor of Judith Souweine
(Sara Crawford)

In memory of Saul & Shirley Gladstone 
(Diane Wirtscha  er)

In memory of Saul Gladstone
(Pa  ence & Aaron Bousel)

In honor of Michael Burkart & Bill 
Zimmer for their leadership and 
commitment (Andra Rose)

In memory of Saul Gladstone (Devorah 
Jacobson & Margaret Mastrangelo)

In honor of Judy & Allen Davis (Devorah 
Jacobson & Margaret Mastrangelo)

In honor of the new JCA Educa  on 
Leadership
(Amanda Walling & Boris Wolfson)

In memory of Johanna Plaut
(Janet & Bob Winston)

In memory of Rosalyn Ash
(Krista Harper & Michael Ash)

In honor of President Emeritus Richard 
Cohen (Ann Armon & Len Huber)

In memory of Irma Benne   Mednicoff  
(Joy Misra & David Mednicoff )

In memory of Rose Erlichman
(Karen Levine)

In honor of Shabbat Ne’imah Services 
(Jose  e Henschel & Joan Saperstan)

In memory of Richard Hahn
(Mara & Harry Hahn)

In memory of my mother, Rita Gille  e 
Go  segen on her 10th Yarzheit
(Shelly & David Go  segen)

In honor of Bill Zimmer & Michael 
Burkart (Judth Souweine)

In apprecia  on of Rabbi Weiner’s 
outstanding Leadership
(Robin & Ted Diamond)

In honor of Rabbi Benjamin Weiner 
(Rabbi David Dunn Bauer)

In memory of David Kroin, Barbara Radin 
& Roland Radin
(Amy Kroin & Robert Radin)

In memory of Joe, Yehudit and Rafi  
Shadur (Tamar Shadur)

In honor of Bill Zimmer & Guy Wood for 
their dedica  on to the JCA
(Cheryl Zoll & Eric Sawyer)

In honor of the founding members of 
the JCA (Ki  y & Ken Talan)

In honor of the wedding of Danielle 
Kadinoff  & David Marks
(Batya Perman)

In memory of Saul Gladstone
(Linda & Daniel Reif)

General Fund
In memory of Johanna Plaut

(Marcia & Sheldon Goldman)
In memory of Johanna Plaut

(Beth Eisenberg)
In gra  tude for the love and support 

received from the community during 
Johanna’s illness (Tom Plaut)

Karen Sheingold
For my father, Samuel Perlman’s Yahrzeit 

(Ruth Smith)
To honor and share the joy on the arrival 

of our new great granddaughter 
Kamah Leshem (Rita & Allen Kropf)

Rabbi Discre  onary Fund
With gra  tude for welcoming us on 

Shabbat Vayera
(Marion & Lawrence Hamermesh)

In memory of Joshua Benjamin Clayton 
(John Clayton)

In memory of Ann Blaustein
(Marilyn & Jeff rey Blaustein)

Danielle Kadinoff 
Eva & Norman Brown
In honor of Rabbi Weiner for his wisdom, 

though  ul guidance and pa  ence in 
helping me prepare for conversion 
(Emily Mor  mer)

In honor of Rabbi Weiner
(Marilyn & Jeff  Blaustein)

Open Door 
In honor of my grandchildren, Gaius & 

Althea Turner (Harold Neidich)
Sara Elinoff  Acker

Condolences:
We off er our sympathy and hear  elt 

condolences to the families and 
friends of those who have recently 
died:

Jill Zarchin, sister of Susan Zarchin
Ann Goldbarten, mother of Bina Addes, 

mother-in-law of Ira Addes and 
grandmother of Ari and Danyel

Be  y Rubin, mother of Richard Rubin, 
mother-in-law of Kathy Rubin and 
grandmother of Liz and Aaron

All gi  s to the JCA support vital 
programs or opportuni  es and 
are greatly appreciated. You may 
make an unrestricted gi   to the 
JCA General Fund or choose from 
a number of other designa  ons. 
To donate securely online with 
Paypal or a credit card,  go to 
www.j-c-a.org and click on the 
pull-down menu under “Make a 
Dona  on”. If you prefer to give 
via a check, make it payable to 
JCA with your chosen fund in 
the memo line. Please complete 
a Dona  on Form for your gi   
online or print it out and mail in 
with your check. 

http://j-c-a.org
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JCA Members Seeking Housing
Marilyn & Joe Kushick are looking to rent a small apartment in Amherst with a 
bedroom, bathroom, si   ng area, and kitchen. We are two quiet, clean senior 
ci  zens who don’t smoke.

Please email Marilyn at mkushick@music.umass.edu, if you know of anything close 
to our needs or have ideas to share. Many thanks!

Meditation Group at CBI
Morning “Lecha Dumiyah Tehillah”* Medita  on Group led by Rabbi Nancy Flam 
every Thursday in the CBI Library, from 8:00 to 9:00 am. 

Please know this is not an instruc  onal group. Rather, each of us comes with our 
own silent medita  on or prayer prac  ce and draws strength and affi  rma  on for our 
deep, inner work by being together in community. 

• Arrive & Se  ling In: 8:00 – 8:15 am 

• Se   ng of Kavvanah/Teaching: 8:15 – 8:25 am 

• Bell to begin silent medita  on: 8:25 am 

• Bell to end silent medita  on: 8:55 am 

* “To You silence is praise.” Psalm 65:2

Announcements 
should be brief and 
of interest to the local 
Jewish community.
Announcements will 
be listed as space 
permits.

mailto:mkushick@music.umass.edu
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Rabbi Benjamin Weiner (rabbiweiner@j-c-a.org)

School Principal & Family Programs Coordinator:
 Keren Rhodes (kerenrhodes@j-c-a.org)

Youth and Teen Programs Coordinator:
 Cara Michelle Silverberg (cara@j-c-a.org)

Board of Directors
 President:  Bill Zimmer (wdzimmer@gmail.com)
 First Vice President: Janis Levy (jca.communicate@gmail.com)
 Second Vice President: Bob Solosko (rbsolosko@verizon.net)
 Third Vice President: Eli Kwartler (elikwartler@gmail.com)
 Treasurer: Michael Burkart (maburk47@comcast.net)
 Clerk: Sarah Thomson (allset22@verizon.net)
 Members at Large: Barbara Schaff er Bacon, Eliza Gouverneur,
 Mara Hahn, Hans Herda, Jeff  Roth-Howe, Jackie Katz, Amy Kroin,
 Connie Songer, Flo Stern

Just click on any email address to send a message. For further informa  on 
and a full descrip  on of commi  ees with contacts, please refer to your JCA 
Guidebook. 

Administrative Director: Ann Wetherbee (admindir@j-c-a.org)

Finance Assistant: Susan Thomas (susan@j-c-a.org)

Education Administrative Assistant: Misha Heij Mariano (edassist@j-c-a.org)

Administrative Assistant: Dan Reynolds (dan@j-c-a.org)

Facility & Maintenance: Santo Alers, Rob Kaufman 

Office Hours:
 Tuesday to Friday: 10:30 am – 4:00 pm
 Wednesday: 4:00 – 6:00 pm & Sunday: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm when
 JCA School is in session

413-253-3544
fax: 413-253-3846
news@j-c-a.org

Co-Editor
Janis Levy

Art Director
Moira Clingman

Proofreader
Sarah Thomson

Deadline for the February issue 
is January 12th.

Have you checked out the
JCA Judaica Store lately?

The Judaica Store features books 
by JCA members

and others, siddurim,
chumashim, tallitot, mezzuzot

and many lovely gi   items.

You can shop whenever
the offi  ce is open

742 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-256-0160 | fax 413-256-1588 
info@j-c-a.org | www.j-c-a.org
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